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Welcome to London Rising Tide 

London Rising Tide (LRT) takes creative action on 
the root causes of climate chaos, and promotes 
socially just, ecological alternatives to the fossil fuel 
madness that we're living through. It's part of the 
wider Rising Tide UK and international networks, 
and seeks to be part of a growing European and 
worldwide movement of groups working to 
dismantle the oil industry and live the future we 
want to see right now. Find out more about what 
we stand for. 

We meet every first and third Thursday night at 
7.30pm at the London Action Resource Centre 
(LARC), which is at 62 Fieldgate Street, London El, 
Whitechapel tube, on the corner of Fieldgate Street 
and Parfett Street. The last Thursday of each 
month is set aside as a meeting to welcome new 
people, so try to make that your first meeting if you 
can, so you can get an introduction to the various 
issues and plans that we're working on, and we can 
make absolutely sure there’s cake on the table and 
tea in the pot. 

Current projects include The Camp for Climate 
Action 2007 (www.climatecamp.org.uk), a 

CoMutiny Garden growing food and solutions in 
the heart of London, and Art Not Oil 
(www.artnotoil.org.uk), which stands for 
'creativity, climate justice and an end to oil 
industry sponsorship of the arts'. So there's plenty 
to do, including helping run the office, making 
banners, doing talks & stalls, helping with actions, 
designing websites & leaflets etc. Some people in 


the group stick with just one of these tasks, while 
others work on several. We'd love to hear from you, 
whether you've only got half an hour a fortnight to 
spare, or entire days to put in. 

Let us know if you want to know anything else, or 
maybe just see you at a meeting or event. It might 
be best to email or ring (07708 794665) before 
coming on a future Thursday, to make sure it's 
happening. 

We hope this site inspires you to get active to 
combat oil, war and climate chaos, (not to mention 
car culture, dams, nukes, industrial forest 
plantations etc.), whether that be with us, with 
your own group or by yourself. Since there's no 
such thing as an ethical or sustainable oil company, 
they and the many companies and institutions in 
their orbit are all worthy of our creative attention. 
Let us know how you get on, what you think of this 
site, if you'd like to get involved or if you have any 
other query. Good luck and stay hopeful! 


Community: 

London 


Welcome to Rising Tide - Plymouth! 

"You may well ask: 'why direct action? Isn't negotiation 
a better path?' You are quite right in calling for 
negotiation. Indeed, this is the very purpose of direct 
action. Non-violent direct action seeks to create such a 
crisis and foster such a tension that a community 


which has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to 
confront the issue. It seeks to dramatize the issue that 
it can no longer be ignored" 

-Martin Luther King 

RT-P are a bunch of local activists that believe there 
are people here, in Plymouth, who are concerned, 
willing to understand and to take action about the 
Climate emergency we are living in. 

Like the rest of the Rising Tide network, we work 
voluntarily taking direct action against the root causes 
of Climate Change and providing popular education on 
this matter. 

We also organize creative actions as a local ART NOT 
OIL group: www.artnotoil.org.uk. 

If you would like to get involved with Plymouth-RT, get 
in touch! 

Email: plymouth@risingtide.org.uk Tel: 07990 923 
234 

OTHER SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES IN 
PLYMOUTH: 

- Plymouth Transition - For sustainability & 
community in Plymouth: 

http: / / www.transitionnetwork.org/initiatives 
/plymouth 

- Incineration is Wrong - Campaign against massive 
incinerators being built in Plymouth and surroundings 
areas. See http://www.iiw.org.uk/default.asp?page=i 

- Plymouth Students Against Cuts: 

http://www.facebook.com/plymsac 


We organize public discussions, 
presentations and workshops about: 


-Non Violent Direct Action 

-The roots of Climate Change 

-Climate Justice -including CCS, Carbon trading, 

Carbon offset, Greenwash, Tar Sands and other oil 

industry cases. 

-Art and Activism 

-Climate Change and Veganism 

Community: 

Plymouth 


Community: Other 

Coal Action Network (CAN) 

Community: 

Other 


Groups 

o Art Not Oil 
o Greenwash Guerrillas 
o Rock the Boat 

Community: 

Groups 


Art not oil 




Friends and groups 

o Bicycology 
o Coal Action Scotland 
o Climate Justice Collective 
o Earth First! 
o FrackOff 

o Green and Black Cross 
o Network for Climate Action 
o Platform 
o Rock the Boat 
o Seeds for Change 
o Stop GM 
o Stop New Nuclear 
o The Beehive Collective 
o Trapese Popular Education Collective 
o UK Tar Sands Network 

Community: 

Friends 


Friends and other groups 

*Bicycology 

*Coal Action Scotland 

*Earth First! 

*Frack Off 

*Network for Climate Action 

*Platform 

*Seeds for Change 





















Freak Weather News 27.4.01 


U.K. HAS WETTEST 12 MONTHS IN 500 YEARS 

Friday, 27 April, 2001 During the last 12 months the 
UK's rainfall has been the heaviest since record began in 
1735. Meteorologists say that under previous "normal" 
conditions the UK would only get this much rain once every 
500 to 750 years. Looks like there's no "normal" weather 
any more. So much for all those people (and the Daily Mail) 
who claimed global warming was going to make us into the 
Costa Del Sol. 

FROM THE INDEPENDENT WEB SITE 
(http://www.independent.co.uk) 

"14 April 2001 You thought there had never been rainfall 
like it? You were right. The rain over England and Wales in 
the past 12 months may have been the heaviest for 500 
years and perhaps longer, according to one of Britain's 
leading independent meteorologists. Statistical analysis 
indicates that the rainfall is so far above the average that its 
"return period" ? the frequency with which it could be 
expected to recur ? is 500 to 750 years, according to Philip 
Eden, the weather forecaster for the BBC Radio 5 Live. Mr 
Eden, who runs his own weather consultancy, is a scientist 
respected by the Meteorological Office, and his calculation 
will reinforce the growing belief that the seemingly endless 
downpours of the past year, and particularly of the autumn, 
represent a quite unprecedented meteorological 
phenomenon, which may be linked to climate change. 
Although no link can yet be proved, one of the principal 
predicted consequences of climate change is more rainfall 
over the British Isles, especially in winter. The Met Office 
has announced that the year from 1 April 2000 to 31 March 
2001 was the wettest since records began in either 1766 or 


1727 (depending on which records you use). In either case, 
the record is comfortably broken. Mr Eden has examined 
how unusual the above-average figure is. Over England and 
Wales as a whole the aggregate total for the 12 months was 
52.61m (133.63cm), compared with a long-running average 
of 36.2m (91.95cm) ? an excess over the average of 45 per 
cent. He has calculated the return period for such an excess 
by collecting all available rainfall records from the past 250 
years and using a statistical technique known as a Weibull 
distribution. He arrives at the figure of 500 to 750 years on 
the assumption that Britain's rainfall climate does not 
substantially change. The above-average figures for south¬ 
east England are even greater. In London 39.19m 
(99.54cm) fell during the period, compared with an average 
of 24.02m (61.01cm), an excess of 63 per cent and a figure 
never before approached in London's rainfall records, 
which date back to 1697. In the counties of Kent, Surrey 
and Sussex the excess is so great that the return period 
"goes right off the scale", and although Mr Eden is 
reluctant to comment publicly, is thought to be more than 
1,000 years. Many rainfall records have been broken in the 
past 12 months. Over England and Wales, last April was the 
wettest since 1756; last May the wettest since 1983; last 
September the wettest since 1981; last October the wettest 
since 1903; and last November the wettest since 1970. 
Taken together September, October and November were 
the wettest autumn on record." 
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FROM CNN WEB SITE: 
http://asia.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/ 

"SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea has drafted its army 
and navy for the first time ever to help farmers fight the 
country's worst drought in 100 years. As well as Korea, the 
drought has hit much of Northeast Asia including northern 
China and Mongolia. South Korean President Kim Dae- 
jung on Tuesday called for drastic measures, appearing on 
television and urging the nation to conserve and recycle 
water. An emergency committee, headed by the prime 
minister, has been tasked to deal with the drought, Kim 
added. In China, officials are also urging measures to 
conserve water to deal with what they have called the worst 
drought in decades. More than 20 million hectares of 
China's farmlands in six provinces have been affected, as of 
the end of May, with about 16 million people facing a water 
shortage. In the past three months South Korea has 
received only about 30 percent of the average rainfall it 
usually gets during the crucial spring planting season, the 
Korea Meteorological Administration said. Korea's rainy 
season, characterized by flooding, is due to begin at the end 
of June. Chronically hungry North Korea is expected to 
suffer massive food shortages this year, after it suffered its 
most severe drought in more than 80 years, aid workers 
said. Relief measures This week, South Korea mobilized 
130,000 troops — one-fifth of its total military force — to 
help farmers fight the prolonged drought that is 
threatening this year's rice harvest. Rice is a staple food in 
Korea. The troops were sent to 90 hard-hit regions with 
drilling machines, trucks, excavators and pumping motors 
to dig wells or draw water from reservoirs. For two days, 
Oh's 9th Infantry Division soldiers, who usually guard part 
of the tense western border with communist North Korea, 
used trucks to carry 240,000 liters (62,400 gallons) of 
water from a reservoir to rice paddies near Koyang, 25 
kilometers (16 miles) North of Seoul. Money for relief The 


gove rnment has already allocated 152.9 billion won 
($118.5 million) from the disaster budget to deal with the 
drought. Farming areas hit with severe crop damage would 
get tax relief and loans, as well as education fees for 
farmers with children. The Korean Association of 
Volunteer Centers said its 900,000 members would launch 
water conservation campaigns. Kmi urged citizens to show 
the same spirit they displayed during a nationwide gold 
collection campaign in 1998. At that time, the government 
asked the public to exchange gold for Korean currency to 
help overcome a foreign exchange crisis. "As we weathered 
the storm during the financial crisis, I believe we can do the 
same in facing the hardships from the drought," Kim said." 
more info 



KOREA HAS WORST DROUGHT IN 100 YEARS 
June 12th 2001; South Korea has mobilized 
130,000 troops to dig wells in a desperate attempt 
to find water. Major famine is predicted for North 
Korea. There are record breaking droughts as far 
north as Mongolia. Some areas in North China 
have had no rain for over 100 days. 
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FREAK RAIN IN INDIA 

26 June 2001; There have been heavy rainfalls during the 
summer dry season in India. Rainfall at this time is 
extremely unseasonal and Indian scientists are taking it as 
clear evidence of climate change. 

From www.timesofindia.com 
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Freak Weather News 9.8.01 

DROUGHT SPREADS HUNGER IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 

DEVASTATING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 

ABC News 08/09/2001 Internet: http://abcnews.go.com 

/wire/World/ap200io8o9_242.htm 

AGUA CALIENTE, Guatemala (AP) The old man walked 
between twisted, pale corn stalks incrusted in the dry earth. 
"This harvest was supposed to support my family for the 
rest of the year," said Elias Marroquin, a 64-year-old 
farmer in this village 75 miles northwest of the Guatemalan 
capital. A few miles away, 75-year-old Felipa Claveria sat 
on a wooden chair in her adobe kitchen and waited for her 
son Oscar to bring her some food. "What am I going to 





cook if the harvest is lost?" she asked. 


Marroquin and Claveria are among more than 600,000 
Central American peasants devastated by a drought that 
has tormented the region for months. More than 740,000 
acres of corn, rice and beans have been destroyed across 
Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala. The 
traditionally rainy month of May, when the first harvest of 
the year is planted, came without a drop. There has been 
little rain since. Jordan Dey, spokesman for the World 
Food Program, said the crisis is causing food shortages and 
starvation in parts of Honduras and Nicaragua. He said the 
crisis has emptied out warehouses of the World Food 
Program and appealed for more donations. 

Dey counted 266,000 peasants in Honduras and 107,000 
in Nicaragua as suffering from hunger, and said the 
drought is affecting 200,000 peasants in El Salvador and 
63,500 in Guatemala. The ministers of agriculture of 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and El 
Salvador on Wednesday called an emergency meeting for 
Friday in El Salvador to discuss how to respond to the 
crisis. Honduras declared a state of emergency in much of 
the country last month after the drought destroyed 80 
percent of its annual production of basic grains. Dey said 
Nicaragua has lost about 50 percent of its crops. 

El Salvador also called a state of emergency, which 
destroyed most crops in eastern farming regions. 
Guatemala's overall losses have been less 5 percent of the 
corn crop and 1.5 percent of the beans. But in the bone-dry 
east that is little consolation; eastern Guatemala has lost 
80 percent of its beans. Marroquin estimates his own 
losses at 100 percent the $150 that he and his five sons 
normally are able to put together from a year of farming. 
"We were left without money and without harvest," he said. 



See also- BBC News: http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english 
/world/americas/newsid_i48500o/i48566i.stm 


600,000 PEOPLE AFFECTED BY CENTRAL AMERICAN 
DROUGHT 

9 August 2001:In parts of Central America there has been 
little or no rain since April. Nicaragua has lost half its 
crops. El Salvador and Honduras have declared the 
drought a State of Emergency. 
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Freak Weather News 13.8.01 

IRAN HIT BY 200-YEAR FLOODS 
BBC News 13 August, 2001: 

"More than 120 people are confirmed to have died in flash 
floods which have swept through north-eastern Iran. 
Rescue workers are searching for at least another 120 
people who are missing in Golestan and Khorasan 
provinces. Ten thousand people have been evacuated to 
higher ground after three days of torrential rain, according 
to local officials. The deputy governor of Golestan, the 
worst-hit province, said more than 2,000 homes were 
damaged in the heaviest flooding to hit the region for 200 
years. Gas pipelines, electricity and phone lines have been 
cut and over 80km (50 miles) of roads have been 
destroyed, as well as thousands of hectares of farmland. 




The cost of the damage has been put at over 200bn rials 
($25mn). Iranian President Mohammad Khatami has 
described the floods as a huge disaster. Thousands of 
people have been evacuated to safety Iranian Interior 
Minister Abdolvahed Mousavi and an envoy of Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei went to Golestan on 
Monday to supervise relief efforts, Iranian radio reported. 
Army helicopters have been transporting food and 
medicine to villages cut off by mudslides and bulldozers are 
working to clear debris blocking roads. It is feared the 
death toll could rise. "Considering the number of bodies 
spotted but not yet retrieved from Golestan national park, 
the death toll could be more than 200," health department 
official Reza Honarvar told the Associated Press news 
agency. Knee-deep in mud Rescue workers pulled bodies 
from the mud and stranded residents were evacuated to 
hilltop shelters. With waters receding, some areas were still 
knee-deep in mud. A resident of Kalaleh, one of the worst 
affected towns, described the flood's onslaught. "When I 
walked out of the house, I saw an ocean of water rumbling 
towards my house, breaking trees and destroying power 
lines and bridges," Nematollah Dolqizadeh told the 
Associated Press. And in Gonbad-e Kavus, tearful relatives 
watched as rescue workers deposited bodies in a food 
freezer turned into makeshift morgue. In Golestan National 
Park, a rescue pilot spotted at least three tourist buses 
buried in the mud, one of them upside down. At least 32 
people were killed and dozens more injured in floods in 
Khorasan province in May, after the worst drought in 30 
years." 

WORST FLOODS IN IRAN IN 200 YEARS: 120 DEAD 
13th August 2001:10,000 people were evacuated in North 
East Iran, and 2,000 homes were damaged in the heaviest 
flooding in 200 years. This follows severe flooding in the 
affected areas just three months ago. Those floods, the 
worst flooding in 30 years, killed 32 people. 
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2001 WORST YEAR ON RECORD FOR TYPHOONS IN 
TAIWAN 

Already this year Taiwan has suffered eight typhoons which 
have killed a record 300 people. The National Science 
Council has openly blamed climate change for the dramatic 
increase in typhoon activity. 

EIGHTH TYPHOON THIS YEAR BEARS DOWN ON 
TAIWAN 

Reuters September 26, 2001 http://www.planetark.org 
/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/12545 / story.htm 

TAIPEI - In Taiwan's worst year for typhoons on record, 
workers piled sandbags along riverbanks and around 
buildings yesterday as a new storm approached - just a 
week after wind, rain and floods killed almost 100 people. 
The Central Weather Bureau issued both sea and land 
warnings for the eighth typhoon to threaten this year, and 
told residents to prepare for floods and mudslides. Weather 
forecasters said Typhoon Lekima, moving very slowly 
towards Taiwan from the Luzon Strait, was packing 
strengthening winds and torrential rain. 

Lekima has already brought heavy rain to most parts of the 
island, causing landslides in mountainous areas and 
blocking roads and air traffic to outlying islands. But there 
were no immediate reports of major damage. Offices and 
schools in the eastern county of Taitung would be closed on 




Wednesday while neighbouring Hualien County was 
prepared to evacuate residents living in mountainous 
areas, the state-funded Central News Agency said. 

Taiwan is still cleaning up after Typhoon Nari slammed 
into the island last week, leaving 94 dead and 10 people 
missing and causing more than T$2.9i billion (US$84 
million) in farm losses. "We are not only worried. We are 
very scared," said an elementary school teacher as she 
helped scour away a thick layer of mud covering the 
campus in Hsichih outside Taipei. Lekima's slow pace 
indicated its impact on Taiwan could last for days - 
possibly 72 hours - while picking up more water at sea, 
much like Nari, weather forecasters said. The storm was 
180 km (112 miles) southeast of the southern coastal town 
of O-luan-pi at 1000 GMT with maximum sustained winds 
of 130 kph (81 mph) and gusts of up to 165 kph (103 mph). 
If the storm stayed on its current course, it could hit 
southern Taiwan by Yesterday evening, the weather bureau 
said. 

WORST TYPHOON YEAR So far this year, typhoons have 
claimed more than 300 lives in Taiwan, making 2001 the 
worst year for typhoons on record, official statistics show. 
Premier Chang Chun-hsiung told a parliamentary session a 
fireworks display planned for October 10 National Day 
celebrations would be cancelled, to let the government 
focus on recovery work. In a report, the cabinet's National 
Science Council blamed global warming for the disasters. 
Typhoons and tropical storms frequently hit Taiwan, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong and other parts of the southern 
coast of China during the summer months. 

In July, Typhoon Toraji - one of the deadliest to hit Taiwan 
- killed about 200 people and caused more than $173 
million in damage. Nari hovered off Taiwan for more than 
a week before pounding the island last week, dumping 



record amounts of rain that turned roads in Taipei into 
canals carrying torrents of water past second-storey 
windows in the capital's worst-ever flooding. The 
government launched a massive clean-up campaign, 
mobilising thousands of soldiers and workers to pump 
floodwaters out of subway stations and basements. 
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Hottest UK October on record 

October 2001 was, by a very wide margin, the warmest 
October in the UK since records began in 1659. There were 
no cold snaps or frost, which is extremely rare. The average 
temperature for October in the UK is 10.4C (50.7F) whilst 
this year the temperatures averaged 14.1C (57.4F). This is 
warmer than the previous record of 13C (55.4F) in 1969. It 
seems we are heading rapidly for winters with no frost or 
snow. 

OCTOBER BREAKS WEATHER RECORDS IN UK 
BBC October 31, 2001 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_i629000 
/i629883.stm 







This October has broken all records for warm weather - 
despite the rain clouds - experts are set to confirm. The 
average temperature for the month - 13.2C (55.8F) - has 
been the highest since records began in 1659, beating the 
previous best set in 1969. Rainfall has been high too, but 
not on the same scale as last October. 

The final figures for this month will not be officially 
released until Wednesday afternoon at the earliest, but 
experts say it looks certain to be a record-breaking month. 
Met Office spokesman Andy Yeatman said: "We still have 
one final day to go but the figures are very likely to confirm 
a record October." But the month of November is expected 
to bring changes, with colder weather on the cards and the 
first ground frosts for some parts of the UK. 

In 1969, when the previous record was set, the average 
temperature was 13C (55.4F). This October's average is 
2.6C above the normal average for the month, after a series 
of sunny days. But October has not been without its 
showers. The England and Wales Rain Series - which 
measures rainfall - puts this month's rainfall 60% above 
the normal rainfall. Mr Yeatman said 138mm of rain fell 
during the month. "This was high but not as much as last 
October, when 188mm of rain fell in the whole of the 
month," he said. 

"In autumn and winter, warm weather often goes hand in 
hand with rainfall," he added. The PA Weather Centre 
confirmed on Wednesday afternoon that this month had 
been the warmest ever. The Met office is expected to 
confirm its statistics on Thursday morning. The unusual 
warmth has been caused by winds blowing from the south 
or south west for much of the month, bringing very mild air 
from Spain and the Azores. Britons have enjoyed 
temperatures of 13.6C in central England, with Herne Bay 
in Kent achieving the highest temperature of 25.3C on 13 



October. Mr Yeatman said: "A temperature like this in 
October is a very rare event. It is a record, but it follows a 
trend in the last 100 years for quite warm Octobers. Last 
October was the exception. "This weather extreme is 
another piece of the jigsaw towards the global warming 
theory." 
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2002 Freak Weather News 

2002- A YEAR OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
A SUMMARY OF EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS 


JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2002 


2001, the second hottest year globally since records began, 
was another record breaking year for natural disasters. 
Munich Re, the world's largest reinsurer, announced that 
disasters in 2001 cost $36 billion and killed at least 25,000 
people, more than double the previous year's death toll 
(Reuters, 1.1.02). 


Storms ripped across northern Europe, killing 17 people. 
The sea level rose more than four metres (13 feet) above its 
usual level along parts of the Danish coast. In Scotland and 
Northern Ireland winds reached 155 km/hour, overturning 
trucks and bringing down power lines (BBC Online, 




29-1.02). 


In Jakarta, Indonesia, 200,000 people became homeless 
when parts of the city went four metres under water 
following heavy rains (BBC Online 31 January, 2002). 


In Switzerland record winter temperatures, in some valleys 
as high as 20°C, closed many ski runs. Artificial snow 
machines were needed to keep the largest resorts open 
(Swissinfo 06.02.2002). 


MARCH 

In Antarctica, the Larsen B ice shelf disintegrated. The ice 
shelf, which had existed since the last ice age 12,000 years 
ago, was 200 metres thick and covered 3,200 square 
kilometres (New York Times, 20.3. 02). 


In Japan, an abnormally mild winter saw the earliest 
recorded blooming of cherry blossom 
(Yomiuri Shimbun, 22.3.02). 


APRIL 

The British Meteorological Office's Hadley Centre, said that 
the first three months of 2002 were the hottest globally 
since records began, and probably for at least 1,000 years. 
(The Daily Telegraph UK, 26.4.022). 



Marine biologists announced that 2002 will be the worst 
ever for coral bleaching. January and Feburary saw the 
highest temperatures ever recorded on the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia, in one place four degrees above average 
(The Guardian UK, 24.4.02). 


MAY 

The 500 square kilometer Ross Ice Sheet, ten times larger 
than Manhattan, collapsed into the ocean near New 
Zealand (Reuters, CNN 10.5.02) 


Taiwan suffered its worse drought in decades. There was 
water rationing in the capital, Taipei, which had received 
half its usual rainfall (Reuters 14.5.02). 


1,200 people died of heat stroke in Southern India, the 
most ever killed by an Indian heat wave. Temperatures 
were 7% higher than usual and went over 50°C (i22°F) The 
victims were mostly the elderly, the poor, and the homeless 
(Associated Press, 15.5.02, 22.5.02) 


JUNE 

Central and western China, usually regions with low 
rainfall, were hit by record rainfalls and the worst flooding 
in a century. (Environment News Service: 14.6.02). By 
August the flooding had killed 900 people and caused $3.6 
billion in damage, The China Meteorological 
Administration announced that 'Global climate change ... 
has caused these extreme events' (Associated Press, 
16.8.02). 



JULY 

The drought in the Southern US entered its 5th year. 
Hardest hit was the region stretching from central Georgia 
through the middle of South and North Carolina and into 
central Virginia. Some areas were 60 inches below the 
normal rainfall (Associated Press, 15.7.02). 


Southern Europe was hit by a heat wave. Temperatures in 
Athens hit 105°F. Residents of the Sicilian city of Palermo 
gathered to pray to patron Saint Rosalia, asking the woman 
who saved them from a plague to rescue them from their 
lowest rainfall in 70 years (Reuters, 16.7.02, 29.7.02). 


AUGUST 

August saw disastrous flooding all around the world. Parts 
of Central Europe saw the highest rainfall ever recorded. 
The Danube and the Elbe broke their banks affecting 4 
million people in Germany. The German weather service 
said: "We are seeing the first indications of climate 
change". Prague was submerged, and 70,000 residents 
evacuated. Just five years previously severe flooding caused 
$2 billion in damage to the city (The Straits Times, 15 8.02; 
Agence France Presse, 16.8.02; The Guardian, 14.8.02) 


At the same time, severe flooding in the poorest parts of the 
world received virtually no international attention. Across 
Asia an exceptionally early and heavy monsoon caused 
flash floods, landslides, and hailstorms. By August it had 
displaced 25 million people and killed over 900 people in 
India. Half of Bangladesh's land area went under water 



displacing 7 million people.. In Nepal flooding and 
landslides killed 424 people and left 250,000 more 
homeless. (Environment News Service, 31.7.02; The 
Guardian (UK), 14.8.02; Associated Press, 16.8.02) 


SEPTEMBER 

Flash floods in Provence, France, drowned 21 people. Six 
months' rain fell in a few hours, (The Age, 12.9.02 ) 


The mid-west of the US saw a return of the dustbowl 
conditions of the Great Depression with the hottest 
summer since the 1930s. Six states - North Carolina, 
Virginia, Colorado, Utah, Arizona and Nevada - suffered 
their worst drought on record. In South Dakota it led of 
agricultural losses officials of over $1.8 billion (Reuters, 
16.9.02). 


A spectacular glacier slip in the Caucusus, Russia, dumped 
three million tonnes of ice, mud and rock across 33 km (20 
miles) of farmland and killed 120 people (Reuters, 
23.9.02). 


Continuing and persistent drought in Eritrea and the Horn 
of Africa left one million people, roughly one-quarter of the 
population, on the edge of starvation (Reuters, 26.9.02). 


DECEMBER 

By the end of the year the drought in Australia had become 



the worst for 100 years. Rainfall in Southern Australia was 
70% below average and the temperatures were the highest 
ever recorded (New York Times, 24.11.02 ; ABC, 19.12.02 
The UK Meteorological Office's Hadley Centre announces 
that at present rates the North Pole will have disappeared 
in less than 80 years because of melting caused by global 
warming (CTV news, 28.12.02) 


Which brings us back to where we started... 

In its annual assessment, Munich Re announced that 
natural disasters in 2002 cost US$55 billion, an increase of 
53% on the previous year. It calculated that the European 
flooding in August cost some US$18.5 billion. Globally 
2002 was the second hottest on record, and meteorologists 
anticipate that 2003 will break the record set in 1998 
(Associated Press 31.12.02). 
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2003 Freak Weather News 

FREAK WEATHER 2003 

ANNUAL SUMMARY OF EXTREME WEATHER 
EVENTS 

Here is Rising Tide’s summary of extreme weather events 
for 2002. Summaries for 2001 and 2000 can be found on 
our website, It is always hard to say how much of any 
individual event is “natural” and how much is caused by 
human activities. In 2002, however, climatologists asserted 
with unprecedented confidence that climate change was a 




major factor in specific extreme weather events, in 
particular the European heatwave and the Australian 
drought. 
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********************** 

JANUARY 

We entered the year with El Nino in full flow and severe 
droughts around the world; in Rajasthan state in Western 
India, which had lost 75 percent of its 2002 harvest; in 
Eritrea, where 10,000 children were severely 
malnourished; in Mauritania, where 420,000 were at risk 
of starvation; and in Cambodia, where more than 2 million 
people were affected by the worst drought in two decades. 

Australia continued to suffer the worst drought on record. 
Scientists said that the drought was a direct product of 
climate change. Report download. In January the worst 
fires ever to hit the capital city of Canberra killed four 
people, destroyed 400 homes and forced thousands to 
evacuate under a state of emergency. Fires in Victoria state 
razed more than 40 homes and blackened over 1 million 
hectares of park and forest. Extreme heat in the state also 
helped to produce a new electricity demand record. 

Drought continued in the west of North America. Western 
Canada's 2002 growing season was the worst in 25 years. 
Some areas, primarily in Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
experienced the worst growing season ever. The entire 
state of Nebraska was declared a disaster area by the US 
federal government, and the drought was also estimated to 
have had a $1.2 billion impact on Nebraska's economy. 

Meanwhile the remnants of tropical cyclone Delfina left 
300,000 and 100,000 people homeless in Malawi and 
Mozambique, respectively. 


FEBRUARY 


In Madagascar weeks of heavy rain led to food shortages 
and destroyed virtually all banana plantations. In the 
southern part of the country, below-normal rainfall led the 
government to declare a state of famine in five districts. 

APRIL 

Drought continued in many countries in Africa. Uganda 
suffered from widespread famine. Eritrea faced the worst 
crop failure in a decade. 

Very heavy rainfall during the second half of April led to 
severe flooding in northeastern Argentina. 23 people were 
killed and 160,000 evacuated. A third of the province of 
Santa Fe was under water - the worst flooding in the 
province’s history. 

MAY 

There were more problems for Madagascar. Cyclone 
Manou hit central-eastern Madagascar on the 11th May 
causing over 70 deaths and leaving nearly 50,000 people 
without shelter. Estimates suggest that up to 95% of 
dwellings in the town of Vatomandry were destroyed. 

During the period 1-10 May 384 tornadoes occurred in 19 
central US states resulting in 42 deaths. This was a new 
record for this time of year. 

Throughout May daily temperatures in Southern India 
were peaking at between 45 and 49 degrees centigrade (113 
and 120F), as much as 10 degrees C above average, and 
setting new temperature records in some locations. The 
heatwave killed at least 1438 people mostly poor daily wage 
laborers, construction workers and rickshaw pullers. 



In Sri Lanka a tropical storm led to the worst floods in fifty 
years, killed at least 266 people and left 350,000 people 
homeless. 

JULY 

At last rains came to the Sudan and Eritrea but they 
resulted in further crop damage and the worst flooding that 
the countries had seen in 40 and 70 years respectively. 
There was a resultant five-fold increase in acute diarrhea 
and a significant increase in malaria cases. 

Southeastern China reported record-breaking 
temperatures and extended drought. Over 1 million 
hectares of arable land were destroyed, mostly in Hunan 
province where 2000 streams and rivers dried up. In 
Central and Eastern China unusually heavy rains affected 
150 million people, killing 814 people and injuring 146,000 
people. 2.1 million hectares of farmland were described as 
completely destroyed. 

Record high monthly temperatures were recorded in many 
places in Europe. Rotating power cuts were instituted in 
Italy in order to relieve the demand of the air conditioning 
on the electrical grid. Traffic was halted on the Danube 
River between Vienna and the Slovakia border because of 
low water. 

AUGUST 

Parts of Nepal received their heaviest rains in 30 years 
killing 244 people. In Southern Pakistan the highest 
rainfall in a decade led to flooding affected 1,000,000 
people and killing up to 300 people. 

British Columbia, Canada, suffered its driest year since 
1929 and its most active forest fire season in 10 years. 



Europe continued to have exceptionally hot weather. 
Nationwide summer temperatures were the warmest on 
record in Germany, Switzerland, France and Spain with 
temperatures consistently 5°C warmer than average. The 
record for the highest maximum temperature in the UK 
was broken on 10 August when the mercury hit 38.5 °C at 
Brogdale, near Faversham in Kent. Portugal suffered its 
worst forest fire season in living memory. Many European 
countries anticipated their worst harvests since World War 
II. France expected to lose 20 percent of its grain harvests. 
Wheat harvests in Ukraine were down 80 percent from 
normal moving Ukraine from the world's fifth-largest 
exporter of wheat to a net importer of 3 million tons of 
grain. 

Death rates across Western Europe rose dramatically 
during the heat wave. The figures for additional deaths 
compared with the same period in 2002 were: 

France 14,802 
Italy 4,879 

Spain 4,230 

Portugal 1,316 
UK 2,045 

Netherlands 1,400 


SEPTEMBER 

In Bihar, India, the Ganges reached its highest level since 
1975. Four and a half million people were affected and 142 
people killed. 

In China two months of heavy rainfall caused the worst 
flooding along the Wei River in 20 years. 5,000 protesters 
attacked the government offices and seized relief supplies. 
The flooding affected an estimated 4.9 million people, and 



destroyed 46,000 homes. The Chinese government 
reported that across China as a whole flooding in 2003 
killed 1,911 people and left 6.3 million people homeless. 

OCTOBER 

Patchaburi province in Thailand suffered the worst 
flooding in living memory affecting 200,000 people. 

Rainfall records were broken across the western coastal US. 
Seattle received 90 mm (3.5 in) of rain in a single day. 
British Columbia received 470 mm (18.5 in) of rain in a six- 
day period causing the worst flooding in a century. 

In Southern California, the most damaging wildfires in the 
history of the state began in late October and continued 
into the early days of November. Dry conditions resulting 
from several years of drought and strong winds fuelled fires 
that lead to total insured property losses of about US $2.04 
billion. Large tracts of drought- weakened trees that had 
been killed by bark beetle infestations provided substantial 
fuel for the fires. The increase in bark beetle infestation is 
itself closely related to climate change more... 

NOVEMBER 

After experiencing devastating floods in mid-October, 
central Vietnam was hit again by heavy rainfall and 
flooding in mid-November. The two rounds of flooding and 
landslides, said to be the worst since 1964, caused an 
estimated US$35 million in damage, affected 340,000 
people and killed 103 people. 

DECEMBER 

The World Meteorological Association declared that 
globally 2003 had been the third hottest year since world 
records began in 1856, following closely on the heels of 


2002 and 1998. All of the 10 warmest years have occurred 
since 1990, including each year since 1997. Phil Jones of 
the Climatic Research Unit, University of East Anglia, said: 
"The summer over much of central Europe was the 
warmest ever recorded, not just in the instrumental record 
which goes back to 1781, but also in documentary-based 
extensions that go back to 1500." 
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SOURCES 

Most material comes from the excellent Climate 
Information Digest from the International Research 
Institute for Climate Prediction. The sources, which can be 
found in their monthly information digests, include 
disaster and refugee agencies and the main news agencies. 
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Groups (Archived) 

Ceredigion/Mid-wales 

Cornwall/Kernow 


Hastings 


Reading 


Scotland 
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Community 

Do you want to become involved in climate campaigning 
but don't know where to start? We can offer advice, 
information and resources. 

You can contact Rising Tide UK or get in touch with a local 
UK Rising Tide contact. These are active Rising Tide 
groups and committed individuals who can tell you what is 
happening with climate campaigning in your area, what 
groups already exist, and/or can advise you if you want to 
start your own campaign or group. Don't see your area 
listed below? Try the Network for Climate Action local 
groups page. 

UK Groups 

o Bristol 

o Cleveland & Whitby 
o Hastings 
o London 
o Mid-wales 
o Sheffield 
o Art Not Oil 
o Rock the Boat 
o Greenwash Guerrillas 

You can also view our: 

o International connections 
o Friends 


Bristol 



Westside neighbourhood at Kingsnorth climate camp 2008. 
Picture credit: Jess Hurd. 

Formed out of and inspired by the first Climate Camp 
in August 2006, Bristol Rising Tide has gone from 
strength to strength. We are motivated by the growing 
evidence that climate change is well underway and and 
that those in power are not going to do much more 
about it than rearrange the deckchairs on the Titanic. 

We are an open, autonomous, grassroots direct action 
group: everyone is welcome except the police and their 
mates. We have adopted the People's Global Action 
Hallmarks, a statement which affirms our rejection of 
all systems of domination - you name it - capitalism, 
patriarchy, racism, and any other -isms or -ologies that 
divide and oppress us. We don’t believe governments 
or businesses are going to solve our problems: We are 
going to have to do it ourselves, learning as we go. 

Community: 

Bristol 




Links 


Rising Tide 

London Rising Tide 
Art Not Oil 

National Petroleum Gallery 
Shell Oiled Wildlife 
Rising Tide Australia 
Rising Tide North America 

UK-based action/campaigns 

Camp for Climate Action 
Earth First! 

Coal Action Network 
Baku Ceyhan Campaign 
Boycott Total Oil 
AirportWatch 
Plane Stupid 
Fight the Pipe 

Campaign Against Climate Change 

Road Block 

Bicycology 

Friends of the Earth UK 
Greenpeace 

Colombia Solidarity Campaign 
Camp Bling/Save Priory Park 
Minorca Opencast Protest Group 
UK Tar Sands Network 

International action / campaigns 

Peoples' Global Action 
Indigenous Environment Network 
Rossport Solidarity Camp 


Oil Sands Truth, Canada 

Oilwatch 

Raised Voices 

Research, Information and Skills 

PLATFORM/Carbon Web 

Climate Outreach & Information Network 

Scientists for Global Responsibility 

Corporate Watch 

Network for Climate Action 

Trapese Popular Education Collective 

Seeds for Change 

The Coal Hole 

Coal in the UK 

Action Training Scotland 

False solutions info and campaigns 

BiofuelWatch 
Carbon Trade Watch 
ETC Group 
Sinks Watch 

Solutions 

Low-Impact Living Initiative 
Permaculture Association 
Earth Activist Training 
Paths Through Utopias 
Centre for Alternative Technology 
Nature wise 
Vegan Society 

Agroforestry Research Trust 
Community Composting Network 
Radical Routes 


also check out our Positive Solutions page 

Media etc. 

Climate Indymedia 
Indymedia UK 
Schnews 

Climate Change Speaker Network 
Climate Denial 
New Internationalist 
Red Pepper 

The Ecstatic Mourning Revue 
Vision TV 

Positive Solutions 

‘There is enough for everyone's need but not for 
everyone's greed’ 


Mahatma Gandhi. 


When we think about positive solutions to climate change 
we have to think about its root causes. We have to face up 
to the fact that climate change is about resource use and is 
largely the result of consumerist values and lifestyles in the 
developed North. True solutions therefore don’t allow for 
the continuation of high-consumption lifestyles, but relate 
to profound changes in what we consume and in how we 
organise our daily lives. No one is saying that this will be 
easy. We can start by accepting that change must come 
from us. It's no good waiting for governments to enforce 
radical change - they simply won't do it. By taking the 
initiative, we actually reclaim power as inhabitants of our 



planet and can then begin to create a new world in the here 
and now. 


And why isn't it going to be easy? We live in a system where 
we are repeatedly told from the day we're born that buying 
things will make us happy. We're told that we 'need' things 
which are in reality not needs but wants (and in a time of 
climate crisis many are actually luxuries). Corporations 
spend billions upon billions reiterating the message that we 
will be happy if we just find the right product. And all the 
time industry continues to exploit and destroy the planet 
(and its people) to keep churning out the plastic trash that 
we do not need. And when we buy the advertised 
entertainment goods, or clothes or even food, so much of 
which is made and grown on the other side of the world, 
rather than creating and growing these things ourselves 
(which is possible), we use a huge amount of resources in 
transportation. Not to mention losing the joy of creating 
and providing for ourselves! Instead, we buy, we use, we 
throw away - forgetting that there is no "away". And while 
recycling and composting are good and necessary, they are 
in no way enough as solutions to climate chaos. 


So how do we go about changing our high consumption 
lifestyles? Obviously it would be great if society en masse 
decided to re-localise agriculture, seriously invest in public 
transport or pull the plug on the advertising industry - but 
that's not currently looking too likely, is it? And therefore, 
as well as struggling to bring about these systemic changes 
as we do in our campaigning work, we also need to look to 
our own lifestyles. Look around and see how you live, how 
you can reduce your resource use in your home, slowly 
expanding your new ways of living into your local 



neighbourhoods, communities and places of work. Yes, 
we've all become attached to things that are not 
sustainable, and some changes will take grit and 
determination but on our side is the fact that we can work 
collectively to create and embrace new lifestyles, and in so 
doing re-create the hugely valuable sense of community 
that is being lost from our modern lives. 


Below we have created a list of links to various websites 
that relate to positive solutions. Some will suit you down to 
the ground, others will not. There is no one answer and all 
we hope is, given that most of our website is given over to 
facing up to and confronting corporate climate criminals 
(something we highly recommend), that some of these sites 
will help you to think about how you want to start changing 
your lifestyle too. 


There is a global climate justice movement rising up, and 
it's not just about confronting the root causes of climate 
change, it's also about creating a new world in the ruins of 
the old. 


If there has ever been a time to do that, that time is now. 


HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED? 


One thing you could do to start with is calculate your 
carbon footprint. That way you can find out where you 



create more carbon than you really need to. For a good 
analysis of which carbon calculators are most accurate, 
visit COIN. 


Other websites which may then be of interest (in 
alphabetical order): 


Agroforestry Research Trust. The Trust is a non-profit 
making charity, registered in England, which researches 
into temperate agroforestry and into all aspects of plant 
cropping and uses, with a focus on tree, shrub and 
perennial crops. 
www.agroforestry.co.uk. 


Centre for Alternative Technology. We offer solutions to 
some of the most serious challenges facing our planet and 
the human race, such as climate change, pollution and the 
waste of precious resources, e demonstrate practical ways 
of addressing these problems. Leading by example, we aim 
to show that living more sustainably is not only easy to 
attain but can provide a better quality of life. 
www.cat.org.uk. 


Community Composting Network. The Community 
Composting Network supports and promotes the 
community management and use of waste bio-degradable 
resources. It is a member's organisation, self-managed by 
an elected committee of members. 
www.communitycompost.org. 


Earth Activist Training. So much more than a permaculture 
design certification course, Earth Activist Training (EAT) 
weaves the principles of permaculture, earth-based 
spirituality, and regenerative activism into a captivating 
curriculum that blends classroom lecture and experiential 
exercises with practical, hands-on learning opportunities. 
www.earthactivisttraining.org. 


Low-Impact Living Initiative (LILI). A non-profit 
organisation whose mission is to help people reduce their 
impact on the environment, improve their quality of life, 
gain new skills, live in a healthier and more satisfying way, 
have fun and save money. 
www.lowimpact.org. 


Low Impact Life Onboard (LILO). The LILO website is 
where you'll find information about the eco-boating 
community in Britain, as well as the LILO Handbook. The 
Handbook is a guide and resource manual to low impact 
life on board. It's co-written by anyone who has something 
to contribute - whether it's personal experience, a tip on 
where to find eco-products or designs for a new biodiesel 
reactor. 

www.lilo.org.uk. 


Naturewise. Our work focuses on raising environmental 
awareness and enabling people to move towards living 
more sustainably.. We do this primarily through running 
permaculture courses, creating and promoting forest 
garden, and giving advice and consultations. We are based 


within the inner city of London and more recently in west 
Wales. 

www.naturewise.org.uk. 


Network for Climate Actions. The 'Positive Alternatives' 
pages are full of amazing resources, from how to install 
micro-generation renewable energy sources to bike 
maintenance, rainwater harvesting to growing your own 
food, it's all here - www.networkforclimateaction.org.uk. 


The Permaculture Association. Permaculture is about 
creating sustainable human habitats by following nature's 
patterns. An ecological design system that inspires and 
empowers us to create our own solutions to local and global 
problems. It provides ways to design and create healthy 
productive places to work, rest and play. 
www.permaculture.org.uk. 


Radical Routes. Radical Routes is a network of radical co¬ 
ops whose members are committed to working for positive 
social change. The network is made up mainly of housing 
co-ops of various sizes (but none have more than 15 
members), a few workers co-ops and a couple of social 
centres. 

www.radicalroutes.org.uk. 


Transition Towns. A Transition Initiative is a community 
working together to look Peak Oil and Climate Change 
squarely in the eye and address this BIG question: "for all 
those aspects of life that this community needs in order to 


sustain itself and thrive, how do we significantly increase 
resilience (to mitigate the effects of Peak Oil) and 
drastically reduce carbon emissions (to mitigate the effects 
of Climate Change)?" 

www. transitiontowns. org . 


(For a thought provoking analysis of the Transition Towns 
Initiative, visit - http://sparror.cubecinema.com/stuffit 
/trapese). 


Vegan Society. Promoting a vegan lifestyles - that is, ways 
of living that seek to exclude, as far as is possible, all forms 
of exploitation of animals for food, clothing or any other 
purpose. This is one personal step that can achieve a lot for 
the planet and the rest of its inhabitants. 
www.vegansociety.com. 
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Rat race 
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"Note: if using this image, please credit Polyp and include 
the web links above. Thanks!" 

Polyp's website 

Rat race! animated version on foei.org ("Consume less, live 
more"). 
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Consumerism for Beginners 
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Cartoons 

Here are a few cartoons which we have come across and 
thought others might like to see as well. Plus, of course, 
starting with the fantastic Funny Weather comic - 
everything you ever wanted to know about climate change 
but were afraid to ask! 
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Quotes 

This section consists - we think - of great quotes, mostly 
relating to resistance, oil and climate change, that we have 
come across. We’ll keep posting them up and once there 
are quite a few we may even figure out a way to categorise 
them. Let us have any you think might look good up here... 








'In the world as it is, the looking-glass world, the 
countries that guard the peace also make and sell the 
most weapons. The most prestigious banks launder 
the most drug money and harbour the most stolen 
cash. The most successful industries are the most 
poisonous for the planet. And saving the 
environment is the brilliant endeavour of the very 
companies that profit from annihilating it. Those 
who kill the most people in the shortest time win 
immunity and praise, as do those who destroy the 
most nature at the lowest cost.' 


Eduardo Galeano 

‘In the final analysis, accepting and living by 
sufficiency rather than excess offers a return to what 
is, culturally speaking, the human home: to the 
ancient order of family, community, good work; to a 
reverence for skill, creativity and creation; to a daily 
cadence slow enough to let us watch the sunset and 
stroll by the water's edge; to communities worth 
spending a lifetime in; and to local places pregnant 
with the memories of generations'. 


Durning, 1992, 'How much is enough?' 

'The Kyoto Protocol has put its faith in markets. 
How can we as indigenous people put our faith in 
these approaches when it is the market's 
unquenchable thirst for consuming resources that 
has caused the problem in the first place.' 

Clayton Muller-Thomas of Indigenous Environment 
Network (ENI - www.ienearth.org) 





‘g of the 10 warmest years on record have 
occurred since 1990’ and as a result of this global 
warming and ensuing climate chaos, ‘a quarter of 
the world’s mammal species and 12% of bird species 
are in danger of extinction’ 


New Economics Foundation (2002). 

'In the world as it is, the looking-glass world, the 
countries that guard the peace also make and sell the 
most weapons. The most prestigious banks launder 
the most drug money and harbour the most stolen 
cash. The most successful industries are the most 
poisonous for the planet. And saving the 
environment is the brilliant endeavour of the very 
companies that profit from annihilating it. Those 
who kill the most people in the shortest time win 
immunity and praise, as do those who destroy the 
most nature at the lowest cost.' 


Eduardo Galeano 

‘In the final analysis, accepting and living by 
sufficiency rather than excess offers a return to what 
is, culturally speaking, the human home: to the 
ancient order of family, community, good work; to a 
reverence for skill, creativity and creation; to a daily 
cadence slow enough to let us watch the sunset and 
stroll by the water's edge; to communities worth 
spending a lifetime in; and to local places pregnant 
with the memories of generations’. 


Durning, 1992, 'How much is enough?' 




‘g of the 10 warmest years on record have 
occurred since 1990’ and as a result of this global 
warming and ensuing climate chaos, ‘a quarter of 
the world’s mammal species and 12% of bird species 
are in danger of extinction’ 


New Economics Foundation (2002). 

‘We know that the white man has put a price on 
all that is alive...He trades with his own blood and he 
wants us to do the same with our sacred territory, 
with the blood of the earth which they call 
petroleum...In former times, the dark path of 
plunder, genocide and injustice against our people 
was lit by a candle in the name of God and His 
Majesty. Now it is lit by oil in the name of progress 
and money...The white man has declared war on 
everything, except his own inner poverty. He has 
declared war on time and he has even declared war 
on himself... We are children of the earth, help us 
defend her’. 

Berito Kubara U’wa, of the U’wa indigenous community 
(Colombia) 

'Studies show that the lives of the poor have not 
significantly improved since the arrival of the oil 
industry as measured by the provision of basic 
services ... the same time the poor have suffered 
disproportionately from the increase in political 
violence, and from environmental problems, as they 
are more dependent on their immediate 
surroundings than their richer neighbours.' 




CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam GB & Save the Children 
Fund, July 1999. 

'Putting a price on the environment will not save 
it.' 


Sharon Beder, The Environment Goes to Market, 1996. 


‘By 2050 a million species could face extinction’. 


United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, 2004. 

‘We will not sacrifice the birthright of our future 
generations for short-term economic gain that will 
have long-term devastation on our peoples. Our 
Indigenous peoples have a direct spiritual, cultural, 
intimate relationship to the natural world, and we 
suffer most immediately and directly from any 
adverse effects of imposed or existing unsustainable 
development projects. ’ 


Faith Gemmill, Gwich'in indigenous leader and REDOIL 
(Resisting Environmental Devastation On Indigenous 
Lands) member on plans to drill in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Reserve (ANWR) 

‘The business-as-usual way of dealing with the 
Earth’s system is not an option’ 

Amsterdam Declaration on Global Change, 2001. 



'Environmental economics represents (the) 
adjustment of cranks and levers of the old machine 
by economists working on behalf of business leaders. 
This will only subvert any real hope for change.' 


Sharon Beder, The Environment Goes to Market, 1996. 

‘The Financial Initiative of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) recently 
calculated that the economic costs of global warming 
are doubling every decade. The cumulative number 
of people affected by disasters rose to two billion in 
the lggos ... virtually all are concentrated in poorer 
countries. ’ V 


New Economics Foundation, 2004. 

'Global warming, more than war or political 
upheaval, stands to displace many millions of 
people. And climate change is being driven by the 
fossil-fuel-intensive lifestyles that we enjoy so much.' 


New Economics Foundation, 2004. 

‘How can we continue to let oil companies be 
parallel states in the countries where they are 
producing oil? They label all locals as guerrillas and 
demand increased security. I don’t believe we 
(Colombians) are genetically disposed towards 
violence. Nor do I think that people from rich 
countries are genetically disposed towards peace or 
have the right to impose on us their concept of peace 
or development.’ 



Claudia Sampedro, a lawyer coordinating human rights 
cases against BP in Colombia. 

'Between 1950 and 1990, the world’s human 
population more than doubled... water use nearly 
tripled, fish consumption grew 4.4-fold, and energy 
use quintupled... The use of chemical fertilisers 
increased roughly tenfold... and global air travel, 
which causes significant atmospheric pollution, 
soared nearly 7 o-fold. On average, resource use per 
person nearly tripled between 1950 and 1990.' 


Corson, 2003. 

‘There have been five mass extinctions, but this 
is the first time a species risks generating its own 
demise’. 


Labour’s Ex-Environment Minister, Michael Meacher, 
February 2003. 

"The money king is only an illusion. Capitalism 
is blind and barbaric. It buys consciences, 
governments, peoples, and nations. It poisons the 
water and the air. It destroys everything. And to the 
U'wa, it says that we are crazy, but we want to 
continue being crazy if it means we can continue to 
exist on our dear mother EARTH. Brother and sisters 
of the world, the U'wa will continue defending 
mother earth. We invite you to continue 
accompanying us. Thank you for believing in us. " 


U'wa Victory Communique May 7th 2002 



“In [Britain]...writers write to entertain. They 
raise questions of individual existence - the angst of 
the individual. But for a Nigerian writer in my 
position you can’t go into this. My literature has to 
be combative...You cannot have ‘artfor art’s sake’, 
this art must do something... 

What is of interest to me is that my art should be able 
to alter the lives of a large number of people, a whole 
community, of the entire country...So the stories that 
I tell must have a different sort of purpose from the 
artist in the western world. 

It’s not an ego trip, it’s serious, it’s politics, it’s 
economics, it’s everything. And art in that instance 
becomes so meaningful both to the artist and to the 
consumers of that art.” 

V 


Ken Saro-Wiwa, 1994 interview 

“I can’t tell you what art does and how it does it, 
but I know that art has often judged the judges, 
pleaded revenge to the innocent and shown to the 
future what the past has forgotten. I know too that 
the powerful fear art, whatever its form, when it 
does this, and that amongst the people such art 
sometimes runs like a rumour and a legend because 
it makes sense of what life’s brutalities cannot, a 
sense that unites us, for it is inseparable from a 
justice at last. 

Art, when it functions like this, becomes a meeting- 
place of the invisible, the irreducible, the enduring, 
guts and honour.” 



John Berger (from essay “Miners” about the Miners’ Strike) 


'In the depth of winter I finally learned that 
there was in me invincible summer' 


Albert Camus 

“The announcement of an oil discovery in any 
territory is comparable to the declaration of war 
against the territory. Oil destroys the environment, 
contaminates water and air, and it also 
contaminates the social structure, destroys forests, 
destroys life and livelihoods and holds nothing 
sacred.” 


Nnimmo Bassey, of Environmental Rights Action Nigeria & 
chair of Oilwatch Africa. 

"The carbon market doesn't care about 
sustainable development. All it cares about is the 
carbon price... the carbon market is not going to be 
able to put sustainable development and everything 
else into one price." 

Jack Cogen, President ofNatsource, a carbon asset 
manager and the biggest private sector buyer of 
carbon credits in the market, speaking Monday 5 
December 2005 in Montreal at an International 
Emissions Trading Association/World Bank side 
event at the international climate negotiations. 


From http://www.climatejustice.blogspot.com 

In the Name of The Wars, the Oil, and the 
Climate Chaos - Hell's Trinity 






Dreamt up during climate camp preparations, June '06 

‘As individuals, we have to do something more 
transcendent than just taking up space living on the 
planet.’ 

Doug Tompkins 

"We've made a lot of mistakes over the centuries 
as we've struggled to 

understand the nature of coal and its smoke. Some 
thought coal grew 

underground from seeds or in mines guarded by 
deamons or dragons. Some saw 
in the mines scientific proof of biblicalflood. Some 
credited coal with 

protecting people from the bubonic plague; others 
accused it of promoting 

baldness, tooth decay, sordid murders, caustic 
speech and fuzzy thinking. 

More recently many of us believed we could burn 
vast amounts of coal 

without disrupting the natural balance of the planet. 
No doubt we have 

still much to learn about coal, but at least we've been 

able to dispel 

many of the old myths." 

'Coal: A Human History' by Barbara Freese 

'Change your life not the climate!' 

'Cruising to chaos on a ship of fools' 



'Oi Noah! best get building!' 


'Switch on, take back the power.' 

'Climate change is as real as it gets, let's take our 
heads out of the sand get together and do something 
about it.' 


'Inaction is not an option.' 

'Staggering blindford along the clifftop of 
climate chaos.' 


"Most notable as a major issue of concern is the 
nexus between climate change and the widespread 
prevalence of poverty in the world. The impacts of 
climate change will fall disproportionately upon 
developing countries and the poor persons within all 
countries, thereby exacerbating inequities in health 
status and access to adequate food, clean water and 
other resources." 


R. K. Pachauri, Ph.D, Chairman of the United Nation's 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

'Perhaps we cannot raise the wind. But each of 
us can put up the sail, so that when the wind comes 
we can catch it.' 


EF Schumacher 



"It may be that we are doomed, that there is no 
hope for us, any of us, 

but if that is so then let us set up a last agonising, 
bloodcurdling 

howl, a screech of defiance, a war whoop! Away 
with lamentation! Away 

with elegies and dirges! Away with biographies and 
histories, and 

libraries and museums! Let the dead eat the dead. 

Let us living ones 

dance about the rim of the crater, a last expiring 
dance. But a dance!" 

Henry Miller, 'Tropic of Cancer', 1934 

“We’re always pushing the limits, always 
pushing the frontiers,” says Mickey Driver of 
Chevron. With unprecedented demand forcing 
energy prices into record territory this year, 
international oil and gas companies are going 
deeper, in increasingly untested areas on both land 
and in water, to scour the earth for more resources. 
The most easily accessible fields are fast running out, 
and growing nationalism over natural resources is 
blocking international companies’efforts to replace 
them in the traditional manner. This forces 
companies such as Chevron, BP and Shell to turn to 
innovation, technology and forward-looking 
management to survive. 

Part of the challenge is to get the latest equipment 
and the right skills in place. Chevron is the largest 
leaseholder in the deep water section of the Gulf but, 
like everyone else, it is dependent on the oil services 
industry to get its findings to market. That means 
competing with the global oil and gas industry for 



experienced workers and cutting-edge technology. 


“We need more of everything,” says Larry Nichols, 
chief executive of Devon Energy, a US oil and gas 
company, referring to both experienced workers and 
the latest drilling and production equipment. “We’re 
all raiding each other for geologists and other staff 
because we’re all trying to drill.” 


Quoted in the Financial Times, 006 

“Whatever Stern says, this isn’t an abstract 
argument about economics, it’s 
about the reality that our current consumption and 
production patterns are 

killing people - and it can only get worse. The price 
of inaction will be 

measured in lives lost, not pounds spent. 

Many thousands around the world are paying the 
price for our lifestyles in 

the affluent West: men, women and children in 

Africa are dying, right now, 

from famines and droughts driven by climate 

change. 


Dr Caroline Lucas MEP, US Embassy, London, 4.11.06 

"We are a part of everything that is beneath us, 
above us, and around us. Our past is our present, 
our present is our future, and our future is seven 
generations past and present." 



Haudenosaunee teaching 


'There's a lot that's bad. But there's a lot to smile 
about. There's a lot to do. Oh won't you say you'll 
come too?' 


Oscar, from the band 65 Days of Static 
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Films 


Here is a list of films which we would recommend. You can 
also view all pages tagged as 'video' on this site. 

Rising Tide North America Climate Action Tour 
Video, Part 1 (click the play button to watch the film on 
this page, or go to this Google Videos page to watch it full¬ 
screen.) 

Rising Tide North America Climate Action Tour 
Video, Part 2 (click the play button to watch the film on 
this page, or go to this Google Videos page to watch it full¬ 
screen.) 





climate camp 2007 rushes 



Camp for Climate action 2007- the insiders view 

Various formats on archive.org 



’Reclaim Power’ - voices from the Camp for 
Climate Action 2006 

More information and getting a copy 
Play sample (.mpg 157MB) 



CHEEKY APOCALYPSE- CLIMATE CHANG 



Cheeky Apocalypse 

George Marshall and Richard Hering 



Air travel 

Don't fly within Europe - take a train! 


Other films we recommend 





Still We Ride (re. NYC Critical Mass) 


Reach for the Sky (re. aviation resistance) 

Remember Saro-Wiwa Raised Voices (raisedvoices.net) 

Sakhalin's Black Tears 

The Oil Factor 

The End of Suburbia 

Oil Crash 

Tags: 

Video 
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Legal briefing 

We are not legal experts so we suggest that if you want to 
know about the arrest and trial process in the UK you check 

out the Activists' Legal Project. 


< Reports 


u 
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Help 

You usually want to add an article. 

Tagging: 

Affects placement in menu structure e.g. Community, 
Actions, Events. 


Tags: Choose one or more categories, or add optional user 






tags. 


Options 

You'll usually want to have articles 'Published' and 
'Promoted to front page'. Articles can be made 'Sticky at top 
of lists' to always show at the top. Multiple 'Sticky' articles 
will be sorted by date (which can be fiddled). If an article 
needs to be sticky at the top of one section (e.g. London) 
but not the front page, the simplest way currently is to 
make a copy of the article, sticky and not published to front 
page. 


Uploading/Inserting images 


Use 


image button on editor, select file browser ||] 


upload (if necessary) or select image, then insert, then add 
description and select update. Avoid spaces in filenames. 


The system offers some resizing options, or resize images 
before uploading (try pixlr.com). Large 'poster' type images 
if necessary can be added as attached files rather than 
images. 


Images alignment - Defaults to floating left inline with text; 
larger images will shift the text below them. 


Copyrights 

Others' works including images and music are 
automatically copyrighted unless otherwise stated and 
should not be used with proper permissions. See 
Resources: 


Resources 

o commons.wikimedia.org 
o soundcloud.com 
o ccmixter.org 






Embedding videos 

Upload somewhere else, get link or code, use Insert 
Embedded media button on editor: either add link or add 
embed code under 'source' tab. 

Attaching files 

Use attachments section down the page. 

Optionally copy link and add using Insert Link button on 
editor. 

Don't try attaching huge files like videos. Store them 
somewhere else and link. 

Authoring 

You can delete 'Authoring' information when submitting 
content and the site will usually not show usernames while 
keeping the submitted date, but note that posting is not 
really anonymous. 

Tips 

o Please try avoid pasting large amounts of complicated 
MS Word content straight into the editor. You may 
need to convert it to plain text via a text editor first, 
o Avoid vague terms like 'today' or 'next monday' - 
rather put the date with year in. 
o Text within images should be repeated as plain text, 
o Avoid putting risingtide.org.uk emails in articles- 
they get harvested for spam and there's contact 
facilities on the site anyway, 
o Use relative paths for links (e.g. /london/...) rather 
than absolute (e.g. http://risingtide.org.uk...). 


Other 


Support 

Contact support and the enquiry will be picked up by an 
editor or admin. 


Reports 

Techno-fixes (Corporate Watch, August 2008) 


% 

V 

fr 





This report investigates the large scale 
technologies that corporations and 
governments are putting on the table, 
including hydrogen, carbon capture and 
storage, agrofuels, electricity from 
nuclear, solar and wind, as well as a 
range of ideas to reflect the sun’s 
energy or remove carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere. It finds what works, 
what doesn’t, the present state of these 
industries and where they’re heading. It 
explains why, even though many of the 
technologies do work, the corporate- 
capitalist model cannot deploy them 
effectively, and it goes in search of more 
realistic and socially just solutions. 


Cashing in on Coal (Platform, August 2008) 



High street banks are making millions 
by providing the financial fuel that 
drives the expansion of coal 
extraction and combustion. This 
report examines the role in the last 
two years of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland (RBS), HSBC and Barclays 
in providing and arranging the 
financial means to the coal industry 
to extract and burn vast quantities of 
coal. The report reveals that RBS has 
helped lend more money to the coal 
industry, in more deals, than any 
other major UK bank. 

Exit Strategy - BP and the Refuelling of Heathrow 

This article is adapted from a presentation given by James 
Marriott of PLATFORM at the Camp for Climate Action, 
Heathrow, August 2007. 

CARBON TRADE REPORT 

Carbon Trade Watch has produced an excellent critique of 
carbon trading: 'The Sky is Not the Limit - The Emerging 
Market in Greenhouse Gases'. The briefing paper can be 
downloaded from www.tni.org/reports/ctw/sky.htm 

More on the campaign against carbon trading ... 

The Case Against Carbon Trading. 

A three page Rising Tide briefing summarising the main 
criticisms and areas of concern. 

Corner House Briefing: Democracy or Carbocracy 

This very well written 50 page report by Larry Lohmann is 
a key text for anyone wanting to understand carbon trading 
and the bogus science of sequestration. 

The problems with sinks 

Workshop given by Jutta Kill of FERN at the October 2001 



Cashing in on Coal 

RliS, UK Barks and the G oba Cool lndJSt*y 



Risingtide Gathering. 


UNIVERSITIES IMPLICATED IN CLIMATE CHANGE 

"Degrees of Capture" from Platform, Corporate Watch and 
New Economics Foundation, outlines how Britain's 
universities and colleges are being co-opted into directing 
their research and training for the benefit of the fossil fuel 
industry. 

MOPG research 

Some of the research work that has 

been done for the Minorca Opencast Protest Group as part 
of their campaign to 

prevent UK Coal pic gaining planning approval for a new 
site, the Minorca 

Surface Mine, near Measham in Leicestershire. 

Attachments: 

01 degrees of capture pdf.pdf 
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Fifty ideas for actions on climate change 

In May and June 2001, the Rising Tide Climate Chaos Tour 
visited 12 cities in Britain. Some 300 people came to the 
Tour. In the last session of each gig people broke into small 
groups and brainstormed ideas for action. This is a list 
taken from their ideas. 

This list proves that no one can argue that there’s nothing 
we can do about climate change. Our only problem now is 
choosing what to do- and when has that ever been an 
excuse for not doing anything?! 

1. Organise a Critical Mass with a climate chaos theme 




2. Set up a climate change pirate radio station (there is a 
tape of material already prepared) 

3. Find out the sea-level rise or flood level predictions for 
your area (Met Office, Environment Agency) and 
paint/chalk this level in blue around town, on council 
buildings, petrol stations, etc. Accompany with 
flyposters/leaflets explaining the line and forecasted 
impacts of extreme weather 

4. Take action to reduce your own energy consumption- set 
yourself a target. Tell everyone about it- your family, 
friends, neighbours and get their support (like giving up 
smoking!) 

5. Make an empowerment video focused on weather chaos 
and our responses to it and distribute it and show it. 

6. Agit-crop! Planting or seed sowing to spell out a 
message, in council flowerbeds, railway embankments, 
open spaces 

7. Target traffic jams with leaflets about greenhouse gas 
emissions 

8. Produce local guide to help people buy ethical local 
produce 

9. Declare a car share or green transport week, support 
with posters, leaflets, actions 

10. Set up an info shop/ or a stall in a busy place 

11. Produce posters, distribute them, flypost them all over 
town 

12. Talk with your friends of neighbours about what you 
could do collectively, such as car share, setting personal 



targets, planning an action, organising school transport etc. 


13. Grow at least some of your own food. Reclaim some 
space to do this with others, get an allotment, grow stuff in 
pots 

14. Declare a car-free zone in your town and put up car-free 
road signs 

15. Blockade or occupy a power station. Block plans for any 
new power stations. 

16. Make "Wanted" posters in car parks for crimes against 
the biosphere with pictures of cars. 

17. Find out council/local authority development plans, put 
in your own ideas, challenge anything that doesn’t take 
account of reducing emissions 

18. Visit electricity/electrical goods retailers, note how 
much effort they put put energy efficiency. Set up an info 
shop outside (or inside!) for the day 

19. Mobilise against incinerators, make the links about 
greenhouse gas emissions 

20. Energy reduction - raise the issue in your workplace or 
school 

21. Take your holidays in England. 

22. Hassle everyone you know to change their lightbulbs 

23. Subvertise-distort the messages on adverts for climate 
criminals, such as car adverts, all flights! (See 

www.subvertise.org.uk for some ideas) 

24. React to events- when there the next unseasonal 
flooding, record drought, or unexpected storm, get out on 


the streets protesting and making the links for people. 
Prepare a local phone tree to pull people together at short 
notice to do this. 

25. Guerilla Energy Reduction! Put a brick in the cistern, 
turn down heating, change heating timers to come on less, 
swap old lightbulbs for energy efficient ones 

26. Get out there and start talking! We have detailed 
materials on how to structure talks and do speaker 
trainings. Better still, get on the road and do your own 
version of the Rising Tide Tour. 

27. If it snows people with bad insulation have no snow on 
their roofs- put a leaflet through their doors about climate 
chaos and telling how much they can save with roof 
insulation (plus what grants are available) 

28. Prepare materials for teachers, and do talks and 
activities in schools 

29. Buy green electricity. For details on the best companies 

go to http://www.foe.co.uk 

30. Start a solar water heating club 

31. Shut down petrol stations and offer advice on how to 
kick the habit - offer alternatives to oil addiction, such as 
free bikes 

32. Put up displays at events, public places (the library, 
public noticeboards), or flypost. Basic display packs from 
Rising Tide 

33. Do a 90% for 90% action- leafleting the train. 

34. Give out cartoon booklets everywhere! Photocopy and 
flypost them 


35- Fix up some bikes (universities and stations good place 
to ask for leftovers) and set up a local free bike scheme, like 
they used to have in Amsterdam. 

36. Nautical Critical Mass! Put cut-out fish in trees and on 
car windscreens with a message/website, (see fish in the 
resources section of this web site) 

37. Talk with people in this country who have relatives 
abroad already being affected by weather chaos such as 
people from the Pakistan, Bangladeshi communities. 

38. Create images of what future climate chaos could look 
like in your region/town and paste them up. 

39. Paint cycle lanes, or Think Bike signs on the road. 

40. Take infra-red photos of public buildings during winter 
and confront people with the picture of how much heat is 
going into the air (send photos to the newspapers) 

41. Put up Climate Chaos Ahead road signs on all rush-hour 
approaches to town 

42. Write a message on the top of your umbrella so 
everyone can see it when it rains 

43. Hang banners from bridges over motoroways and busy 
roads during rush hours- thousands will see them (stay 
with the banner or the police will remove it and not give it 
back!) 

44. Occupy the offices of companies not reducing 
emissions, or part of increasing emissions Organise benefit 
gigs to fund more Rising Tide resources, or to support 
people affected by extreme weather in the global south 
(survivors of last years Mozambique floods sent a donation 
to people whose homes were flooded in Malton, Yorkshire 



45 - Plough up a motorway and create a park! 

46. Link up with other groups/campaigns with linked 
concerns - such as fuel poverty groups, local local 
refugee/asylum seekers support groups. Plan joint work 
around environmental refugees. 

47. Campaign for not-for-profit public transport 

48. Set hosepipes on offices of oil and airline companies 
and flood them! 

49. Start a campaign against all air flights where people can 
take a train (eg England to Scotland, London to Paris) 

AND. 

50. Get together with other people, work out what you want 
to achieve, plan your actions/campaign and DO IT! 

START BY GOING TO THE RESOURCES PAGE, 
DOWNLOADING SOME OF THE MATERIALS AND 
GETTING THEM OUT 

Rising Tide- 16th August, 2001 
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Lifestyle emissions factsheet 

HIGH CONSUMPTION LIFESTYLES 
AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Rising Tide Gathering Workshop notes- October 2001 





WHAT IS LIFESTYLE CONSUMPTION? 


This workshop defines lifestyle as "products and services 
consumed as part of an individual's day to day life and over 
which he or she has a degree of choice regarding product, 
quantity and price Each person’s lifestyle is therefore 
developed by themselves in daily negotiation with the 
wider society and the consumer market. 

By this definition, an individual’s lifestyle consumption is 
composed of: 

o House- heating, lighting, appliances 
o Transport-cars, buses, flights 
o Product consumption- clothes, food, and general 
household "goods" 

SO HOW MUCH DO THESE LIFESTYLE ITEMS 
CONTRIBUTE TO GREENHOUSE GAS 
MISSIONS? 

A lot. Houses and personal transport alone account for half 
of all emissions. In 1999 UK energy consumption including 
electricity was 156 million tonnes of oil equivalent divided 
approximately three ways- 

o one third transport (53 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent) 

o one third domestic (46 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent) 

o one third everything else (industry, agriculture, 
services, government etc.) 

Nearly one half of non-transport energy use was domestic. 
The transport section broke down approximately half on 
cars and taxis, 5% buses, trucks 25% non-road 25%. So, in 
this too, personal lifestyle consumption accounts for nearly 
exactly half energy use. Domestic water heating alone 



consumes three times as much energy as the Iron and Steel 
industry, and 50% more than all the heavy trucks on the 
road 


WHERE DOES IT GO? 

HOUSE - AVERAGE 2.8 TONNES CO 2 PER PERSON 
Space Heating 50% Cooking 5% 

Lighting and appliance energy 20% Water Heating 25% 

There is a huge difference between different houses. A 
draughty and badly insulated Victorian house can take five 
times more energy to heat than a new house. A good 
quality gas boiler will produce a third of the greenhouse gas 
emissions as water or space heating by electricity. 

CARS-AVERAGE 1.6 TONNES CO 2 PER PERSON 

Manufacturing a car produces 5 tonnes of CO 2 . After that, 
every litre of petrol produces 2.5 kg of CO 2 , on average 
consumption that’s just under half a kilo of CO 2 per mile. 
Someone who commutes 20 miles each way to work will 
produce over 4 tonnes of CO 2 from commuting alone. 

FLIGHTS 

Flights are ignored in national and international climate 
change statistics and are therefore ignored in national 
accounting of greenhouse gas emissions. Jet planes drink 
fuel, so even though they are a form of public transport, the 
oil consumption per person per mile is approximately the 
same as a car with one person in it. However, the 
greenhouse impact is three times as high per mile because 
jet planes distribute pollution and water vapour high in the 
atmosphere. One long haul flight can outweigh all other 
personal emissions. Typical return flights: 

London- Paris return 626 kg CO 2 London-Sydney 10.8 



tonnes CO 2 


London-New York 4.25 tonnes CO 2 London-South of Spain 
1.4 tonnes CO 2 

PRODUCT CONSUMPTION 

General consumption can be very significant- it 
encompasses all agricultural emissions, most industry and 
most transport. The general consumption of average 
American produces 10 tonnes of CO 2 . The UK average is 
probably around half this- around 4-5 tonnes per year. The 
products people consume make a major statement about 
the kind of person they are (or want to be) and vary 
enormously from person to person. 

Diet is also a factor- home produced vegetables are carbon 
neutral, average supermarket vegetables have often used 
up their own weight in fossil fuels. Beef is a particular 
problem. To produce one pound of beef, a cow has 
produced half a pound of methane, a very powerful 
greenhouse gas which is equivalent to 10.5 lbs of CO 2 . The 
beef eaten by the average American in a year has produced 
the methane equivalent of 1.4 tons of CO 2 . 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES 

The average UK person’s emissions are ten times higher 
than an Indian who is effectively subsidising our emissions. 
There are also enormous differences between people’s 
emissions within the UK depending on 

income, size of house, use and size of car. Again the low 
consumers are subsidising the impacts of the high 
consumers. However, poor people can also be high 
consumers of energy. Britain has the worst insulated and 
oldest housing stock in Europe and as a result 4.5 million 
households in Britain are defined as "fuel poor"- they 
cannot buy sufficient energy with 10% of their income to 



have a warm healthy home. When temperatures fall to 4°C, 
95% of rented homes are unable to meet healthy 
temperatures with all the heating on. In 1999-2000, a mild 
year, 55,000 people died from cold and damp related 
illnesses, at least half due to poor housing issues. So high 
energy consumption creates poverty and bad insulation 
kills. 

DIFFERENT PEOPLE SCENARIOS 

AVERAGEPERSON 

In 1995 sexless ageless average UK person produced 9.6 
tonnes CO 2 from all sources 

. His/her lifestyle emissions would be: 

House and water heating 2.1 tonnes Car 1.6 tonnes 

Products and food 4.0 tonnes Lighting and appliances 0.7 
tonnes 

TOTAL 8.4 tonnes 

TYPICAL FAMILY - MR. AND MRS SMITH WITH THEIR 
TWO KIDS 

Mr and Mrs Average live in a 1930’s semi with the usual 
range of appliances, central heating etc. They have one 
family car which they drive 10,000 miles per year. 

House heating and water 4.7 tonnes CO 2 

Lighting and appliance energy 3.3 tonnes CO 2 

Car 5 tonnes (10,000 miles@500g C 0 2 /mile) 

Food and product consumption 6 tonnes CO 2 


Annual flight to Spain for four 4.6 tonnes CO 2 (4 people @ 



1.4 tonnes CO 1 2 each) 


TOTAL 23.6 tonnes CO 2 (5.9 tonnes each) 

AVERAGE YOUNG ECO-ACTIVIST 

The eco-activist, Elf Spirit, lives in a shared Victorian 
housing collective with 5 other people. The house has poor 
insulation and single glazing. Everyone shares a fridge and 
washing machine which are old inefficient models. She 
buys things second hand whenever possible buys local 
organic vegetarian food. She has no car, but travels 
extensively by train and made one trip to San Francisco 
stopping over in New York. 

House heating and water 2 tonnes CO 2 

Appliance energy 0.5 tonnes CO 2 

Food and products 0.75 tonnes CO 2 

Bus and train travel 0.5 tonnes 

TOTAL WITHOUT FLIGHT 3.75 tonnes CO 2 

London-New York-San Francisco return 7.15 tonnes CO 2 

TOTAL WITH FLIGHT 10.9 tonnes CO 2 

SOLUTIONS 

To avoid climate change, emissions per person need to fall 
to 2.45 tonnes per person. With existing technology this 
can only be achieved with the following national lifestyle 
changes: 

1. a renovation of all housing stock to dramatically reduce 
domestic energy demand to a level which can be met 
entirely from renewable energy. 

2. reductions in general consumption and support for local 



produce 

3. increased public transport and the end of car 
dependency and commuting 

4. less overall travel and commuting and an end to jet 
flights for international transport 

IMMEDIATE PERSONAL CHANGES 

1. Calculate your carbon footprint using these websites and 
the figures above. The best sites in English using metric 
measurements are: 

http://www.bestfootforward.com/carbonlife.htm - Simple- 
though with subjective questions which are easy to cheat. 

http://www.carboncalculator.org - Probably the best UK 
site — though a little hard to use. 

http://www.chooseclimate.org/flying/mf.html - Great site 
for calculating the emissions of your flights. 

2. Taking immediate steps to improve your emissions 
performance, starting with investments in insulation, 
draughtproofing and low energy lightbulbs (each one of 
which can will save up to one tonne of CO 2 over its 
lifetime). Turning down the thermostat by just i°C will save 
600 kg of CO 2 per year for an average house. Try to avoid 
all unnecessary car use and flights. Transfer your electricity 
to "green electricity". 

3. Campaign to demand action on sub-standard housing by 
local and national government, improved public transport, 
the end to internal flights within the UK and Europe. 

4. Inform and educate people about their emissions. Build 
and publicise local action. 


George Marshall, October 2001 
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Managing groups, meetings and talks 

MANAGING LARGE GROUPS AND FACILITATING 
MEETINGS 

o There are many different types of talks and situations 
to talk in. Sometimes you will be talking on your own, 
sometimes as part of a panel of speakers. 

o Find out what the overall theme is, who the other 
speakers are and what they will be talking about, the 
order of speakers; the time available and your focus 
and aims. 

o Sometimes you will be asked to give a more 
interactive workshop, where you need a few more 
skills at hand. 

o Sometimes you will need to split the group up 
according to interest groups / ways of campaigning / 
ideas and discussion groups etc. Your role here will 
encompass facilitating large groups, as well as 
providing information. 

o As before, the more info you can find out beforehand 
the better - the likely numbers, what they are 
expecting to get out of it, the info they may already 
have. 

o Sometimes you will have a chairperson /facilitator to 
organise the meeting - this is the ideal situation, but 
sometimes this role may fall to you, so its best to be 
prepared. 


l. THE ROLE OF THE FACILITATOR 


o A facilitator’s role differs from just speaking at a 
meeting. It involves getting the best possible 




contribution from every participant and keeping the 
group moving towards its aims, 
o Always introduce yourself, and get everyone to 
introduce themselves - depending on the size of the 
group, this could be done in smaller groups instead, 
o Set some boundaries and aims at the beginning of the 
meeting - time, subject, aims of meeting, what the 
facilitator aims to do and where this responsibility 
ends, behaviour -what is and isn’t acceptable in this 
meeting. 

o Tune in to the overall group throughout the meeting - 
check energy levels, interest in subject, whether the 
aims are being fulfilled, structure - are large / small 
groups working well and time. 

2 . SOME TOOLS FOR INVOLVING 
PEOPLE 

Go round - ensure everyone gets a chance to speak. This 
can become unfocussed, so best to establish what the 
purpose of the go round is, what info you want from people 
and write this up on some flipchart beforehand. Lay out the 
ground rules if people are new to this - everyone goes in 
turn without interruption or comment from other people. 
Go rounds can take time, and need careful facilitation, but 
can ground a group and allow important ideas to come up. 

Brainstorms - often fast and chaotic. Have a ‘scribe’ or two, 
writing key words where everyone can see them whilst 
anyone and everyone speaks without discussion or 
censorship (thinking and organising the ideas comes 
afterwards, if necessary). Good for getting breadth of ideas 
on a 

subject and can sometimes free up energy when its going a 
bit stale. 


Mapping - use large writing where everyone can see it. 



Arrange key words in clusters (or out on their own) 
connecting arrows, colours etc. Says a lot more than a 
simple list. 

Splitting up / making up - there are times when it is best 
for everyone to hear the same story at the same time, and it 
can be empowering to be in a large group working together. 
Sometimes a large group is unwieldy and can be dominated 
by a few people/ideas, so its best to split into smaller 
groups to allow easier focus and everyone to speak and feel 
involved. Splitting into small groups can be time 
consuming, so think clearly what sort of groups you need - 
should it be a random split (eg numbering off) or specific 
interest groups. Whatever you do, be confident and explain 
clearly what you want the groups to do. If you have specific 
questions/topics for the group to concentrate on, write 
these on flipchart beforehand and give them to each group. 
If you are going to have them feedback at the end, you need 
to say clearly what they need to feedback. 

Energisers and games - Sometimes people cannot 
concentrate because they have been listening too long or 
the subject makes them tired - use your judgement to 
introduce some games or energisers. These can be a simple 
two minute turn to your neighbour and say how you’re 
finding it so far/what you had for breakfast/anything, or a 
stretch, or get people playing a game. Be sensitive to the 
audience though - the aim is to get their attention focused 
again afterwards, not to be embarrassed rigid, feel isolated 
or have people behaving in insensitive or cliquey ways. 

Ice breakers - People come to meetings and talks with lots 
in their heads. Some people will be thinking of their day at 
work, somebody may have had an argument, somebody 
may be scared and not know anyone else. Icebreakers can 
help get people into the present more. Used well and 
confidently they can ground the group and help people to 



concentrate on the workshop/ meeting - but also be aware 
that they can take up time. Some people may not want to be 
involved - try gentle encouragement, but not 
embarrassment. 

Group discussion- If you are the key speaker, the meeting 
will go better if someone else is thinking about the group. 
When it comes to the discussion part, that person needs to 
keep an eye on the audience to see who wants to speak, and 
ensure that no-one dominates the group. If there are 
particular themes for discussion, the facilitator needs to be 
aware, and ask if there are more questions on this theme, 
or notice that there are other questions out there which 
need to be answered. 

3. GETTING INFORMATION ACROSS 
CREATIVELY 

Depending on your audience, you may not want to talk for 
all the time 

you have. Some small group work can be useful in getting 

people working 

together. 

Some examples: 

o give each group a newspaper clipping and get them to 
agree on the most important piece of info for local 
people to hear, and how they would get this across 
o give pairs some bite sized chunks of info, get them to 
read, talk about it and report back to the group the 3 
major points 

o get a group to plan a campaign which they could carry 
out, or propose a course of action for the whole group 
o If you are working with a specific group, they will 
have a better idea of how to campaign for their 
audience than you. You can help tease out the ideas 



and provide stimulus - they can tailor it. 


Some examples of dividing up into smaller groups: 

o Pairs- Turning to the person to your left/ 
right/someone you don’t know 
o Numbering off - This divides people up randomly, 
and is good for mixing people together. Decide how 
many small groups you want, then go round giving 
each person a number - eg five groups needed, go 
round giving people 1,2,3 etc till everyone has a 
number, then divide up. A more creative way would 
be names - maybe oil companies! Similar principle to 
numbering though. 

o Focus groups - Are there groups wanting to focus on 
specific areas - it may make more sense to divide up 
accordingly 

4. POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WHEN 
DEALING WITH LARGE GROUPS 

o People dominating the group discussion to the 
detriment of the larger group 
o People wanting attention 

o A group which is lacking in energy and enthusiasm 
o People wanting to pick personal arguments with the 
facilitator / speaker over what has been said 
o Someone in audience is an expert in one aspect and 
out to discredit you and your arguments 
o People ‘outsciencing’ you 

o Another group coming to the talk with their own 
agenda 

o Feeling out of control 
o Overrunning on time on some exercises 
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How to do a speaker training 

ALL DAY WORKSHOP ON SPEAKER TRAINING 


SOME PLANNING IDEAS 
AN ALL DAY TIMETABLE 


Introductions 20 mins 
Explaining the sheets 10 mins 
Science 1 hour 
Break 10 mins 
Speaking Skills 1 hour 
Lunch 1 hour 
Emotions 1 hour 
Practice in groups 30 mins 
Break 10 mins 

Finding and creating audiences 30 mins 
Getting feedback 30 mins 
Appraisal and end 10 mins 


GENERAL COMMENTS 




There’s a limit to what can be achieved. We found that it is 
best to recognise that the actual issues of climate change 
are large and complex and impossible to cover in a day. 
Best to point people to the factsheets and any other sources 
of information (and if possible send them to people ahead 
of time and tell them to read them). 

However, what can be achieved is: 

o making people feel more confident speaking 
publicly- giving them speaking skills, 
confidence and empowering them 


persuading people that they have the authority and right to 
speak up (and that you do not have to be an "expert" to 
speak) 

o above all- getting people to connect with their 
emotions and put these at the core of their speaking. 
The feedback showed that this was the most useful 
part of the training. People are reluctant to speak 
"from the heart" but this is what persuades audiences 
and gives them complete authority. 

SCIENCE- BACKGROUND, IMPACTS, 
SOLUTIONS 

o Start by finding which areas need particular help 
with. 

o Do not get stuck into a detailed explanations- there 
isn’t enough time. 

o The template talk is the best tool, as it has a "recipe" 
for covering the ground within a limited time. So it’s 
best to refer people to talk people through template 
talk. 

o Make sure also to talk through the "arguments 



against climate change"- people need to be familiar 
with these as they can potentially destroy a talk, 
o To feel confident, though, people will need to do 
additional reading, so have further materials to point 
them to. 

SPEAKING SKILLS - By Jo Hamilton 

We started working in pairs talking about the three aspects 
of a talk which we had enjoyed, and three we hadn’t. This 
was fed back to the rest of the group on the flipchart. This 
was followed in the same format talking through when 
you’ve done public speaking before, and your first thoughts 
on public speaking (on climate change). We then had 
somebody to a two minute presentation on the science of 
climate change, displaying the classic things to avoid when 
speaking, followed by a brainstorm on all the negative 
things which he did. This was followed by the same format 
but in a positive way. This was done as a whole group, and 
was fairly light hearted. 

I talked through some speaking skills, which are in more 
detail on the corresponding handout 

Body language • speak to people rather than at them • eye 
contact - very important • watch for nervous habits • smile 
and be friendly to the audience 

Feeling confident • remember a time you spoke confidently 
- what were you thinking?, what was your voice like?, how 
was your posture? Try to stand like this and think of time 
you feel confident just before you start speaking to an 
audience. • You have every right to speak about this issue • 
dress appropriately to the audience and feel comfortable 

Bridging the gap between yourself and the audience • What 
are your aims in giving the talk? • What are your audience’s 
aims in coming and listening? • You are the bridge - build a 



relationship, show a bit of yourself and make the common 
ground between you obvious. • Humour breaks down 
isolation • bad news overload can spur people in to action 
or numb them out - you decide the optimal amount of info 
which is appropriate to your audience • Ask questions out 
to the audience, and invite responses 

Speaking • speak clearly, loud enough and slowly • ring the 
changes in the tone of your voice • leave pauses and 
thinking space 

Organising the talk • time - plan accordingly • stick to a few 
points and do these well • lead people through the 
arguments, include everyone at different pitches • have 
some notes and practise your talk 

Content • tailor the message to the audience - use 
metaphors, stories, recent / local events and news • which 
piece of information will motivate this particular audience? 

• Make room in the talk to say how you feel about the issues 

• break the talk up - maybe with a video 

We then split randomly in to four groups, and practised 
talking about an aspect of climate change - either off the 
top of our heads or from the template talk sheet. 

EMOTIONS - Cliff Jordan 

o Intro — the place of emotions in this work 
o Listening in pairs: "How do I feel?" (either right now, 
a feeling that arose during the morning, or generally 
about Climate Change) 

o Go-round in full circle: One word: "My present 
feeling." 

o Presentation of concepts 
o Emotion Energy 
o Cycle of resistance, denial etc 



o Making Space/Releasing. 

o Open Circle: quiet into which anyone may speak how 
they feel. 

o Listening in pairs: "What matters" 
o Listening in pairs: "Why Climate Change is important 
to me" 

o Closing go-round: One word: "What do I feel now?" 
o Closing remarks and appreciation. 

(Paired listening each about 2 minutes each way/ Open 
Circle 15 minutes/ every other section 2 — 5 minutes) 

SPEAKING PRACTICE - 30 minutes 

Drawing from the ideas expressed in the previous session, 
in groups of 5, people have a few minutes preparation and 
then take it in turns to address the rest of the group on 
"why do I feel fighting climate change is so important to 
me". 


FINDING AND CREATING AUDIENCES 
— Jo Hamilton 

We brainstormed different types of events which we could 
talk at as a whole group, and talked about using local media 
to create more news about the event and climate change in 
general. The activists media guide by George Monbiot is a 
great resource to use when planning a media campaign of 
any sort. 

We then looked at degrees of challenge in talking to 
different audiences, and people worked in pairs to come up 
with a first step audience, a ‘pushing the boat out’ / more 
challenging audience, and an ‘ocean sailing’ / most 
challenging audience. 


With the more challenging audiences identified, we looked 
briefly at 



o where the challenge lay 
o where people needed support or advice 
o what the first step in he challenge would be 

Ways to get support involve planning and doing the talk 
with someone else; getting a contact you know in different 
areas, using the network from the day to take a first step. 
We suggested getting a friend to sit in the audience and 
make notes of how you did in the talk, so that you get 
constructive feedback every time. 

A SHORTER SESSION 

Really a full speaker training would be two day- one day is 
hardly enough. 

For a short session, half a day, best to concentrate on just 
emotions and speaker skills. 

For a really short session- say an hour or two. Either: 

o run people through the template talk 
o do emotions- and empower people to put them at the 
heart of their speaking 
o do speaking skills 


< Solutions u Managing groups, 

p meetings and talks > 


Solutions 

The solution to climate change is simple- we have to 
dramatically cut our greenhouse gas emissions and move 
out of the fossil fuel age. Reductions come from three 
methods: reducing demand for energy, increasing the 
efficiency of the energy we do use; and replacing fossil fuels 
with so called renewable energy. We need to do all three of 
these together. 




1. RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Renewable energy draws on new technologies- solar, wind 
and tidal/wave power- which use natural energy sources 
rather than burning fossil fuels. Many electricity company 
in Britain already offer to supply consumers with electricity 
from renewables. There are many pilot projects already 
running which show the potential of renewables: 

o wind power- by 2010 Denmark will produce a third of 
its national electricity from renewables, 
o solar electric panels (called photovoltaic panels) By 
2020 Germany will install 100,000 houses, 
o solar hot water-many people in Britain already heat 
their water directly with solar energy. 

The price of solar energy is already falling dramatically and 
the new wind technologies are already producing electricity 
at a lower price than coal generation. All that is needed is 
sufficient investment and an end to the huge hidden 
subsidies to fossil fuel generation. 

o Ask if anyone has solar hot water or buys "green" 
energy from their electricity company. 

2. INCREASING EFFICIENCY 

Our use of energy is wasteful and highly inefficient. 
Increasing efficiency involves achieving the same service 
with less energy. 

Strangely the single biggest producer of Greenhouse Gases 
is not heavy industry, it's our homes- using nearly half all 
the energy in the country. In Britain we have the oldest 
worst insulated housing stock in Britain and it's the poor 
and old people who suffer most. Every year 60,000 people 
die from "cold related" illnesses- half of these directly 
related to cold damp housing. Britain needs to totally 



renovate its old housing, and recognise that people have a 
right to warm housing that they can afford to heat. 


Electricity is the first place to look for efficiencies- so much 
energy is wasted in generating, transmitting and then using 
electricity that it delivers only one quarter of the energy in 
the original fuel. Using electricity for heating and cooking 
is clearly extremely wasteful. A new domestic condensing 
gas boiler delivers more than three times as much heat 
from a unit of gas than heating using electricity generated 
from that same gas. Electrical appliances can be very 
inefficient too- new models of fridges and freezers (half the 
electricity use in the average home) use half as much 
energy as old models. 

o Draw attention to wasteful things you’ve seen 
recently. 

o Point out wasteful things in the room you’re talking 
in that are wasteful-single glazing on the windows, 
heating on in summer, air conditioning rather than 
ventilation, old style light bulbs. 

3. CHANGING OUR ENERGY 
INTENSIVE LIFESTYLES 

We have to think carefully about how we live and find ways 
of living more simply. Simple ways of reducing demand 
include: 

o turning down our home heating, especially in rooms 
we don't use much. 

o stop driving cars everywhere- they cost a fortune, 
pollute the atmosphere, clog up the roads, kill 
thousands and destroy neighbourhoods and local 
shops. Even if we do have cars, we have no reason for 
gas-guzzling sports utility vehicles like Rangerovers 
and the Ford Explorer which use twice the petrol of a 



normal car (and are more dangerous too). 

o jet planes are HUGE oil consumers. We must rethink 
air transport. 

o buy local food and support local farmers- or even 
grow our own vegetables. 

o stop filling our houses with ever larger piles of "stuff'. 

o re-using materials as much as we can. 

o Ask the audience if we really need all these 
wasteful things. For example ask: Do we 
really need out of season green beans flown 
from Kenya in Africa? Do we really need to 
drink mineral water in a plastic bottle trucked 
from France? Do we really need a new heated 
conservatory that doubles our heating bills or 
sit outside a pub on a cold day under a heater? 
Why do we need to fly to Scotland or Paris to 
save 2 hours on a train? 


4. BUT HOW DO WE GET THERE? 

We're told that we can't change the world, but of course 
nothing is ever going to change if people believe that and 
don't even try. In reality it's not that hard at all, as history 
shows us again and again, all it needs is a few people to 
believe they can make a difference. Everyone knows we 
have a problem and everyone's waiting for someone to do 
something. We can be the start. 

o Give historical examples of where individual protest 
has been decisive in changing things — civil rights in 
the USA, campaign against apartheid in South Africa, 
banning slavery, creating safe working conditions. 

What is more- when everyone is united in overcoming a 
common threat (such as happens in wars, natural 
disasters) anything is possible. In the Second World War, 
the whole economy and society changed almost overnight. 



Why can't we find this motivation in peace time against a 
threat that is even greater? 

o If there’s anyone old enough to remembers the 
Second World War, ask if they remember what it was 
like when everyone had a common purpose. 

There are four stages of what people in the audience can 
do: 

Level one is in our own lives. By accepting the scale of the 
problem and our own involvement in it, by setting goals for 
reducing our own emissions. After all we can’t ask other 
people to do something that we refuse to do. 

o Give examples of changes you've made in your life- 
such as giving this talk! 

o Ask who in the audience still uses old style electric 
bulbs not low energy models. Suggest that replacing 
all their bulbs can be their very first action (only 
£1.50 each from Ikea-pardon the advert!). 

Level two is acting locally. This could be as simple as 
talking to your friends and people at work, spreading 
information encouraging them to make changes. It could 
involve putting pressure on your employer, the local 
council, local organisations or companies. It could be 
forming a local protest group. There are any number of 
issues to work on: wasteful energy use, transport, 
information and education 

Level three is acting nationally. Get political- challenge the 
government and national organisations and companies- 
demanding that they make changes. Supporting national 
campaigns and protests. 

Level four is acting internationally. This is harder, but 
there are still many ways that we can put pressure on 



international companies, foreign governments such as the 
US, and demanding that our own government takes a lead 
in pushing for real change. 

o Draw on examples you know of ordinary people who 
simply decided one day that they would do something 
on climate and started initiatives. 


5. THINGS TO AVOID 

OVERPLAYING THE GUILT 

If you harass people too much and try to make them feel 
guilty they will simply stop listening. 

You need to say that you recognise it is very hard for most 
people to change the way they live, and that they can start 
with a few simple changes at home (which will save them 
money anyway). You can also encourage people to focus 
their frustration over the need for a car on pushing for local 
and national changes in public transport and transport 
policy 

OVERPLAYING THE RENEWABLES 
ARGUMENTS 

The campaign for renewable technology is strong and well 
supported by environment groups. Its sexy and exciting 
and futuristic. But don't make people think this is the 
whole solution- it's cutting emissions that counts, which 
needs dramatic changes in efficiency and demand changes. 

OVERPLAYING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
LIFESTYLE CHANGES 

The scale of the problem is so huge and global that people 
will rightly feel that their personal changes are going to 
make a tiny contribution. They need to know that this is 



just a start, and that the real change comes from spreading 
the word, persuading other people to change and political 
organising. 
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A template talk on climate change 

This template can be used for talking to any audience. For 
each section there are two categories: basic points and 
more detailed points . A talk composed of the basic points 
(with a few additional points tailored to the interests of a 
specific audience) should fill around one hour with a 15 
minute discussion. 

A key phrase in each paragraph is highlighted in hold. 
You can use these phrases in any notes for the talk as a 
reminder of the points you wish to make and how they 
follow from each other. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

o Introduction by the host group, 
o Thank you for inviting me. 
o There are some materials over on the side table 
for further information. 

o After the talk, which will last xx minutes, there 
will be a xx minute discussion, so please keep 
any opinions, questions until then. 


CONNECTIONS- 3 MINUTES 

This is a short warm up to set the tone of the talk as 




something intimate and relevant to people- drawing from 
you personal connection, or recent news. 

A PERSONAL CONNECTION 

I became concerned about climate change when. 

I decided that I would make a personal commitment to 
doing something about it. 

OTHER CONNECTIONS 

o A NEWS CONNECTION - I'd like to show 
you something from (a recent) newspaper. 
Here on page four we see Pakistan has 
worst droughts in 200 years and here on 
page 15 we see Shell Oil posts record 
profits. They are on different pages, but 
these news events are directly related, 
o A WEATHER CONNECTION - It is best to 
refer to recent events, though people will 
remember very severe local weather up to 
6 months previous. Last week there were 
record rains in (local area). At the same 
time there is the worst drought in living 
memory in (foreign area). These events 
are related... 

o MORE - If you see strong audience 
reaction, invite a couple of people to 
comment on anything they have noticed 
strange in the weather, 
o LOCAL EFFECTS - This winter there was 
no snow in (local area). There wasn't any 
last year. We used to have snows every 
year when I was a child- we can see that 
the weather is changing. This year the 
blossom on my cherry tree/ the 
daffodils/came out three weeks early.. 



WHAT IS GLOBAL WARMING - 10 
MINUTES 

We suggest you follow this section quite closely so you can 
get through it as quickly as possible. Turn it into bullet 
points based around the phrases in bold and memorise it: 

Scientists have known for over too years that the 
different gases in our atmosphere have very different 
properties, in particular that some of them are able to hold 
onto the heat from the sun's rays and stop it from being 
radiated back into space. They work like the glass in the 
greenhouse, allowing the suns rays to pass through and 
then trapping the heat- that's why this is called the 
"greenhouse effect" and the few gases that have this 
property are called "greenhouse gases". The main gases 
present in the atmosphere which have this quality are 
Carbon Dioxide and Methane. They only make up a very 
small percentage of the atmosphere. 

The greenhouse effect is not a bad thing- if we didn't 
have this blanket of greenhouse gases we would be as cold 
as the moon. They are what makes life possible on earth. So 
we are very dependent on these relatively tiny quantities of 
the greenhouse gases. 

You don’t have to be a scientist to realise that if we 
change the proportion of the greenhouse gases we change 
the capacity to hold the sun's energy. This is true whether 
we are talking of the atmosphere or a test tube- it's 
fundamental to the physics of these gases. You also don't 
have to be a scientist to realise that, because they are only a 
small percentage of the atmosphere, relatively small 



changes in the quantity of these gases can produce 
significant changes in the behaviour of the atmosphere. 

Obviously, adding so much greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere increases the amount of the sun’s 
energy that will be retained in the atmosphere - it's like 
throwing another blanket on the bed, or triple glazing our 
greenhouse. So, one level we can expect the world to heat 
up dramatically. But it's also more complex than that. 
Weather systems transfer huge quantities of energy from 
one place to another as winds or currents- if we change the 
amount of energy in the system we can completely alter 
these systems. These systems are extremely complex and 
we have very little understanding of how they work. 

The problem is that we are increasing the 
quantities of these gases at a HUGE rate. Every time 
we burn things we produce carbon dioxide- and if you stop 
to think about it, our whole way of life is based on burning 
things- coal, oil, gas- the so called "fossil fuels". We burn 
them for our cars and planes, our heating, our factories, for 
electricity. Just think of every car on a motorway as a fire, 
and every power station as a huge inferno, and multiply 
that across the world. 

If you think about it, oil and coal are the product of the 
carbon removed by forests and plankton over millions of 
years. So when we burn them we release all that carbon 
dioxide back into atmosphere. We are literally taking our 
atmosphere back to the age of the dinosaurs. 

Our way of life produces many other greenhouse gases 
too- landfill sites and old coal mines leak methane, our 
fridges and freezers leak CFC coolants which not only 
destroys the ozone layer but is also a very powerful 
greenhouse gas, 9,000 times stronger than carbon dioxide. 
The scientists say that at present rates, within 35 years we 



will have doubled the amount of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere compared with 200 years ago. 

There are many natural mechanisms for keeping the 
levels of the greenhouse gases in balance. Trees and plants 
soak up carbon dioxide. In the oceans plankton soak up 
carbon dioxide and sink to the bottom. The problem is that 
we are pumping out twice as much carbon dioxide as these 
natural systems can remove. At the same time we cutting 
down huge areas of the tropical rainforests which help 
remove that carbon dioxide, and to make things worse, 
we're burning them. 

So it's important to be careful with our language- We 
think of "Climate" as something remote that scientists 
study and "climate change" sounds like a slow, steady and 
controllable process. "Global Warming" suggests a slow 
and steady heating - like warming up a cup of tea. But the 
local effects might not be warming at all- it may include 
sudden severe cold spells. So really the phrase which best 
sums it up is "weather chaos". 

And it’s already happening. Scientists tell us that 
current global temperatures are the highest for at least 
1,000 years, that the glaciers and icecaps are melting 
extremely rapidly and there has been a startling increase in 
extreme weather events. For example: 

o By March 2001, Britain had more rain 
than for any 12 month period since 
records began in 1730. Scientists believe 
this may have been the most rain for at 
least 500 years. We all remember the 
flooding that followed, 
o The winter of 2000-2001 was the coldest 
in the USA, since weather records began. 
The previous winter was the warmest 



since records began. 


When you hear or read of extreme weather notice those 
phrases; "since records began ", "in living memory ", and 
"unseasonal". All these are indicators of increasing weather 
chaos. 

And there are other natural indicators of disturbing 
weather changes. Plants are coming up at the wrong time 
of year, birds in Britain are nesting, on average, two weeks 
earlier than 20 years ago.. 

IMPACTS-6 MINUTES 

There is a long lag time before changes in the atmosphere 
produce their full effects on weather patterns- so the effects 
we’re starting to see now are the cumulative result of the 
greenhouse gases we emitted over the past 100 years. We 
have scarcely begun to feel the results of what we’re doing 
now. 

But it follows that the actual weather changes in the future 
is dependent on how we respond now. Climate 
scientists talk of different "scenarios" based on different 
responses. The longer we take to reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions, the greater the impacts. 

Even if we take immediate action tomorrow, there’s no 
escaping the fact that the weather will continue to 
change dramatically as a result of current emissions. 
Scientists are predicting ever more extreme weather 
patterns around the world-more floods, droughts, fires, 
storms. In Britain they predict more rain in winter, less 
rain in summer, milder winters and hotter summers, 
increased winds and storm damage. 



But the most disturbing impacts relate to what they call the 
"business as usual scenario"- which means that we 
take no action and keep burning more and more. Let’s look 
at these business as usual predictions in detail, because 
they are the strongest argument for us to take action. 

Over the next too years, average world temperatures will 
rise by up to n°F (6°C). Local increases may be up to 
double this amount. 

Water shortages-within 25 years, five billion people will 
live in areas with water shortages 

Sea levels may rise by 40cm, threatening to displace up to 
200 million people 

Within 50 years these climate changes will create 150 
million environmental refugees. 

So many of the worst effects will be felt in the poorest 
countries in the world where people are already on the 
edge of survival. People in the USA, Europe and other rich 
countries have created this problem. Almost all the people 
who will die from drought, floods, disease and famine have 
played no part in creating the problem. 

[note- third world greenhouse gas emissions have risen to a 
point where they will soon overtake the industrialised 
world. They will need to reduce emissions too. But we are 
still the main culprits because our emissions are far higher 
per person and because the greenhouse gases already in the 
atmosphere are almost entirely from our industrial 
development] 

But these predictions are still well informed guesses. 
Scientists do not understand the full mechanisms of world 
climate systems, and so it is impossible to predict with 
certainty the exact local impacts. But this does not mean 



that things might be OK. Scientists agree that there will be 
severe impacts and when they talk of "uncertainties", it 
only means that they cannot be certain of how severe. 

This means that impacts may be far worse than the 
current predictions. Soils, forests and oceans contain 
hundreds of times more carbon than the atmosphere. The 
global increases in temperature may lead to these huge 
natural stores being released back into the atmosphere. If 
this happens- and many scientists say that it will happen if 
we don’t take immediate action- we could face an even 
greater and accelerating nightmare. 


THIS IS A MORAL ISSUE 5 MINUTES 

This is the section for you to speak from the heart about 
how you feel about this issue and why we must do 
something about it. 

WHY IS NOTHING BEING DONE? 8 MINUTES 

So everyone agrees there is a huge problem. There are 
2,000 climate scientists studying the causes and impacts. 
Scientific organisations have produced repeated calls for 
action- one in 1997 was signed by 1,500 scientists including 
110 Nobel prize winner. As recently as May 2001, the 
national scientific academies of 17 nations produced a joint 
letter of concern and call to action. And the heads of 
governments have been quick to follow, starting with 
Margaret Thatcher in 1992. 

There have been nearly 20 years of attempts to set 
international targets for reducing green house gas 
emissions. In 1992 all the industrialised countries signed 
the Framework Convention on Climate Change, declaring 
the need for concerted action. Five years later, in Kyoto, 
Japan they agreed the text of a protocol to reduce 
emissions by an average of 5.2% by 2010. 



This target is a completely inadequate. In 1992 
scientists said that global reductions of over 60% were 
needed to hope to stabilise concentrations in the 
atmosphere- and even this would still lead to climate 
change depending on how long it took to implement the 
cuts. 

The protocol is also full of loopholes. It allows countries 
numerous options to avoid making domestic cuts by buying 
carbon credits from other countries that are not bound by 
the treaty. To make matters worse it then proposes new 
speculative markets to trade these carbon credits. In 
November 2000 the negotiations collapsed over arguments 
over a final loophole which allowed countries to increase 
their emissions targets if they could argue that their forests 
and land use were absorbing carbon. 

The key point is that despite all the arguing and loopholes 
not one developed country has yet signed the 
protocol. In May 2001 US President George Bush declared 
that the US would not sign. 

In the mean time, global emissions continue to rise in line 
with the worst "business as usual" scenario. In Britain, total 
emissions have fallen because electricity generation has 
switched from coal to gas which produces less Carbon 
Dioxide. However overall energy use and road transport 
continue to rise every year. 

The US was supposed to reduce emissions by 7% and has 
actually increased them by 11%. Huge gas guzzling sports 
utility vehicles getting less than 15 miles per gallon now 
account for the majority of cars sold. 

So why is nothing being done? 

One reason is that we are addicted to fossil fuels. Our 
entire economic system and way of life is based on fossil 



fuel and we cannot imagine life without them. We will do 
anything to keep the flow of these fuels, fighting wars and 
supporting repressive governments. As with any addiction, 
the first step is admitting the dependency. 

Another reason is that society at all levels in denial. 
Superficially we recognise the problem but we cannot face 
the enormous scale of the crisis we are creating. There is a 
vicious circle: because nothing appears to be happening it 
helps us all to believe that the problem can’t be all that 
serious; because we don’t accept the scale of the problem 
we don’t do anything. 

This denial is also actively fed by corporate public 
relations. Oil, energy and car companies have spent tens 
of millions of dollars fighting the Kyoto protocol. One 
strategy has been to support discredited fringe scientists to 
deny the existence of greenhouse gas influenced global 
warming. Another has been to argue that even small cuts in 
emissions will destroy the economy. Articles placed by 
these public relations campaigns regularly appear in the 
British press. 

But the responsibility lies with us too. For 20 years we 
have been hearing about this and waiting for someone else 
to do something. And when you have a whole world of 
people waiting for someone else to do something- nothing 
happens! 

SOLUTIONS AND DOING SOMETHING-10 mins 

This is not a hard problem. The solution to climate 
chaos is very simple- we have to move out of the 
combustion age and develop energy and transport 
technologies that can use natural renewable energy such as 
solar, wind and wave energy. 


The technologies already exist and work. They are 



not yet as cheap as conventional energy but large scale 
investment and production is already dramatically 
reducing costs. 

We also need to be far more efficient in how we use 
energy. We have the oldest, worst insulated housing stock 
in Europe. We can reduce our emissions, our bills and live 
in warmer healthier houses. 

But if we continue with a culture that uses ever more 
quantities of energy, we’ll never manage to catch up. So we 
need to rethink the way we live. This is hardly a bad 
thing. We spend ever longer periods in traffic jams, 
commuting ever greater distances, working long hours in 
jobs that many people don’t enjoy to earn money to buy 
things that don’t really make us happy. Our roads are 
congested and dangerous, we’re laden down with debt, the 
levels of stress and depression keep rising. Surely we can 
do better than this? 

Reducing emissions by 60% or more is completely possible 
if we have a combined sense of purpose. In the past in 
times of national crisis we’ve all come together and worked 
to one goal. This is a crisis and we need to treat it as an 
overreaching national and international goal. 


THE CHALLENGE-5 MINUTES 

After 20 years of talk and no action, we must accept that 
this change will never happen fast enough until we 
demand it. We can take personal action on four levels: 

Level one is in our own lives. By accepting the scale of the 
problem and our own involvement in it, by setting goals for 
reducing our own emissions. After all we can’t ask other 
people to do something that we refuse to do. 


Level two is acting locally. This could be as simple as 



talking to your friends and people at work, spreading 
information encouraging them to make changes. It could 
involve putting pressure on your employer, the local 
council, local organisations or companies. It could be 
forming a local protest group. There are any number of 
issues to work on: wasteful energy use, transport, 
information and education 

Level three is acting nationally. Putting pressure on the 
government and national organisations and companies- 
demanding that they make changes. Supporting national 
campaigns and protests. 

Level four is acting internationally. This is harder, but 
there are still many ways that we can put pressure on 
international companies, foreign governments such as the 
US, and demanding that our own government takes a lead 
in pushing for real change. 

Any action that involves engaging with people will 
challenge people, make them thing and work for change. 

All over Britain ordinary people just like you have decided 
to take personal initiative to do something. I’ve brought 
some information about some of these campaigns- support 
them, or start something new. 

And I’ve made this step in my own life. I decided to take 
action; to spread the word and ask other people to do the 
same. Which is why I asked to come and talk to you. I don’t 
find it easy to talk in public, but I feel that we have to talk 
about this crisis. I can no longer be silent. 

So the first step starts in this meeting, with the 
challenge to you to break this cycle of denial and silence 
and start taking personal action. Think of all the ways you 
can influence things around you- all the skills that you have 
to share and use. Every small step multiplies the movement 



for change. We can overcome this crisis once we decide to 
do something about it. And that decision starts with you- 
today. 


DISCUSSION 15 MINUTES 

We’ve got a short period for discussion. If anyone has any 
questions I’ll do my best to answer them- or there may be 
people here who can also answer them. This is the point in 
the meeting where you get to speak, so please feel free to 
share your concerns and, above all, ideas for what we can 
do. 


SUMMARY OF POINTS FOR TALK 
INTRODUCTIONS 
CONNECTIONS- 3 MINUTES 

o I became concerned about climate 
change when 


WHAT IS GLOBAL WARMING - 10 
MINUTES 


o Scientists have known for over 100 
years 

o The greenhouse effect is not a bad 
thing 

o You don't have to be a scientist to 
realise... 

o The amount of the sun's energy 
retained 




o Increasing the quantities of these 
gases at a HUGE rate 
o Age of the dinosaurs, 
o Our way of life 

o There are many natural mechanisms 
for balance 

o Be careful with our language 
o And it’s already happening-record 
breaking, unseasonal, living 
memory 

o Natural indicators show something 
is wrong 


IMPACTS-8 MINUTES 

o Long lag time 

o Changes dependent on how we 
respond now 

o The weather will 
change as a result of current 
emissions 

o The "business as usual scenario" 

o The worst effects in the poorest 
countries 

o Predictions are well informed 
guesses 

o Impacts may be far worse —releases 
from forests and oceans 


THIS IS A MORAL ISSUE- 5 MINUTES 



WHY IS NOTHING BEING DONE? 8 
MINUTES 


o Everyone agrees there is a problem 
o 20 years of attempts tset 
international targets 
o Kyottarget is a completely 
inadequate 

o The protocol is full of loopholes 
o Not one developed country has yet 
signed 

o Global emissions continue trise 
o So why is nothing being done? 

o We are addicted to fossil fuels 
o Society is in denial 
o Corporate public relations 
o Responsibility lies with us 


SOLUTIONS AND DOING 
SOMETHING-io mi ns 

o This is not a hard problem 
o The technologies already exist and 
work 

o We can be far more efficient 
o We need trethink the way we live 
o Possible if we have a combined 
sense of purpose 



THE CHALLENGE-4 MINUTES 


o We must demand change through 
action on four levels: 

o Level one :our own lives 
o Level two; acting locally 
o Level three: acting nationally 
o Level four: acting 
internationally 

o Examples of campaigns and people 
taking personal action 
o I’ve made this step in my own life 
o The first step starts in this meeting 
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Moving people 

The aim of your talk is to move people: move in both senses 
of the word; to touch people's hearts and move them 
emotionally; and move them forwards into taking personal 
responsibility and action. 

The starting point should always be yourself. What moves 
you personally, makes you angry and makes you want to do 
something? Is there anything in your life experience that 
you draw on to understand this problem and what it 
means? Things you've seen, places you've visited, memories 
from your childhood or your experiences as a parent? 




We still have very little idea of what the arguments are that 
act as the ‘magic bullets’ that motivate people to do 
something. 

Your experiences in talking to people can be of great help 
so if you find arguments that work please share them with 
us. Here are some ideas of arguments that we have already 
found can work: 


l. WHY ARE PEOPLE NOT DOING 
MORE? 

People find it hard to understand why climate change can 
be such a huge problem when there seems to be so little 
said or done about it. Before they can take action they need 
to understand that two powerful psychological forces are at 
work at all levels of society, fed at every stage by the 
powerful lobby of corporations that want to prevent any 
tangible action. 

* Denial: there is a mass denial of the problem and failure 
to engage with it. It seems so huge and so unapproachable 
that people prefer to pretend that it's not happening. There 
is outright denial in some of the media, or the partial denial 
we hear from politicians who use strong words to describe 
the problem but fail to follow through with any meaningful 
action. 

* Diffusion of Responsibility: everyone is waiting for 
someone else to do something. The public often waits for 
direction and leadership. Governments wait for voters to 
demand action. Business waits for governments to 
regulate. 

But by recognising these forces we can also break the cycle 
of denial and diffusion - as soon as people become active 
and vocal in sufficient numbers. 



2 . CRIME 

The destruction of the weather is the greatest crime ever 
committed because it is the theft of the future. In order to 
fund our desire for ever more things, ever more energy, 
ever higher consumption, we are sacrificing that future. 
And the failure to do anything is no less a crime. We cannot 
now claim ignorance. In legal terms we are all now 
‘accessories before the fact’ - we know the crime is being 
committed and we must do everything we can to prevent it. 

3. SOCIAL JUSTICE 

If we are privileged members of the rich world, then we are 
the cause of the problem. But those who will suffer most 
are the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world 
who already live on the edge of survival: subsistence 
farmers in drought areas, people killed by storms, floods 
droughts and famines, people who live and survive on flood 
plains such as in Bangladesh, who will lose their land with 
nowwhere to go. As climate chaos mounts, millions of 
people will be killed or displaced as a result of our 
behaviour. 


4. BUILDING A BETTER WORLD 

It doesn't have to be like this. People spend hours every 
week sitting in a car, choking in traffic jams, to commute to 
jobs they don't enjoy, to earn the money to pay for that car, 
to buy unhealthy convenience food grabbed in the 
superstore or buy the holiday they need to recover. We are 
working longer hours than ever, more stressed than ever, 
families break up under the strain of just keeping on top of 
the debts - and all to buy things that don't even make us 
happy. 


So it's not just about stopping climate change, it's about a 
better world where people can live more simply but better. 



And it's about social justice too - providing good cheap 
(free?) public transport, local services, good housing and 
safe streets for our children. 


5. SOCIAL JUSTICE IN BRITAIN 

All the measures to combat climate change- better 
insulated homes - more public transport, supporting local 
products and markets - are desirable in their own right to 
confront social inequality in Britain. We have the oldest, 
most energy inefficient housing stock in Europe. Every year 
sixty thousand people die in Britain from cold-related 
causes, half of them because they can’t afford to heat their 
homes. A warm efficient home is a basic human right. So is 
mobility: a third of people have no car. They live with the 
pollution and danger of cars but have to use the worst 
public transportation in Europe. Combating climate change 
means providing good, well-insulated housing, cheap, 
efficient public transport and supporting local 
communities, not transnational corporations and global 
markets. 


6 . POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION 

Confronting climate change is the key to confronting global 
capitalism. This can be the issue that finally persuades 
people that things have to change because many of the 
causes are structural and result from the power of 
corporations and the ever-expanding global markets. 

7. FUTURE GENERATIONS 

We are spending our children’s inheritance. We all want 
the best for our children but we are bringing them into a 
world of increasing instability and weather chaos. They will 
have to deal with our failure to act and they will have every 
right to turn to us and say ‘How could you do this when you 
knew what would happen?’ 



8. ECONOMICS 

If we wanted to, we could create thousands of new jobs and 
new industries by embracing the challenges of climate 
change and investing in insulation, energy efficiency, solar 
power, and new transport mechanisms. North Sea oil is 
already running out and soon we will be spending tens of 
billions of pounds importing oil from some of the most 
repressive countries in the world. 

9. GLOBAL STABILITY 

Climate change threatens to bring instability throughout 
the world with new wars being fought over water resources 
or land. The fossil fuel economy already creates global 
instability, forcing us to fight wars to protect the flow of oil 
or forcing us to support regimes that viciously repress their 
own people. 

Already access to water is creating tensions throughout the 
Middle East. 

10. MASS EXTINCTIONS 

Many people care deeply about the protection of the 
world’s environment, of endangered species or tropical 
rainforests. But climate change is the biggest threat they 
have ever faced. Vast areas of the world will turn to desert 
or burn down. The Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
estimates that just one hundred years of climate change 
will drive a third of the world's species to extinction. And 
that’s just the start. 

11. PERSONAL MEMORY AND 
CHANGE 

All the things we know, love, and remember will change 
and many will go forever. Snow is becoming rarer and rarer 
and soon many children will never experience a snowball 



fight. Birds like the robin will disappear. Trees will die in 
ever worsening droughts. Our entire countryside will 
change and new weeds will take over. Many of the favourite 
plants in our gardens no longer able to survive the new 
weather. 


12 . THE ABSURDITY 

We are facing climate chaos and we are buying bigger and 
bigger cars and houses, flying half way around the world 
for a week in the sun, then eating food flown half the way 
round back for us. People looking back from the future will 
be amazed at our stupidity. 

These are a few ideas on how you can move people in your 
talk, but if you want a 'template talk' click here: 

http: / / risingtide.org.uk/ resources / factsheets / template 
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Speaking skills 

We all know what makes a good or a bad speaker. Think of 
the good speakers you know and what made them so good. 
Usually it was just three things: clarity of voice, being 
interesting and relevant, and confidence. The first two of 
these are easy to acquire or improve. Confidence can only 
increase with experience. 

1. EMPOWERING YOURSELF 

* Feel confident about your right to talk about climate 
change- it is something you care about and your 
commitment to the issue will immediately come over when 




you speak 

* Don't feel inadequate or apologetic about your lack of 
scientific expertise- scientists all agree that there is a vital 
role for people like yourself to spread information about 
their findings. But they are often very bad communicators 
and you are doing what you know best- talking to other 
people like yourself in ways that they can understand 

* Don't worry if you are not a fluent slick public speaker. 
People will be impressed and praise you for trying. The fact 
that you are doing something that is hard for you will 
empower them do something themselves. 

2 . SPEAKING 

* The most important thing is to speak clearly. You will 
almost never have a microphone and so it is vital that you 
speak clearly and loudly enough for everyone in the room 
to hear you. If you have a quiet voice, ask if people can hear 
you at the back and be careful to avoid situations with loud 
background noise, such as pubs. 

* When you speak, don't sit down, playing with your notes. 
Stand up and hold your head up; speaking to people rather 
than at them. Take your time to say things clearly. 

* It's very easy for nervousness to spill over into strange 
body language, so try not to twitch, pace up and down, 
jiggle your leg or jangle the keys in your pocket! 

* Take your time and pause when you need to collect your 
thoughts. 

3. ORGANISING THE TALK 

* Find out ahead of time exactly how long you have to 
speak and ensure that you are not trying to say too much 
for the time available 

* Break down the talk into distinct sections which lead 
people through the arguments. We suggest that you divide 
your time into four equal sections: the problem and its 
causes; the impacts; the solutions- then stop talking and 



allow the final quarter for a group discussion. In a one hour 
slot, this means you should spend no more than 15 minutes 
on the background science. You may need to carefully plan 
this section to make sure that it does not take up too much 
time. 

* Remember that you cannot cover more than a tiny part of 
this vast area, so stick to a few key points. It's far better to 
make a few points well than to overwhelm or confuse 
people. 

* It's a good idea to have your talk mapped out in note form 
- even the most experienced talkers do this-but be careful 
not to let the talk depend on shuffling through pages of 
notes. Notes are like a map to guide you, not rail tracks to 
determine every minute of your time. A few bullet points 
and figures on the back of an envelope should be all you 
need. 

* Some people find it helps them if they write out some of 
their talk in full. However, if you just read to an audience 
from a long script, it will sound like a dull lecture. It's best 
to practice from your long script a few times and then write 
bullet notes from it for the actual talk. 


4. CONTENT 

* Avoid getting into too much scientific detail on the causes 
of climate change. What is important is for people to 
understand the impacts and the solutions. 

* Tailor your message to your audience, using language and 
arguments that are appropriate for their interests, life 
experience and age. 

* Think what message will be most motivating to each 
particular audience. Some audiences may be deeply 
concerned about the Third World Impacts, some may be 
more concerned on the impacts on their own lives, some 
may be motivated by the moral arguments, some by the 
economic arguments. 

* Speak from the heart about what makes you angry, sad, 



active. Draw on your own life experience. This is what you 
really are an expert in, and it's this emotion is what will 
inspire and move people. 

* Refer to recent weather, news from the tv or newspapers, 
things you've seen recently that make you angry. 

* A good video can be a great help, especially for covering 
basic information on the causes of climate change. Try to 
keep any video short-10 minutes or less - it's an aid not a 
prop. After all, people can watch documentaries on tv at 
home, but it's meeting face to face that really changes 
people. 

* If using a video, make sure that you warn people ahead of 
time to provide a video machine, television or projector. 

5. PREPARING THE ROOM-STARTING 

* Try to arrive before the start time. Bring leaflets and 
materials if you have them, and lay them out on a table for 
people to collect or look at. 

* Arrange seats so that the chairs are close to the front- 
ideally in a slight horseshoe shape. If there are only a few 
people, arrange the chairs in a circle to encourage 
interaction. 

* If there is a source of background noise, ask the hosts if 
they can reduce it. 

* People rarely sit in the front row. If people are scattered 
and sitting too far back, start your talk by asking them to 
move to the front and bunch up. 

* Things rarely start on time and often no one takes control 
to start it going. Often it’s best to catch the host organiser’s 
eye and suggest that it gets moving. 

6 . QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION 

* It’s best to avoid questions during the talk and ask people 
to wait until the end. 

* The final questions and discussions section should allow 
the audience the chance to speak. So try to keep your 



answers short. You may like to say that this is a discussion 
section rather than just questions, and encourage people to 
express their own views. 

* If a real discussion starts between people in the audience 
don’t break it up (unless it is just between two of them and 
is preventing other people from speaking). 

7. TROUBLE MAKERS 

* True trouble makers are rare- the vast vast majority of 
people are polite and respectful. 

* Trouble makers are usually people with egotistical 
personalities, who love the sound of their own voice. 
Occasionally they are people with psychological problems. 

* Anyone with this kind of personality (you’ll soon spot 
them!) will try to interrupt early on. Be strong willed in 
asking them to hold off until the discussion section. 

* If anyone dominates the discussion, cut them off and say 
that other people need to have a turn- say that you’re happy 
to talk further with them after the talk. 

* In the very very rare occurrence that you cannot control a 
trouble maker, stop the talk and open it up to the audience, 
saying that you can’t talk with constant interruptions and 
asking them if they want to hear the rest of what you’ have 
to say. They will then intervene with the trouble maker. 

* Never get into an abusive argument with a trouble maker. 
Keep cool- it shouldn’t be your problem. 

8 . FEEDBACK 

* All good speakers constantly work on their skills to 
become better. Don't just depend on your own perception- 
many people become very self conscious and needlessly self 
critical. So ask a friend in the audience to give you detailed 
comments and criticisms after the talk and use these 
constructively to improve your material. 

* Use the feedback sheets to collect comments. 



9 . MISTAKES TO AVOID 

* The worst mistake people can make is being unclear- too 
quiet, mumbling, disorganised, or gabbling too fast trying 
to say too much. 

* The main danger for everyone including experienced 
speakers is getting too bogged down in the detailed science 
and technicalities. 

* Avoid acronyms such as IPCC, CO2 etc. Best to use the 
longer form whenever possible. 
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The case against carbon trading 

CARBON TRADING IS CONTRARY TO SOCIAL JUSTICE 

THE LARGEST RESOURCE GRAB IN 
HISTORY 

You can't trade in something unless you own it. When 
governments and companies "trade" in carbon, they 
establish de facto property rights over the atmosphere; a 
commonly held global commons. At no point have these 
atmospheric property rights been discussed or negotiated - 
their ownership is established by stealth with every carbon 
trade. 

THE CARBON TRADE WILL 
STRENGTHEN EXISTING 
INEQUALITIES 

Market shares in the new carbon market will be allocated 




on the basis of who is already the largest polluter and who 
is fastest to exploit the market. The new "carbocrats" will 
therefore be the global oil, chemical, and car corporations, 
and the richest nations; the very groups that created the 
problem of climate change in the first place. What is more, 
with the current absence of "supplementarity", the richest 
nations and corporations will be able to further increase 
their global share of emissions by outbidding poorer 
interests for carbon credits. 


THE CLEAN DEVELOPMENT 
MECHANISM POSES A DIRECT 
THREAT TO VULNERABLE PEOPLES 

Many of the projects proposed within the CDM, in 
particular tree planting and dams, are subject to the same 
criticisms as other large scale development projects- they 
assert foreign ownership of local resources, they 
consolidate the power of undemocratic elites, they oust 
people from their land, they undermine local self sufficient 
economies and low carbon cultures. 

MANY OF THE SOURCES OF CARBON CREDITS ARE 
SCAMS 

TREE PLANTING IS NOT A SOLUTION 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

Carbon absorbed by forests is only removed from the 
carbon cycle for as long as the tree is standing and alive. 
Industrial forestry will not sequester carbon. Permanent 
reforestation is a once only removal of carbon from the 
cycle and cannot offset sustained overproduction. 


CARBON TRADING ENCOURAGES 
COMPANIES TO PROFIT FROM 



EFFICIENCIES THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN INTRODUCED ANYWAY 

Because we cannot know the future, we can have no 
certainty that any project selling carbon credits has really 
reduced its emissions further than it would have done 
without the intervention. Profit competition and technical 
innovation ensures that industry consistently reduces its 
energy costs. A carbon market can provide an automatic 
cash subsidy for any investment in low energy technology. 
If such incentives exist they should be explicit, targeted and 
accountable. 

"HOT AIR" TRADING IS AN 
ACCOUNTING FRAUD 

Russia's economic collapse since 1990 has reduced its 
emissions by 30%. Russia is intending to sell this incidental 
windfall (often call "hot air") as international carbon 
credits- potentially swamping the market. If countries 
subsidise their emissions with these Russian credits, the 
final global emissions will end up being exactly the same as 
they would have been without a carbon market or a Kyoto 
protocol. 

HUGE INCENTIVES FOR CHEATING 

There are strong incentives for cheating and creating bogus 
credits that do not represent any real reduction in 
emissions. The vendor gets the cash without having to 
change anything and the buyer gets cheap credits. There 
are similar incentives for misdeclaration, and "leakage"- 
transferring polluting activities to areas that are not 
accounted. 


CARBON TRADING CANNOT WORK 



THE CARBON MARKET CANNOT BE 
MONITORED OR CONTROLLED 

The temptation for all parties to cheat requires that every 
transaction to be scrutinised and every sale to be certified. 
There is no global institution or accounting system that can 
manage the complexity of this market. 

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK WILL 
NEVER BE STRONG ENOUGH 

International legal frameworks are usually very weak. 
Countries that want to use carbon credits to subsidise their 
emissions are already arguing for penalties so weak that 
they will not discourage cheating. Many of the Annex l 
(Russia, Turkey, Ukraine), Romania- these are some of the 
most corrupt and lawless countries are corrupt or 
desperate for foreign currency and will happily endorse 
doctored carbon credits. 

C02 IS NOT SO 2 

The main model for carbon trading is Sulphur Dioxide 
(SO2) emissions trading under the US 1990 Clean Air Act. 
This programme faced none of the problems listed above- 
it was small (a few hundred companies), easy to monitor 
(one pollutant from one source-power generation), had 
permanent targets, and, above all, was conducted within 
one country with strong enforcement mechanisms. 

CO 2 IS NOT CFC 

The only international emissions trading has been in CFCs 
under the Montreal Protocol. Once again, the programme 
was small (only 17 producer companies), easy to monitor 
(one pollutant from one industrial process), and within a 
strong legal framework. 



CARBON CREDITS FROM DIFFERENT 
SOURCES ARE NOT EQUIVALENT 

The market assumes that carbon credits from different 
sources will be fully interchangeable ("fungible" in 
carbospeak). However, carbon sequestered in sinks is a 
completely different product from the carbon "saved" by a 
technical innovation, which is different again from the 
carbon "saved" by a social or lifestyle change. Add to this 
the complexity of trading in different greenhouse gases. 
Each source requires different monitoring rules, different 
criteria and different agencies. Forcing them to be 
interchangeable in one market is a recipe for corruption 
and fraud. 

THE REAL REASONS FOR CARBON 
TRADING 

Supporters of carbon trading will argue that these are not 
problems- they are challenges. "Just because it is hard, 
does not mean that we should not take action", they say. 
Let's be clear that carbon trading is not being supported 
because it will solve climate change. In fact it will 
undermine even the pathetic emissions reductions already 
proposed. The real reasons for carbon trading are: 

1. Governments want to be assured of a cheap way to buy 
off their failure to meet their Kyoto targets which will keep 
public and corporations quiescent. 

2. Brokers, accountants, and financial institutions are 
extremely excited at the thought of the size of their cut in a 
new $2.3 trillion speculative market. 

3. Corporations and other major polluters want pliant 
governments who don't punish them for their emissions 
and hand over public money to pay for any emissions they 
are forced to make. 

4. Oil companies support carbon trading as a way to avoid 



making any cuts in oil production. 

5. Academics and financial consultants see rich pickings 
from becoming "experts" in the new market. 

CARBON TRADING WILL NOT SOLVE CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

THE KYOTO PROTOCOL HAS BEEN 
HIJACKED BY CARBON TRADERS 

Corporations, the finance industry, and their government 
supporters demanded the insertion of carbon trading 
throughout the Kyoto Protocol as a condition for their 
continued support for the process. The intergovernmental 
negotiations are now concerned almost entirely with the 
structure and management of this vast international 
carbon trading regime. 

CARBON TRADING IS AN EXCUSE TO 
AVOID REAL EMISSIONS 
REDUCTIONS 

The hopelessly compromised Kyoto Protocol now allows 
countries to meet all their emissions reductions with 
carbon credits bought through three forms of carbon 
trading; Joint Implementation, Clean Development 
Mechanism, International Emissions Trade. Some 
countries will certainly choose to buy credits rather than 
make any serious attempt to reduce their underlying 
dependency on fossil fuels. 

THE REAL SOLUTIONS TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE ARE UNDERMINED BY 
CARBON TRADING 

• Educate the public on the urgency of climate change and 
the need for dramatic solutions 



Carbon trading is a false solution and undermines 
individual responsibility 

• Set a schedule for cutting global fossil fuel consumption 
by up to 60%. 

Carbon Trading is an excuse for avoiding any significant 
net cuts 

• Recognise the moral (and political) imperative for fairness 
and social justice by allocating targets to every country on 
the basis of equal per capita emissions 

Carbon Trading institutionalises existing inequalities and 
rewards the largest polluters 

• Reduce the supply of fossil fuels with an international ban 
on all new oil, gas and coal development. As a first step, cut 
the $200 billion per year global subsidies for coal and oil 
power. 

Carbon trading is not concerned with the supply of fossil 
fuels, which is why oil companies support it. As a result, 
government subsidies are increasing, reducing the price of 
energy and swamping any attempts at demand 
management. 

• Invest heavily in renewable energy to replace all fossil fuel 
supplies 

Although Carbon Trading promotes itself as funding 
renewables, this is far more expensive per ton of carbon 
than credits from bogus "hot air", tree planting, or outright 
fraud. These cheap carbon credits will set the market price 
and soak up the capital. 

• Involve people at all levels of society in solutions 
Carbon trading is an inherently elitist, corporatist, 
technocratic solution. It provides no role for civil society, 
and fails to deal with the 50% of emissions from houses 
and personal transport. 



RisingTide UK March 2002 
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The international negotiations 
1. HISTORY 

The atmosphere is a shared global resource and 
responsibility. Whatever the response of individual 
countries, ultimately climate change can be prevented only 
if all major greenhouse gas polluters agree to make 
reductions. The United States produces 25% of global 
emissions and so US reductions are crucial. By 2020, half 
the new global emissions will be coming from the 
developing countries, so their involvement becomes ever 
more important. 

Following increasing warning through the 1970's of the 
potential threats of climate change, serious scientific 
research started in the early 1980's. The landmark World 
Climate Conference in 1988 created the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). This 
has three working groups which report on 3 yearly basis on 
the science of climate change (WGi), the impacts (WG2) 
and the possible solutions (WG3). The IPCC currently 
involves over 2,000 scientists and is the main source of 
information on the science and impacts of climate change. 
WG3 however has become a source of dubious and 
politically influenced data on the supposed "excessive" 
economic costs of major cuts in emissions. 

An exhausting round of negotiations led to the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change which was signed by 




governments attending the 1992 Rio Conference on the 
Environment. US President George Bush refused to attend 
the conference and was only persuaded to attend once the 
Climate Convention had been stripped of all commitment 
to stabilising the concentration of greenhouse gases. 

The Convention was, then, a weakly worded statement of 
concern and vague intent to do something about it. The 
Conference of Parties (COP) meetings that started in 1995 
tried to reach agreement on tangible targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions amidst much horse trading and 
the constant agressive intervention of the Fossil Fuel 
Lobby, the US, and oil producing nations. This depressing 
tale is described in Jeremy Leggett's very readible book 
"Carbon Wars". 

In 1997, consensus was reached at the last hour of the the 
COP 3 meeting in Kyoto, Japan. The resulting Kyoto 
Protocol contained actual tangible goals for the developed 
nations listed in Annex One. They pledged that by 2010 
they would have reduced their Greenhouse Gas emissions 
by an average of 5.2% below the 1990 levels. Each country 
had different targets- the US pledged 7%, the UK 7%*- 
some (including Australia and Norway) demanded 
increases. The negotiations accepted the principle that the 
developed countries had the primary responsibility to start 
the process of cutting emissions and that developing 
countries, especially India and China, would join the 
process only after 2010. 

However, agreement was only reached by allowing 
dangerous loopholes into the protocol which allowed 
countries to reduce their cuts: 

o Article 3.3 allowed countries to claim carbon 
absorbed by domestic tree plantations and 
agriculture as an offset on their cuts. 



o Article 12 proposed a Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) under which if countries 
invested in measures to reduce emissions in 
developing countries they could offset these 
reductions against their own targets, 
o Critics are concerned that this will subsidise a 
rash of environmentally and socially destructive 
power and plantation projects, 
o Article 6 proposed Joint Implementation 
(CDM) under which Annex One countries could 
buy reductions from other Annex One countries 
as carbon credits and count them as 
contributions towards their own targets. Critics 
point out that the Russian economy has 
declined so dramatically that its emissions are 
30% below 1990 levels providing a source of 
meaningless carbon credits called hot air. 


Environmental and development/aid organisations have 
been extremely critical of JI and CDM. They say the 
proposals continue a pattern of neo-colonial exploitation of 
the Third World with the rich world controlling large new 
speculative markets in carbon credits. These carbon 
trading markets are therefore an extension of the north 
dominated control of global finance. The prospect of a new 
market in carbon has become one of the main motivators 
behind the international support for Kyoto. Since Kyoto, 
most discussion in the annual COP meetings has centred 
on how to implement the carbon trade. COP6 in The Hague 
in November 2000 broke down because America insisted 
on exploiting Article 3.3 to halve its reductions target. 


2. THE KYOTO PROTOCOL IS 
COMPLETELY INADEQUATE 

Even if there were no loopholes, reductions of 5.2% are 



woefully inadequate in the face of the scientific data. The 
IPCC estimated that cuts of 60-80% on global emissions at 
1990 levels were needed to stabilise the concentrations of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere-which would still 
entail higher global temperatures. The 20 year delay in 
making major reductions has increased the size of the 
reductions that will ultimately be needed, and the level of 
climate change that will now be inevitable. The reductions 
are also feeble in the face of the immediate reductions that 
could be achieved simply through greater efficiency. The 
argument that the Kyoto reductions are economically 
impossible is simply untrue. 

3. ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE SPLIT 
OVER KYOTO 

Given these two points, environmentalists are split. No one 
is happy with Kyoto. However, most major groups believe 
that we cannot afford years of delay from restarting the 
process and that agreeing Kyoto, however weak the results, 
is vital to as a foundation for major reductions after 2010. 
More radical groups say that Kyoto is fatally weakened by 
the loopholes and is neither effective in the short term nor 
a desirable foundation for future action. These 
disagreements are not a major problem in themselves- they 
reflect a healthy diversity in the growing climate 
movement. 

4. NO ANNEX ONE COUNTRIES HAVE 
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL 

Unless it is ratified by enough Annex One countries to 
account for over 55% of the 1990 emissions, the protocol 
does not become legally binding. In reality this means US 
ratification is almost vital. Although all countries agreed 
the text of the protocol and continue to negotiate the 
details, not one annex one county has yet ratified it. The 



implementation is therefore chaotic. The UK and many 
European countries have already implemented policy 
changes and will probably meet their reductions targets by 
2010. Japan is slightly over target. The US has increased its 
emissions by 11% over 1990 levels and will not achieve its 
target of 7% reduction. In March US President George 
Bush declared that the US would not ratify the protocol 
under any circumstance. 

5. A NEW PROTOCOL IS NEEDED 

Even if Kyoto is ratified and implemented, a new 
agreement will be needed after 2010. This must involve 
major emissions cuts and, given the rapidly increasing 
emissions of the developing world, must involve all 
countries. So far the only serious alternative to a further 
meaningless fudge is the Contraction and Convergence 
model developed by the UK based Global Commons 
Institute. 

This model allocates national emissions targets on the 
basis that everyone in the world has an equal emissions 
allowance. This would would be socially just and offers the 
only realistic chance to obtain the agreement of the 
developing nations. Although this would require huge 
emissions reductions in the developed world it has 
achieved surprising governmental support from European 
government. International negotations would be concerned 
with timescale of convergence and any carbon trading 
would be subservient to this timescale. 


6. CONTRACTION AND 
CONVERGENCE 

The only proposal that begins to address issues of social 
equity is the "Contraction and Convergence" initiative 
produced by the London based Global Commons Institute. 
This proposes that all countries are allocated carbon 



rations based on an equal allocation per person (per 
capita). This ration would be set by scientific opinion of the 
level of emissions which will stabilise atmospheric 
concentrations. Once a date is set by which time all 
countries will "converge" on the same per capita emissions, 
negotiations can concern mechanisms for achieving the 
"contraction" required in the rich world. 

There has been some criticism from environmentalists that 
these mechanisms would entail carbon trading, but the 
principle of equal per capita emissions is widely supported 
and regarded as the only equitable and politicallly viable 
means to bringing Third World countries into the process. 
The proposal has the support of several Third World 
governments, senior politicians and the UK Royal 
Commission on Pollution. But, until rich countries are 
prepared to accept the need for deep cuts in their emissions 
(75% or more in the UK, 90% in the US), the proposal will 
stay on the shelf. 

6. SPEAKING ABOUT THE 
INTERNATIONAL PROCESS 

It is wise not to dwell too long in talks on the international 
process. It is complex, technical, and, because it is so hard 
to influence, ultimately disempowering to people. You 
should usually aim to keep it down to no more than 10 
minutes, which is best achieved by starting discussion with 
Kyoto. It is important to touch on the international 
process, though, because people may believe that the 
international process makes personal action is irrelevant, 
or that the collapse of the Kyoto protocol is a disaster. 

Stress the following conclusions: 

o Achieving international agreement is 
important but we shouldn't see the 



success of the Kyoto protocol as it stands 
as the sole measure of success. It is not 
the model for the real changes we need to 
make. 

o Governments are corrupted by powerful 
industrial lobbies and made apathetic by 
the indifference of voters. Real 
international action will only come when 
we demand it. The failure of the 
international process makes local action 
all the more urgent. 
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Summary of the Climate Change Agreement 
COP6.5 (BONN), i6th-23rd July 2001 

Overview 

To the surprise of most observers, international climate 
change negotiators meeting in Bonn, Germany, reached 
agreement on Monday on most of the key political issues 
relating to implementation of the Kyoto Protocol. The 
decision by the Sixth Session (part two) of the Conference 
of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, known as COP-6, covers four principal areas: 
operating rules for emissions trading and other market- 
based mechanisms established under the Protocol; how the 




sequestration of carbon by forests and other "sinks" will be 
credited toward Kyoto emission targets; funding to help 
developing countries combat and cope with climate 
change; and mechanisms to encourage and enforce 
compliance with the Kyoto targets. 

Although the agreement resolves most of the high-profile 
issues, it does not address many more technical issues that 
will play a significant role in determining the practicability 
and efficiency of the emissions trading system and Kyoto's 
other flexibility mechanisms. The negotiation of these more 
detailed, technical rules will continue during the remainder 
of the conference and is likely to spill over to COP-7 this fall 
in Marrakesh. The Protocol will take effect only when 
ratified by at least 55 countries accounting for at least 55 
percent of developed country emissions in 1990. 

All countries except the United States, which has 
announced that it does not intend to ratify the Protocol, 
hailed the agreement as a major breakthrough. Many 
countries in their concluding statements spoke of the need 
to leave the door open for U.S. participation at a later date. 

Key Elements 

Mechanisms 

The Protocol establishes three market-based mechanisms 
aimed at achieving emissions reductions as cost-effectively 
as possible. They are emissions trading (the buying and 
selling of emissions credits among Annex I countries, 
which are those with binding emission targets); joint 
implementation (allowing one country with a target to 
receive emissions credit for a specific project undertaken in 
another country with a target); and the Clean Development 
Mechanism, or CDM (allowing developed countries to 
receive emissions credit for financing projects that reduce 



emissions in developing countries). Key decisions reached 
this week include: 

No quantitative limits on the use of the mechanisms. 
Instead, the agreement provides simply that domestic 
action shall constitute "a significant element" of the effort 
made by Annex I Parties to reach their targets. 

A 2% levy on CDM projects to support developing country 
efforts to cope with the impacts of climate change. (The 
agreement does not place a levy on emissions trading or 
joint implementation.) 

Nuclear projects under joint implementation and CDM not 
specifically excluded, but "Annex I parties are to refrain 
from using" credits generated from such projects. 

Sinks projects will be allowed under the CDM, but will be 
limited to afforestation and reforestation projects during 
the first target period (2008-2012). Sinks credits under 
CDM will be capped at 1 % of a country's base-year 
emissions. 

Simplified modalities and procedures for small-scale CDM 
projects (including renewable energy and energy efficiency 
projects). 

A prompt start for CDM through nominations for the CDM 
Executive Board prior to COP-7, with a view to election of 
the Executive Board at COP-7. 

To address the risk of overselling emission credits, each 
Annex I party must hold back from the market 90% of its 
allowable emissions, or five times its most recently 
reviewed emissions inventory, whichever is lower. The 
former test allows countries whose emissions are higher 
than their target and who will be net buyers to sell up to 
10% of their allowable emissions. The latter test allows 



countries whose emissions are projected to be below their 
target to sell their excess credits, but not to sell credits they 
are expected to need to cover their projected emissions. 

Key issues such as fungibility (allowing credits under all 
three mechanisms to be treated equally) and unilateral 
CDM (allowing developing countries to generate credits for 
projects undertaken on their own) are not addressed in the 
agreement, and will presumably be taken up in the 
"technical" negotiations that will resume this week. 

Sinks 

The Protocol establishes the principle that countries 
potentially may receive credit toward their emissions 
targets for carbon absorbed by forests, soils and other so- 
called "sinks." However, the Protocol left unresolved 
precisely what sinks activities would be recognized and 
how the credits would be calculated. Key decisions this 
week include: 

Broad activities eligible for sinks credits, including forest 
management, cropland management and revegetation. 

No overall cap on sink credits. Instead, the compromise 
agreement establishes specific limits on the various 
categories of sink activities. 

For forest management, Appendix Z sets forth country- 
specific caps for each Annex I country. Japan's forest 
management cap is 13 million tons (about 4 % of its base- 
year emissions) and Canada's is 12 million tons (about 10% 
of its base-year emissions). The Appendix Z caps include 
sinks credits generated through joint implementation. 

Credits for cropland management, grazing land 
management and revegetation are not capped, but 
countries may receive credit only for increased 



sequestration over 1990 levels. 


Finance 

Under both the Convention and the Protocol, developed 
countries agreed to provide financial resources to 
developing countries to help them meet their obligations 
under the treaties and adapt to the adverse effects of 
climate change. Key elements of this week's agreement 
include: 

Establishment of three new funds, two under the 
Convention and one under the Protocol. Contributions to 
the Convention funds are voluntary. The new funds are as 
follows: 

A special climate change fund, to provide assistance for the 
full gamut of climate change purposes. 

A least developed country fund to support National 
Adaptation Programmes of Action. 

A Kyoto Protocol adaptation fund to be funded by the CDM 
levy as well as voluntary contributions. 

An acknowledgment of the "need" for "new and additional" 
funding under the Convention, but no specific funding level 
identified and no new legal requirement on countries to 
provide funds. 

A political pledge by the European Union and several other 
developed countries to contribute $410 million per year. 
(This figure includes contributions toward replenishment 
of the Global Environment Facility). Canada joined this 
political pledge, but not Japan or Australia. 

Establishment of a new expert group on technology 
transfer. 



Compliance 


The Protocol calls for establishment of procedures and 
mechanisms to address non-compliance with its 
provisions. This was one of the most contentious issues in 
Bonn. While final action on a compliance regime was 
deferred, major elements were defined: 

The legal character of the compliance regime deferred. At 
the earliest, a compliance agreement establishing a binding 
regime would be adopted at the first meeting of Kyoto 
Protocol parties following the treaty's entry into force. 

Consequences for failing to meet an emissions target 
include the following: 

Restoration of tons at a rate of 1.3 to 1 (a country must 
make up its shortfall, plus 30 percent, in the next target 
period). 

Suspension of eligibility to sell credits. 

A compliance action plan (CAP). Developing countries to 
hold majority of seats on both the enforcement and 
facilitative branches of the Compliance Committee. In the 
absence of consensus, decisions must be approved by a 
majority of both of developed country and developing 
country representatives. 
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Dealing with counter arguments 

There are some arguments which claim climate change 
doesn't exist or isn't such a big problem. There is no need 
to raise these arguments directly in a talk, but it is good to 
be prepared in case they come up as you may hear these 




from confused (or critical) people in the audience. 
Answering your opponents will greatly strengthen your 
case. 

The first thing to stress is that almost all of these 
arguments originate in the 20 year long public relations 
campaign by the oil and coal industries to fight against 
international attempts to control greenhouse gas 
emissions. In the US this counter campaign has to date cost 
over £20 million. 

Following from this point, people should remember that 
companies and governments have always "created" experts 
to justify their arguments. Tobacco companies have 
"scientists" to claim that nicotine is not addictive, asbestos 
companies have "doctors" to claim that asbestos does no 
lead to asbestosis of the lungs, and confectionery 
companies have "dentists" to claim that sugar does not lead 
to tooth decay. It’s a classic ploy by vested interests. 

1. THE MAIN ARGUMENTS 

"Scientists don't agree that there is global warming" 

No one argues that greenhouse gas concentrations are 
going up extremely rapidly. No one argues that changing 
this will change the way the atmosphere behaves. The 
debate is about whether those changes will cause global 
warming- and whether they are the cause of the global 
temperature increases. 

The strongest argument is the simple weight of expert 
opinion. Out of 2,000 scientists involved in the United 
Nations processes, around 10, sometimes called "climate 
skeptics", argue that there is no climate change or argue 
that burning fossil fuels is not a problem (some even argue 
both!). Names to look for include Richard Lindzen and 
Fred Singer. All 10 of these scientists are directly funded by 



the fossil fuel industry. So who do you believe?! 

"Sunspots or changes in the earth's tilt cause climate 
change" 

It's true that changes in solar output and tilt have 
historically had a major influence on climate change. But 
tilt changes very slowly and solar output has not changed 
sufficiently recently to explain the measured changes in 
global temperature. Again, the UN scientists are very clear 
that current changes are human created. Anyway, sunspots 
or no sunspots, when we change the gases in the 
atmosphere, we will change the way that it holds in the 
heat from the sun. 

"10 years ago you warned of an ice age, now it's a heatwave! 
These are all scare tactics." 

The concerns over an ice age were always a fringe theory 30 
years ago- the science has moved forward and is now is 
extremely strong. Climate change is not predictable and 
extreme cold as well as heat is entirely possible if ocean 
currents change significantly. 

"You said it would be hot -but it's freezing today / last 
winter. Where's the warming (ho ho)!" 

Warming is measured across global averages and that local 
patterns will still vary greatly. "Warming" may be a 
misnomer on a local level as we're talking about 
increasingly extreme weather events (which may include 
extreme cold), interspersed with periods of more normal 
weather. 

"So make your mind up- you don’t seem to have any idea of 
what’s going to happen" 

We can be certain that this is a disastrous experiment 
which will lead to violent changes in the weather. The 
uncertainty is about how exactly this will effect local 



weather- we’re messing with something vital that we 
simply don’t understand. Scientific computer simulations 
are becoming far more accurate, though. 

"Maybe with all this uncertainty, we should just wait and 
see and then take action" 

There is a 40-100 year lag time before we feel the full 
effects of changes in the atmosphere. Politicians have been 
arguing for "waiting and seeing" for 20 years and the 
weather is already showing dramatic changes and what 
we’re experiencing now is the result of emissions in the 
1960’s and before. We’d be mad to wait any further with 
such a long lead time. We’d just be dumping our indecision 
onto our grandchildren. 

Also remember that we invest all the time in insurance 
against uncertainties. The government spend tens of 
billions of pounds a year on the armed forces to defend 
ourselves against outside risks that are impossible to 
estimate. At the moment the risk of climate change is far 
better established than the risk of enemy invasion! 

"A bit of warming is just what we need in grey cold Britain" 

Britain is not going to become the Costa Del Sol- and if it 
did every forest, garden and hedgerow would die. Yes it 
may get warmer, but droughts, floods, and extreme cold 
may also be part of the picture. The scientists predict hotter 
dryer summers but also wetter greyer winters with 
increased flooding and storms- so not much fun there. And 
there will be a terrible price to pay elsewhere - so we can't 
afford to be selfish. 

"This is a left-wing/anarcho plot to overthrow 
capitalism/stop me enjoying my car etc." 

It is nothing of the kind. Margaret Thatcher, John Major, 
the heads of British Petroleum and Shell Oil, the 



Confederation of British Industry, the Insurance industry 
all now acknowledge the threat and make strong 
statements of concern. Tony Blair calls it the "most serious" 
challenge of the 21st Century. If you really think these 
people are part of a global conspiracy, you're nuts. (Of 
course, none of them actually do anything, but that’s 
another story). In fact the only government leader who has 
denied the problem is George W Bush whose political 
campaign was largely funded by oil companies. 

"It's the fault of the US." 

The US is a huge burner of fossil fuels, twice as much per 
person as Britain and this is a serious problem. By all 
means we need to put pressure on the US. But we have a 
responsibility too to take a lead and sort out our own role. 
No-one ever wins a court case by arguing that there are 
bigger criminals about! 

"It’s the fault of the Third World/overpopulation." 

It's true that China and India also have rapidly increasing 
emissions and that within 25 years the Third World 
emissions will exceed those of the rich world. They will 
need to play a part in controlling emissions. None the less 
their emissions per person are still far far below ours (we 
emit ten times as much per person as an Indian). What is 
more, the greenhouse gases currently in the atmosphere 
are the result of the rich world’s emissions over the past 
100 years, so we bear a historical responsibility. 

"It’s the fault of cows farting." 

Yes, cow farts do contain methane and play some role. But 
this is a very minor cause- and one often seized on by 
people trying to marginalise the issue. A far greater source 
of methane is from old landfill sites and coal mines. 


2. THE FALSE SOLUTIONS 



"We can all plant trees and it will be OK." 

Tree planting is a red herring. Trees only soak up carbon 
dioxide whilst growing, but when they die/decay or are 
burnt they release it. So tree planting buys very little time. 
Tree planting cannot solve the scale of the problem and any 
effects it has are extremely temporary. What is more there 
are major environmental and social problems in the Third 
World associated with the seizure of land for exotic tree 
plantations — and let's face it, the Third World is where 
such large plantations would be planted. 

"Madcap technofixes." 

There are lots of madcap "solutions" around- pumping 
carbon dioxide underground, setting up mirrors in space to 
reflect sunlight, seeding oceans with iron filings to 
encourage plankton. These projects are mostly funded by 
oil companies which have a strong interest in encouraging 
"business as usual". It’s very doubtful if they work, they are 
sticking plaster solutions at best. 

"New car technology." 

There is huge investment by car and oil companies into 
hydrogen, electric, and fuel cell cars. The big question is: 
where does the electricity or hydrogen come from? Most 
likely from fossil fuels. What is more, huge amounts of 
energy would still go into the steel, plastics, and 
manufacture of the cars. More efficient, less polluting cars 
will help, of course, but we still need to control and limit 
car use for many other reasons. 

"I do my bit-1 recycle." 

"I do my bit -1 recycle" is something people often say. But 
people need to know that recycling is a good thing to do for 
many reasons but is a very small part of the climate 
solution (composting food waste is the most useful 
component as it reduces methane production in landfill 



sites). People can do far more with simple measures in 
insulating and draught proofing their homes. 
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The basics of climate change 

THE BASICS 

l. UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES 

The underlying science behind the greenhouse effect is not 
hard to understand or explain. It is based on three 
principles: 

1. In the mid 19th century scientists found in the laboratory 
that each gas has a different capacity to retain and hold 
heat. Oxygen and Nitrogen loose heat rapidly- Carbon 
Dioxide, however, is very good at holding heat. 

2. The ability of some gases to retain heat is very important 
for the functioning of the atmosphere. They allow the suns 
rays pass through the atmosphere and warm the earth and 
then they prevent that heat from being radiated back into 
space. They function like the glass in a greenhouse- letting 
through the suns rays and then holding in the heat. That's 
why this is called the greenhouse effect. 

3. The gases that have the quality of retaining heat in the 
atmosphere are called the greenhouse gases. The most 




important one is Carbon Dioxide. There are other gases in 
the atmosphere which are far more powerful but are 
present in far smaller concentrations . Methane retains 25 
times as much heat as Carbon Dioxide; Nitrous Oxide 320 
times. 

Climate change can be summed up in two sentences: 

o Different gases have different capacities to retain 

heat. 

o When we change the gases in the atmosphere, we 
will change the way that it holds in the heat from the sun. 

It is important to remember that the greenhouse effect is 
not a bad thing in itself- if we didn't have the greenhouse 
gases in our atmosphere the earth would be as cold as the 
moon. They are like a blanket that keeps us warm and 
make life possible. 

2. THE PROBLEM 

Our whole economy is based on burning oil, gas or coal, 
called fossil fuels. We can't see most of these fires, but just 
imagine every car on the motorway as a roaring fire, every 
electricity powerstation as a huge inferno. We all 
contribute to this through our carbon intensive lifestyle, 
our cars, home heating, and air travel. 

* Talk of the wasteful things we do. Exotic green beans 
in supermarkets flown by air from Africa. We spend hours 
every day sitting in traffic jams. We build heated 
conservatories that double a houses energy consumption. 
We fly huge distances for a week in the sun. 

Every time we burn these fuels we produce more waste 
carbon dioxide. A lot more; 8 billion tons a year in fact. 
Within 50 years we will have twice as much Carbon Dioxide 
in the atmosphere as we had before industrialisation. 



Burning also produces Nitrous Oxides another powerful 
greenhouse gas. We are also dumping new gases in the 
atmosphere. CFC's (Chloroflourocarbons) are used in 
refridgerators and, although they are present in tiny 
quantities relative to carbon dioxide they are 9,000 times 
more powerful at retaining heat (which is what made them 
so good for refridgeration in the first place!) 

The change in the atmosphere will mean that far more of 
the sun's energy is held within the climate systems, 
throwing all existing climate systems into chaos. Computer 
predictions estimate global temperature increases over the 
next 100 years of across the world by up to 6°C. Scientists 
know of no time when temperatures have risen faster and 
beyond 2°C increase find it hard to make reliable 
predictions of the actual effects in the weather. In the next 
fifty years we will see ever increasing extremes of weather. 
More storms, floods, droughts. 

The natural world will not be able to adjust fast enough. By 
2050 climate change will have directly led to the extinction 
of 30% of species, the death of 90% of coral reefs and the 
loss of half the Amazon rainforest. 

3. MAIN POINTS TO STRESS 

DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT 

It is absolute scientific fact that the changes we are making 
to the concentrations of different gases will effect the way 
the atmosphere behaves. The only areas of debate is how 
serious the impacts are likely to be. This is a huge a very 
dangerous experiment with something we don't 
understand. 

WEIGHT OF SCIENTIFIC OPINION 

Over 2,000 scientists are directly working on the United 
Nations to study this problem and its impacts. This is one 



of the largest mobilisations of scientific research ever 
undertaken. All the scientists agree that we have a huge 
problem. In 1997 3,000 scientists signed a Statement on 
Climatic Disruption. Also in 19771,500 scientists including 
110 Nobel Prize winners, signed a letter to US President 
Clinton calling for immediate action. In 1999 the 35,000 
scientists in the US Geophysical Union adopted a position 
calling for action. In May 2001, the national scientific 
academies of 17 nations including the UK Royal Society 
signed a statement calling for action. 

IF WE DON'T TAKE ACTION IT WILL BECOME FAR 
WORSE 

Beyond 2050 we face the acceleration of the process of 
climate change. Carbon and methane stored in soils and 
oceans will start to leak into the air and the natural 
processes in forests and oceans that remove carbon dioxide 
from the air will break down. 

THE LANGUAGE IS MISLEADING AND SHOULD BE 
CHALLENGED 

The jargon does not reflect the seriousness of the situation. 

* Climate change suggests a slow and steady predictable 
change. In reality we face a rapid and chaotic flip-flop 
between extreme weather events. 

* Global warming suggests a slow steady increase in 
temperatures, like warming a bath. In reality it will not be 
steady, and local weather choas may include extremes of 
cold as well as heat. 

* Talking of Climate suggests something scientific and 
outside people's concern. But the reality in people's lives 
will concern violent changes in weather. 

* Scientists talk of the uncertainties of climate change. 
There are no uncertainties about the reality of change, only 
the exact nature those changes will take. 



CLIMATE CHANGE HAS ALREADY STARTED 


This is not some vague future threat. All around the world 
rapid changes in the weather are already happening. 

The 12 months up to March 2001 were the wettest in 
Britain since records began in 1730. Scientists argue that it 
was the wettest in at least 500 years. 

The US winter of 1999-2000 was the mildest since records 
began. The winter of 2000-2001 was the coldest since 
records began. This is an example of the "flip-flop in 
extreme weather. 

Mozambique in 2000 had the worst floods in 50 years 
displacing 100,000 people 

Northwest India had the worst dought in 100 years in 2000 

* Collect cuttings from recent newspaper reports of 
record breaking weather 

TRAPS TO BE WARY OF 

* Don't get bogged down in the atmospheric science- 
stress the causes and impacts. 

* Don't say the Greenhouse Effect is the problem. It's the 
emission of greenhouse gases which is the problem. 

* Don't say sea level rises are because of melting ice caps- 
the expansion of water as it heats up is far more important. 

* Don't say Britain is all going under water- for the next 
50 years sea level rises will effect only some coastal regions. 

* Don't get confused with the hole in the ozone layer- 
there are connections between the two, but they are 
complex and the ozone hole does not directly lead to 
climate change. 

Rising Tide — Speaker Training Factsheet June 2001- 

www.risingtide.org.uk 


< Factsheets 


u 


Dealing with counter 
arguments > 


P 


Factsheets 

The factsheets below cover a wide range of topics: the 
science of climate change, ideas for actions, dealing with 
the media, ideas for talks and presentations etc. 

Some factsheets are a little out of date but are still very 
useful and we’ll do our best to update them as soon as we 
get a chance. (Most have printer friendly links which can 
also be used to save plain versions. For PDF's you need the 

free adobe acrobat reader). 

THE BASICS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

The basics of climate change 

What it is and how to explain it to other people. 

The other side 

The arguments people put up against climate change and 
what you can say to counter them. 

Fuel Facts (PDF 264kb) 

Shows how the oil industry is trying to spin the facts so that 
levels of energy consumption stay just how they like it. 
Rising Tide info sheet. 

INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE 
POLICY 

Bonn summary 

Our concise take on what came out of the international 
climate talks, known as COP 6.5, in Bonn in July 2001. 

International negotiations 

A summary of the international process up to COP 6.5. 




Climate Update (PDF 2iskb) 

Rising Tide info sheet explaining what governments are 
doing about climate change, what's happening to the Kyoto 
Protocol and how business lobby groups are are promoting 
their interests. 

The case against carbon trading 

To Keep the Oil Flowing (PDF 1.54 MB) 

A Conversation on Carbon Credits (DRAFT DOCUMENT) 
by Durban Group for Climate Justice. 

COMMUNICATING CLIMATE CHANGE 

An Activists Guide to Exploiting the Media By George 
Monbiot 

A great media pack, loaded with advice, information and 
contacts for writing press releases, handling the media, and 
getting them to cover your event. 

Public speaking 

How to speak in public and how to improve your speaking 
skills. 

How to move people 

Some of the key arguments that help people to connect 
emotionally with climate change- great for talks. 

Template talk 

Giving a talk on climate change? Here's a 45 minute talk 
already written for you. 

Talking about solutions 

How do we dig our way out of this hole. 

How to do a speaker training 

Do you or your group want to improve your climate 
speaking skills? Try following this run down taken from a 


one day Rising Tide speaker training day in June 2001. 


ORGANISING, FACILITATING AND 
WORKING IN GROUPS 

Managing groups, meetings and talks 

How to facilitate a meeting and make everyone feel 
involved. 

Community Action (PDF 326k!)) 

Some ideas and suggestions to encourage people to become 
involved in a new or existing group. Rising Tide info sheet. 

Useful Contacts (PDF 83kb) 

Over 22 campaign groups plus some media. Rising Tide 
info sheet. 


TAKING DIRECT ACTION AGAINST 
THE ROOT CAUSES OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

Direct Action Toolbox 

This website is a great resource. It aims to make it easier 
for new people to understand what the hell everyone is 
going on about and proves useful to activists who've been 
around for a bit and need to brush up. It explains some of 
the tactics that have successfully been employed over the 
years - as well as some of the problems people have 
encountered. 

Activist Legal Briefing 

The Activists' Legal Project provides information about the 
law to people who are thinking of taking direct action, or 
who have taken direct action. Be careful with the legal 
information in here - laws change! 


CHANGING YOUR OWN LIFESTYLE 


TO STOP CLIMATE CHANGE 

Lifestyle emissions factsheet 

A 2 page fact sheets on how much we contribute to global 
warming through our cars, flights, house heating and hot 
water. With links to useful sites. 

50 things you can do to save the climate 

50 ideas for actions that came out from the Rising Tide 
Roadshow. 

Make a Pledge (PDF 95kb) 

Lists a few simple ways you can take action locally and start 
to get other people involved in climate change 
campaigning. Rising Tide info sheet. 

Domestic Action (PDF i8skb) 

A seven step plan to cut your home energy consumption. 
Rising Tide info sheet. 


See pages tagged as 'factsheet'. 
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15 Actions to Topple the Fossil Fuel Empire 

Why and how to take direct action against 
the fossil fuel industry... 
including planning tips, target locations, 
examples of successful actions 


and more. 








Climate Action Popular Education Resource 
Pack 


■Packed with tools to help you run engaging, 
(interactive workshops on all aspects of 
climate change for a wide range of people. 


Do It Yourself. A Handbook for Changing 
Our World 

Edited by The Trapese Collective 

Attachments: 

SI 15 Actions to Topple the Fossil Fuel 
Empire - Web Version.pdf 
SI RTpopedpackUK PRINT.pdf 
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Funny weather comic 

Sixteen page comic explaining the science, causes, and 
complexities of climate change by award wining comic 
book artist Kate Evans. Black and white with colour cover. 



Contact us for a hard copy - we 
ask for donations to cover 
printing and postage. We are 
also always looking for people 
who are interested in being bulk 










distributors. 

iRead the online version. 

Download a sample page in 
.bmp. 

Download another sample page 


in .bmp. 


Also available as a free download in Welsh (pdf) by 
Footprint Workers Co-op 



Attachments: 

Si tywydd_rhyfedd_300.pdf 

Hi Sample page.bmp 

Si Sample page 2 .bmp 
Tags: 

Comic 
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Erklarung von Rising Tide - Netzwerk fur 
Klimagerechtigkeit 2011 


[In English] 






Hintergrilnde der Erklarung 

Rising Tide ist ein internationales Graswurzel-Netzwerk 
aus Gruppen und Einzelpersonen, die den Ursachen des 
Klimawandels mit direkten Aktionen begegnen und lokale, 
community-basierte Losungen filr die Klimakrisefordern. 
Es ist Teil einer umfassenderen globalen Bewegung filr 
soziale und okologische Gerechtigkeit. 

Rising Tide wurde im November 2000 gegriindet, um 
Proteste an den 6 . UN-Klimaverhandlungen (C 0 P 6 ) in 
den Niederlanden zu organisieren. Das Netzwerk kamfiir 
eine Grundsatzerkldrung zusammen, die eine ihrer Zeit 
vorauseilende Analyse und Annaherung an den 
Klimawandel lieferte; basierend aufdem Begriff 'soziale 
Gerechtigkeit' und einer Kritik der marktwirtschaftlichen 
Losungen. Mehr als ein Jahrzehnt spater, sind viele Teile 
der ursprimglichen, radikalen Analyse von sozialen 
Bewegungen, Mainstream-NGOs, Think Tanks und 
einigen politischen Parteien akzeptiert worden. 

Faire und wirksame Losungen zum Klimawandel sind 
allerdings nicht Wirklichkeit geworden, und deshalb ist 
unsere Aufgabe, den Ursachen des Klimawandels weiter 
zu begegnen und den Kampffur Klimagerechtigkeit 
fortzusetzen. 

Dieses Papier baut auf der Rising Tide-Erkldrung aus dem 
Jahr 2000 auf, um das wachsende internationale 
Netzwerk filr das zweite Jahrzehnt im Kampffilr 
Klimagerechtigkeit vorzubereiten. 

Als internationales Netzwerk von Gruppen und 
Einzelpersonen der Graswurzelbewegung glauben wir, 
dass das Kyoto-Protokoll die Klimakrise nicht 
einzuddmmen vermag. Im Gegensatzfordert das 
Protokoll das Eigeninteresse von Unternehmen und 
Industrienationen und marginalisiert Fragen der globalen 



Gerechtigkeit und der Okologie. 


Ursachen, falsche „Losungen“ 

Rising Tide glaubt, dass die Wurzeln der Klimakrise im 
aktuellen globalen Wirtschaftssystem und seinem endlosen 
Streben nach wirtschaftlichem Wachstum um jeden Preis 
angelegt sind. 

Unternehmensfreundliche und staatlich geforderte 
„Losungen“ gegen den Klimawandel sind schlichtweg nicht 
in der Lage die Klimakrise zu losen. Die aktuellen 
internationalen Klima-Debatten werden aus einem 
mangelhaften und ungerechten Blickwinkel aus gefuhrt, 
weil sie auf den Interessen einer neoliberalen 
kapitalistischen Globalisierung beruhen, welche die 
reicheren Lander und Unternehmen bevorteilen. 

Wir sind uns bewusst, dass eine solche Form der 
Globalisierung einen immer schnelleren Klimawandel 
begiinstigt, und wir widersetzen uns dem Markt fur 
Emissionshandel als eine Form des modernen 
Kolonialismus. Wir lehnen die Kernenergie als eine 
„Losung“ fur den Klimawandel ab, neben anderen falschen 
Losungen, die entweder nicht zur Reduzierung der 
Emissionen beitragen oder uns mit neuen lokalen und 
globalen Risiken bedrohen. 

Rising Tide glaubt, es ist existentiell dem Kapitalismus 
entgegen zu treten und unsere Abhangigkeit von der 
Industrie und den Institutionen zu verringern, die fur 
Profite und Macht den Planeten zerstoren. Gleichzeitig 
miissen wir daran arbeiten, soziale Gerechtigkeit, 
Gemeindeautonomie und einen nachhaltigen 
Lebensunterhalt zu erlangen. 


Klimagerechtigkeit 



Rising Tide glaubt, dass soziale und wirtschaftliche 
Gerechtigkeit zwischen und innerhalb der Lander in den 
Mittelpunkt der wirklich fairen Losungen fur den 
Klimawandel gehort. 

Unternehmen, die mit den politischen Eliten 
zusammenarbeiten, spielen bei der Ausbeutung der 
„einfachen“ Menschen iiberall auf der Welt eine 
bedeutende Rolle. Diese offenbart sich am deutlichsten in 
der Pliinderung der Ressourcen des globalen Siidens durch 
die reichen Volkswirtschaften des globalen Nordens. Wir 
erkennen an, dass diese reichen Volkswirtschaften 
okologische und soziale Schulden gegeniiber den Menschen 
des globalen Siidens angehauft haben. Die okologische 
Schuld, durch die Gewinnung, Verwendung und den 
Missbrauch von Ressourcen wie fossilen Brennstoffen, 
Mineralien, Waldern und Meeren verursacht, erzeugt 
enorme soziale Schaden durch die politische, 
wirtschaftliche, kulturelle und emotionale Ausbeutung 
lokaler Gemeinden. 

Eine Instandsetzung der Biosphare und der Gemeinden, in 
denen solche Ausnutzung stattgefunden hat, kann nicht 
einfach durch Geldzahlungen geleistet werden. Reichtum 
und Ressourcen gehdren weg von den Eliten hin in 
offentlicher Kontrolle. Vor allem den Gemeinden in den 
siidlichen Landern und den indigenen Bevolkerungen muss 
die Kontrolle fiber Land und Ressourcen zuriickgegeben 
werden. 

Gerechter Ubergang 

Rising Tide will einen gerechten Ubergang zu einer 
kohlenstoff- und verbrauchsarmen Wirtschaft, die auf das 
Wohlbefinden der Menschen konzentriert ist, nicht auf 
Gewinn. Dies bedeutet einen Ubergang, der nicht die 
Geringverdienenden, sozial diskriminierte Gruppen oder 



schlecht bezahlte Mitarbeiter_innen der von fossilen 
Brennstoffen abhangigen Industrie am hartesten trifft. 

Energie zur Deckung des Grundbedarfs ist ein wesentliches 
Element der Klimagerechtigkeit. Der Subsistenzverbrauch 
von marginalisierten Gruppen darf nicht im Fokus stehen, 
wenn die globalen Emissionen reduziert werden sollen. 
Genauso wenig darf die Reduktion durch 
„Bevdlkerungskontrolle“ oder andere autoritare 
Mal 3 nahmen angestrebt werden, welche die Opfer des 
aktuellen Systems bestrafen, wahrend Eliten ungebremst 
einen riesigen Ressourcenverbrauch an den Tag legen 
konnen. 

Wir glauben, dass erfolgreiche Losungen fur den 
Klimawandel von organisierten transnationalen 
Bewegungen diskutiert und erstellt werden miissen, die 
den grofiten Wert auf die Forderungen und Vorschlage von 
Basisbewegungen in den am starksten betroffenen 
Gebieten legen: zum Beispiel Gemeinden im globalen 
Siiden, Inselstaaten, indigene Volker und Migrant_innen, 
Frauen- und Jugendorganisationen. Die Menschen, die 
kollektiv an sie betreffende Themen arbeiten, miissen die 
Kontrolle iiber diese Prozesse bekommen. Macht darf nicht 
in den Handen von Regierungen und privaten 
Unternehmen konzentriert sein, sondern muss 
dezentralisiert werden. 

Wege nach Vorn 

Wir wissen, dass die atmospharische Konzentration von 
Treibhausgasen so drastisch und schnell wie moglich 
reduziert werden muss. Zu diesem Zweck setzt sich Rising 
Tide fur ein sofortiges Ende der Erkundung und Forderung 
von fossilen Brennstoffen sowie einen gerechten, raschen 
Ubergang weg von der Verbrennung fossiler Brennstoffe 
ein. Wir sehen ein, dass die Erhaltung, Sanierung und 



Restaurierung des Okosystems unerlasslich sind, um den 
C 02 -Anteil in der Atmosphare zu senken und das 
Artensterben einzudammen. 

Praktische, klimaneutrale, gemeinschaftlich getragene 
Losungen existieren. Es ist Zeit sie zu nutzen und sich mit 
ihnen gegen diejenigen Interessen zu wehren, die sie zu 
untergraben suchen. 

Zum Aufbau wirklich gerechter Losungen, miissen wir auch 
die Systeme der Unterdriickung demontieren, die unsere 
Kultur und uns selbst durchdringen. Rising Tide hat das 
Ziel enge Beziehungen zu Umwelt- und Klimaschutz- 
Gruppen zu kniipfen, die gegen die Verschmutzung durch 
fossil betriebene Fabrikanlagen kampfen und sich mit 
denjenigen Menschen auf der ganzen Welt zu verbiinden, 
die bereits vom Klimawandel betroffen sind. Wir sind uns 
bewusst, dass wir als Netzwerk unsere Anstrengungen 
verstarken miissen, um solidarische Beziehungen mit 
anderen Aktionsgruppen aufzubauen; und besonders mit 
den Menschen, die am meisten unter dem Klimawandel 
leiden. Wir miissen konsequenterweise auf echte 
Solidaritat hinarbeiten - fiber Landesgrenzen und 
Trennlinien von Rasse, Klasse, Geschlecht, Fahigkeiten 
und sexueller Identitat hinweg. 

Rising Tide glaubt, dass wenn wir eine Kultur der 
gegenseitigen Hilfe und der Gemeindeautonomie 
aufzubauen beginnen, und wenn wir Veranderungen durch 
direkte Aktion und hierarchiefreie Organisierung erzielen, 
wir zeigen konnen, dass wir keine Regierungen oder 
Konzerne brauchen, um zu iiberleben und zufrieden zu 
leben. 


Das internationale Rising Tide-Netzwerk 
befiirwortet: 



o einen gerechten Ubergang zu lokal gesteuerten, 
kohlenstoff- und verbrauchsarmen 
Wirtschaftskreislaufen 
o die sofortige, drastische Reduzierung der 
Treibhausgasemissionen 
o Losungen fur die Klimakrise, die durch die am 
starksten betroffenen definiert sind und die lokale 
Autonomie und Autarkie fordern 
o die Wiedergutmachung der okologischen und 
sozialen Schulden des globalen Norden durch 
Ubertragung der Verfugungsgewalt von den Eliten 
hin in offentliche Hand, so dass Gemeinden sich und 
ihre Umgebungen selbst wieder aufbauen konnen 
o die Freiheit der Bewegung und ein Ende der 
Migrations-Regulierung. Aktuelle und zukiinftige 
Unterstiitzung fur alle Vertriebenen und fur 
diejenigen, die ein besseres und sichereres Leben fur 
sich und ihre Familien schaffen wollen, indem sie 
internationale Grenzen iiberschreiten 

Das internationale Rising Tide-Netzwerk 
wehrt sich gegen: 

o neue Projekten zur Erschliebung und Forderung 
fossiler Brennstoffe 

o die Stromerzeugung aus Kernkraft, und andere 
gefahrliche Technologien wie Geo-Engineering, 
industriellem Biotreibstoff, Gentechnik oder CSS 
o die „falsche L 5 sungen“, die verwendet werden, um 
sich der Verantwortung fiir die Emissionsminderung 
zu entziehen, einschlieblich des Emissionshandels, 
C 02 -Zertifikaten, REDD, dem Clean Development 
Mechanism und Joint Implementation-Projekten 
o die Kommerzialisierung und Privatisierung der 
weltweiten natiirlichen Ressourcen und den Bau 
neuer ressourcengewinnender Infrastruktur; 



insbesondere dort, wo es von den lokalen Kommunen 
abgelehnt wird 

o die Madnahmen der Regierungen des Nordens, deren 
Finanzhilfen fiir den Klimaschutz als ein Mittel zur 
Erhohung der Schulden der Nicht-Industrielandern 
genutzt werden 

o die Kriminalisierung von und die Gewalt gegen 
Graswurzelbewegungen fiir soziale und okologische 
Gerechtigkeit durch Staaten und Unternehmen 


Signatories (October 2011) 

o Hyokyaalto (Finland) 
o Marea Creciente Ecuador 
o Marea Creciente Mexico 
o Rising Tide Australia 
o Rising Tide North America 
o Rising Tide UK 

German Translation, February 2012 

by IhA.IUJi magie.blogsport.de 


Declaracion Politica por la Justicia 
Climatica de la Coalicion Internacional 
“Marea Creciente” (Rising Tide) 2011 

Declaracion Politica por la Justicia Climatica de la 
Coalicion Internacional “Marea Creciente” (Rising 
Tide) 2011 

[En Ingles / In English] 

Antecedentes 

Marea Creciente es una red internacional de base, 



compuesta de grupos e individuos que toman action 
directa para enfrentar las causas raiz del Cambio Climatico 
y promueven soluciones locales y basadas en los intereses 
de la comunidad. 

Es parte de un movimiento global que busca la justicia 
ecologica y social. 

Marea Creciente fue formada en Noviembre del 2000, para 
organizar las protestas a la 6ta negotiation climatica de las 
Naciones Unidas (CDLP6), en Holanda. La red se baso en 
los principios establecidos en la primera Declaracion 
Politica de Marea Creciente, del 2000, la cual ofrece un 
analisis y planteamiento sobre el Cambio Climatico 
adelantados a su tiempo, enfocandose en la justicia social y 
la critica a las “soluciones” basadas en los intereses 
comerciales. 

Mas de una decada despues, gran parte de este original y 
radical analisis ha sido aceptado por los movimientos 
sociales, ONGs convencionales, grupos de expertos y 
ciertos partidos politicos. Sin embargo, soluciones justas y 
efectivas contra el Cambio Climatico no han sido 
ejecutadas y por lo tanto nuestra mision de confrontar las 
causas raiz de esta crisis y luchar por justicia climatica 
continua. 

La siguiente declaracion ha sido renovada y construida 
sobre la declaracion original de Marea Creciente del 2000, 
preparando a la creciente red internacional para su 
segunda decada de lucha. 

Marea Creciente es una red internacional de grupos e 
individuos comprometidos a una estrategia de base para 
luchar por la justicia climatica. Creemos que el Protocolo 
de Kyoto fallara en combatir la crisis del Cambio Climatico. 
En cambio, el protocolo promueve el interes de las 



corporaciones y de las naciones industrializadas y margina 
los asuntos de igualdad global y medio ambiente. 


Las causas raiz y las falsas “soluciones” 

Marea Creciente cree que las causas raiz de la crisis 
climatica yacen en el sistema economico global actual y su 
insaciable busqueda de enriquecimiento economico a toda 
costa. 

Las soluciones al Cambio Climatico basadas en los 
intereses corporativos y del Estado estan fallando 
completamente en resolver la crisis. Las negociaciones 
climaticas internacionales actuales son defectuosas e 
injustas, ya que responden a los intereses de una 
globalizacion capitalista neo-liberal, que persigue 
unicamente el beneficio de las corporaciones y los paises 
economicamente ricos. 

Reconocemos que dicha globalizacion esta 
desencadenando un Cambio Climatico a una velocidad 
nunca antes vista y nos oponemos al mercado del carbono 
porque representa una forma moderna de colonialismo. 
Rechazamos la energia nuclear como “solution” al Cambio 
Climatico y activamente hacemos campana contra esta, 
junto con otras falsas soluciones que fallan en reducir las 
emisiones o amenazan con nuevos riesgos locales o 
globales. 

En Marea Creciente creemos como una cuestion de 
supervivencia que se debe confrontar el capitalismo y 
minimizar nuestra dependencia en las industrias y en las 
instituciones que estan destruyendo al planeta. 

Simultaneamente debemos trabajar hacia la justicia social, 
la autonomia de las comunidades y el vivir sustentable. 



Justicia Climatica 


Marea Creciente cree que es en la igualdad economica y 
social -entre y dentro de los paises- donde yace el corazon 
de las soluciones al Cambio Climatico justas y verdaderas. 

Las corporaciones, en collision con las elites 
gubernamentales, estan en la medula de la explotacion a 
las comunidades populares en cualquier parte del mundo. 
Esta realidad se evidencia mas que nunca en el saqueo del 
los recursos del Globo Sur por parte las economias ricas del 
Globo Norte 

Reconocemos que las economias ricas tienen una deuda 
ecologica y social con la gente del Globo Sur. La deuda 
ecologica causada por la extraction, uso y abuso de los 
recursos naturales, como los combustibles fosiles, 
minerales, bosques y recursos maritimos y geneticos, que 
genera un enorme dano social, en el que las comunidades 
locales son explotadas fisica, politica, economica, cultural y 
emocionalmente. 

Las reparaciones a la biosfera y a las comunidades donde 
las extracciones han tornado lugar no pueden ser realizadas 
simplemente con el pago de dinero. Requerira el sacar las 
riquezas y los recursos de manos de las elites y entregarlos 
al control popular. Especialmente las tierras y los recursos 
naturales que fueron usurpados de las comunidades del 
Globo Sur y los pueblos indigenas, los cuales deben ser 
regresados a su control. 


Transicion Justa 

Marea Creciente quiere una “transicion justa” a una 



economia de bajo carbon y bajo consumo, enfocada en el 
bienestar de la gente, no en la ganancia economica. Esto se 
refiere a una transicion que no recae duramente en las 
comunidades de bajos ingresos, socialmente discriminadas 
o con empleados de bajos ingresos en las industrias 
dependientes de los combustibles fosiles. 

Una energia capaz de cumplir con los requerimientos 
energeticos basicos, es elemento esencial de la justicia 
climatica. Las emisiones existentes de los grupos 
marginados no deben ser el bianco de ningun plan para 
reducir las emisiones globales. Como tampoco planes como 
“control de la poblacion” u otras medidas autoritarias, las 
cuales solo penalizan a las victimas del sistema economico 
actual, mientras el alto consumo por parte de las elites 
continua impune. 

Creemos que soluciones exitosas al Cambio Climatico 
deben ser debatidas y formadas por los movimientos 
transnacionales organizados que ponen mayor enfasis en 
las demandas y propuestas de movimientos populares de 
los mas afectados: por ejemplo, comunidades en el Globo 
Sur, comunidades en islas, pueblos indigenas, 
organizaciones de inmigrantes, organizaciones de mujeres 
y juveniles. La gente trabajando colectivamente debe tener 
el control de este proceso. El poder debe ser 
descentralizado, no concentrado en las manos de gobiernos 
y companias privadas. 


Pasos hacia el future) 

Sabemos que los niveles atmosfericos de los gases de efecto 
invernadero deben ser reducidos tan drastica y 
rapidamente como sea posible. Para esto, Marea Creciente 
desea un inmediato cese a toda exploracion nueva y 



extraction de combustibles fosiles, asi como una transition 
justa y rapida que se aleje de la quema de combustibles 
fosiles. 

Tambien reconocemos que la preservation del ecosistema, 
su recuperation y restauracion son esenciales para el 
secuestro del carbono y para frenar el indice creciente de la 
extincion de especies. 

Existen soluciones practicas, de bajo impacto y lideradas 
por la comunidad. Es tiempo de empezar a usarlas y 
contrarrestar los intereses individualistas que atentan con 
socavarlas. 

Para construir soluciones justas debemos, de igual manera, 
desmantelar los sistemas de opresion que se extienden a 
nuestra cultura y a nosotros mismos. 

Marea Creciente busca establecer fuertes vinculos con 
grupos de justicia ambiental que luchan contra la 
contamination que generan las instalaciones de 
procesamiento de combustibles fosiles y aliarnos con 
aquellos que, desde ya, estan siendo afectados por el 
Cambio Climatico alrededor del mundo. 

Consideramos que nosotros, como red, debemos aumentar 
nuestros esfuerzos para construir relaciones de solidaridad 
con otros grupos con campanas afines y particularmente 
con aquellos que estan en position de perder mas con el 
Cambio Climatico, en nuestros paises y alrededor del 
mundo. 

Debemos igualmente trabajar hacia una solidaridad real, 
mas alia de las fronteras geograficas y las diferencias de 
raza, clase, genero e identidad sexual. 

Marea Creciente cree que el momento en que empecemos a 
construir una cultura de ayuda mutua y autonomia de las 



comunidades, cuando creemos cambio a traves de la action 
directa y nos organicemos sin lideres, estaremos 
demostrando que no necesitamos gobiernos o 
corporaciones para sobrevivir y prosperar. 


La Red Internacional Marea Creciente aboga por: 

o Una transition justa hacia una economia baja en 
emisiones de carbono, de bajo consumo, y controlada 
localmente. 

o Reducciones drasticas e inmediatas de las emisiones 
de gases de efecto invernadero. 
o Soluciones a la crisis climatica definidas por aquellos 
que son mas severamente afectados y que fomentan 
la autonomia local y la autosuficiencia. 
o Reparation de la deuda social y economica, del Norte 
hacia el Sur y de las elites al control popular, 
permitiendo a las comunidades reconstruirse a si 
mismas y restaurar su medio ambiente. 
o Libertad de movimiento (o circulation) y un cese a los 
controles migratorios. Apoyo presente y futuro a 
todos aquellos desplazados y a aquellos quienes 
intentan crear un futuro mejor y mas seguro para si 
mismos y sus familias, al cruzar las fronteras 
internacionales. 


La Red Internacional Marea Creciente se opone a: 

o Nuevas exploraciones y extracciones de combustibles 
fosiles. 

o La generation de energia nuclear y otras “soluciones 
tecnologicas” como la geoingenieria, los agro¬ 
combustibles, la modification genetica y la “captura y 
almacenamiento de carbono”. 



o Falsas soluciones usadas como una forma de evadir 
responsabilidad en la reduction de emisiones, esto 
incluye el comercio del carbono, la compensation de 
emisiones, el programa REDD, los Mecanismos de 
Desarrollo Limpio y los proyectos de Implementation 
Conjunta. 

o La mercantilizacion y privatization de los recursos 
naturales del mundo y la apertura de nuevas 
infraestructuras extractivas, especialmente donde las 
comunidades locales se oponen a ello. 
o Gobiernos del Norte usando ayuda financiera para la 
mitigation del Cambio Climatico como una forma de 
incrementar la deuda externa de los paises no 
industrializados. 

o La criminalization y violencia de parte de los estados 
y las corporaciones hacia los movimientos de justicia 
social y ambiental. 


Los abajo firmantes (Octubre 2011) 

Hyokyaalto (Finland) 

Marea Creciente Ecuador 

Marea Creciente Mexico 
Rising Tide Australia 
Rising Tide North America 
Rising Tide UK 


The Rising Tide Coalition for Climate 
Justice Political Statement 


[In Spanish] [In German] 


Background to this statement 

Rising Tide is a grassroots international network of groups 
and individuals who take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote local, community- 
based solutions to the climate crisis. It is part of a wider 
global movement for social and ecological justice. 

Rising Tide was formed in November 2000 to organise 
protests at the 6th UN climate negotiations (COP6) in The 
Netherlands. The network came together around the 
principles set out in the first Rising Tide political statement 
of 2000, which put forward a unique analysis and approach 
to climate change that was well ahead of its time, based 
around the issues of social justice and a critique of 
business-led solutions. More than a decade later, many 
parts of that original radical analysis have been accepted by 
social movements, mainstream NGOs, think tanks and 
some political parties. 

Fair and effective solutions to climate change have not, 
however, become a reality, and therefore our mission to 
confront the root causes of climate change and fight for 
climate justice continues. 

This statement updates and builds upon the Rising Tide 
political statement of 2000, preparing the growing 
international network for its second decade fighting for 
climate justice. 

Rising Tide is an international network of groups and 
individuals committed to a grassroots approach to fighting 
for climate justice. We believe that the Kyoto protocol will 
fail to combat the climate change crisis. Instead the 
protocol promotes the self-interest of corporations and 
industrialised nations and marginalises issues of global 


equity and the environment. 


Root causes, false ‘solutions’ 

Rising Tide believes that the roots of the climate crisis lie in 
the current global economic system and its endless pursuit 
of economic growth at all costs. 

Corporate-friendly and state-sponsored ‘solutions’ to 
climate change are utterly failing to solve the climate crisis. 
The current international climate negotiations are flawed 
and unjust because they are based on the interests of a neo¬ 
liberal capitalist globalisation that seeks to benefit richer 
countries and corporations. 

We recognise that such globalisation is triggering ever- 
faster climate change, and we oppose the carbon trading 
market as a form of modern-day colonialism. We reject 
nuclear energy as a 'solution' to climate change and actively 
campaign against it, alongside other false solutions which 
either fail to reduce emissions or threaten us with new local 
and global risks. 

Rising Tide believes that as a matter of survival, we must 
confront capitalism and decrease our dependence on the 
industries and institutions that are destroying the planet. 
Simultaneously we must work towards social justice, 
community autonomy and sustainable living. 

Climate justice 

Rising Tide believes that social and economic equity 
between and within countries lies at the heart of truly fair 
solutions to climate change. 

Corporations working in collusion with government elites 
are at the heart of the exploitation of communities of 
ordinary people everywhere. This is at its starkest in the 



plunder of the resources of the global south by the wealthy 
economies of the global north. We acknowledge that these 
wealthy economies owe ecological and social debts to the 
people of the global south. The ecological debt caused by 
the extraction, use and abuse of resources such as fossil 
fuels, minerals, forests, and marine and genetic resources 
generates huge social damage whereby local communities 
are exploited physically, politically, economically, culturally 
and emotionally. 

Repair to the biosphere, and to the communities where 
such extraction has taken place, cannot be delivered simply 
by payments of money. It will require the wresting of 
wealth and resources away from elites into popular control. 
Particularly, land and resources need to be returned to the 
control of communities in the global south and indigenous 
peoples. 

Just transition 

Rising Tide wants to see a 'just transition' to a low carbon, 
low consumption economy that is focused on well-being, 
not profit. This means a transition that doesn't fall hardest 
on low income communities, socially discriminated 
communities or low-waged employees of industries reliant 
on fossil fuels. 

Energy to meet basic needs is an essential element of 
climate justice. Subsistence emissions of marginalised 
groups must not be targeted by any plans to reduce global 
emissions. Nor must such plans involve ‘population 
control’ or other authoritarian measures which serve to 
penalise the victims of the current system while high 
consumption by elites continues unabated. 

We believe that successful solutions to climate change must 
be debated and created by organised transnational 
movements which put the greatest emphasis on the 



demands and proposals of grassroots movements of those 
most affected: for example, communities in the global 
south, island nations, indigenous peoples and migrants', 
womens' and youth organisations. People working 
collectively must be in control of this process. Power must 
be decentralised, not concentrated in the hands of 
governments and private companies. 

Ways forward 

We know that that atmospheric levels of greenhouse gases 
must be reduced as dramatically and quickly as possible. 

To this end, Rising Tide wants to see an immediate end to 
all new fossil fuel exploration and extraction and a just, 
rapid transition away from the burning of fossil fuels. We 
also acknowledge that ecosystem preservation, recovery 
and restoration are essential to sequestering carbon and 
curbing the exponential rate of species extinction. 

Practical, low-impact, community-run solutions do exist. It 
is time to start using them and fighting back against those 
vested interests who attempt to undermine them. 

To build truly just solutions, we must also dismantle the 
systems of oppression that permeate our culture and 
ourselves. Rising Tide aims to build strong links with 
environmental justice groups fighting pollution from fossil 
fuel processing facilities and ally ourselves with those 
around the world who are already being affected by climate 
change. We acknowledge that we as a network must step up 
our efforts to build relationships of solidarity with other 
related campaign groups and particularly with the people 
who stand to lose the most from climate change, in our own 
countries and around the world. We must also work 
towards real solidarity across borders and lines of race, 
class, gender, ability and sexual identity. 


Rising Tide believes that when we begin to build a culture 



of mutual aid and community autonomy, and when we 
create change through direct action and organising without 
leaders, we demonstrate that we don’t need governments 
or corporations in order to survive and thrive. 

The Rising Tide international network 
advocates: 

o A just transition to locally-controlled, low carbon, low 
consumption economies. 

o Immediate, drastic reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

o Solutions to the climate crisis that are defined by 
those most severely affected and foster local 
autonomy and self-sufficiency. 

o Redress of the ecological and social debts of the 
North to the South and from elites to popular control, 
enabling communities to rebuild themselves and 
restore their environments. 

o Freedom of movement and an end to migration 
controls. 

o Current and future support for all displaced people, 
and for those who attempt to create a better and safer 
life for themselves and their families by crossing 
international borders. 


The Rising Tide international network 
opposes: 

o New fossil fuel exploration and extraction. 

o Nuclear power generation and other techno-fixes 
such as large scale geo-engineering, industrial 
agrofuels, genetic modification and carbon capture 
and storage. 

o The false solutions being used as a way to evade 
responsibility for emissions reductions, including 



emissions trading, carbon offsetting, REDD, the 
Clean Development Mechanism and Joint 
Implementation projects. 

o The commodification and privatisation of the world’s 
natural resources, and the opening of new large scale 
resource extractive infrastructure, especially where it 
is opposed by local communities, 
o Northern governments using financial aid for climate 
change mitigation as a means of increasing the debt 
owed by non industrialised nations, 
o Criminalisation of and violence towards grassroots 
environmental and social justice movements by states 
and corporations. 

Signatories (October 2011) 

o Hyokyaalto (Finland) 
o Marea Creciente Ecuador 
o Marea Creciente Mexico 
o Rising Tide Australia 
o Rising Tide North America 
o Rising Tide UK 


Leaflets and flyers 

The Rising Tide leaflet 

With information on who we are, what we do, why we do it, 
and how to get involved. You can sneak a peak and print 
your own below, or get in touch if you'd like a batch mailed 
to you - we're always looking for people to help distribute 
in their local area (local campaign groups, cafes, social 
centres, shops, health food shops, community centre, stalls 
etc). 


The thumbnails below will open the full size images in a 


new window: 



2005-2007 National UK leaflet 

Two sided, full colour, folds into eight and can be either A4 
or A3. Alternatively, it can be printed out and put up as a 
poster. 




Rising Tide groups also produce leaflets to hand out to the 

















public during actions and we have put a few of these below 
so you can see the sorts of things we create - feel free to 
use any bits you want: 


Santas Against Excessive Consumption 
leaflet 

Chrittmaa coaaumptioH 
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Greenwash Guerrillas Action leaflet 



Airport Expansion Industry Dinner 
leaflet 
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Resources 

In this section of our website we try to provide as many 
resources as possible. 

To see another really great collection of resources visit the 
Network for Climate Action website. If you have any ideas 
for additional resources you would like to see in this 
section please contact us and we’ll do our best to get them 
up on the site. 

You can also view pages tagged as resource. 
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Leaflets and flyers > 


About Rising Tide 

What we stand for 

Rising Tide is a grassroots network of independent groups 
and individuals committed to taking action and building a 
movement against climate change. We do not have a formal 
membership structure - anyone who supports the political 
statement on our website can become a part of the 
network. Rising Tide in the UK is part of the international 
Rising Tide Network. 

Political statement 

Peoples' Global Action (PGA) Hallmarks - Find out why RT 
decided, in 2007, to adopt the PGA hallmarks. 

Rising Tide is diverse 

A wide range of groups are already involved in our 
network, including student groups, direct action activists, 
community groups, unions, church groups and energy 





advice centres. We encourage an ever more vibrant and 
diverse movement. 

Rising Tide argues that climate change is 
an issue of social injustice. 

Climate change is a direct result of the economic 
domination of Northern interests and transnational 
corporations. We call for 'climate justice' through solutions 
that address structural inequalities and recognise the 
historical responsibility of the rich nations for the problem. 

Rising Tide argues that the Kyoto 
Protocol will fail 

We support international cuts in emissions through means 
that are applied with equality and fairness The Kyoto 
Protocol fails this standard- the cuts are far too low and 
depend on flawed market mechanisms. These will not be 
effective, will reinforce existing inequalities, and will 
reward the greatest polluters. The science is clear: to 
prevent further climate change rich countries need to cut 
emissions by up to 90%. 

Rising Tide calls for a just transition to a 
non-carbon society 

We call for an immediate end to oil exploration and a 
dismantling of the fossil fuel economy. We call for a rapid 
transition which does not fall hardest on low income 
communities, communities of colour or low income 
employees of fossil fuel industries 

Rising Tide supports grassroots action in 
the UK 


Training and Skills Support 



We provide trainers and materials for regional workshops 
in public speaking and community organising. We provide 
access to a database of people with experience and skills 
including: campaign strategy and fighting public enquiries; 
publicity, advertising and media; editing, graphics and 
materials production. 

Bringing People Together 

We hold a national weekend gathering each year which 
brings together people from all over Britain to exchange 
ideas, experiences, information and contacts. Regional 
Rising Tide networks also organise local gatherings and 
informal meetings. We organise regular tours to reach a 
wider public, and have a presence at a wide range of 
festivals and conferences. 

Supporting Protest 

We believe that public protest has always played a crucial 
role in movements for social change. We publicise 
campaigns and actions by groups in the network and 
encourage people to support them. We also provide access 
to networks and experienced activists. 

Distributing News and Ideas 

Our website contains lists of local contacts, links to active 
groups and organisations, and a wide range of resources to 
download. 

Linking the UK movement with groups around the 
world 

We are an active partner in the international Rising Tide 
network. 


Archives 


Original older content (up to 16 July 2011) is also on 
web.archive.org: 


1. Risingtide.org.uk 

2. Londonrisingtide.org.uk 




London Rising Tide 
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The Climate Action / RisingTide newsheet ran until 

2011, available from http://risingtide.org.uk/pipermail/rt- 
news/, archived in the zip attachment (unzip and open 
index.html). 

file: 

QD rt-news.zip 
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Fossil Fools Day 
















For a full UK and International 2010 Roundup click here. 

Climate change is no laughing matter - but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t confront the Fossil Fuel Empire with 
subversive humour. 

WHAT: Direct actions, practical jokes and throwing a 
spanner in the works to stop the fossil fools. 

WHERE: Your street, town or city. 

WHEN: April 1st, 2010. 

Last December in Copenhagen, the politicians sold us out 
to the fossil fools, corporate lobbyists and big banks. Now 
we’re left with “green capitalism,” a deeply unjust carbon 
market and continued assaults on our communities and 
ecosystems. If we’re going to stop climate chaos, the only 
real solution is to keep fossil fuels in the ground. 

The stakes couldn’t be higher: destabilisation of the global 
climate, local communities destroyed by dirty energy 
extraction and combustion, devastating freak storms, 
droughts, floods, the list goes on ... 

This April 1st, join Rising Tide in some creative direct 
action ... use the simply subversive to the downright 
disruptive: office occupations, banner drops, clownish 
parades, road blockades, spoof websites, subvertising, 



street theatre, leaflets, lock-ons or laugh-ins. Whatever 
works for you and your group. 

Join us this Fossil Fools Day and hatch some harebrained 
schemes that will strike a blow to climate criminals 
everywhere! 

WANT MORE? Fossil Fools Day also marks the launch of 
the BP Tar Sands Fortnight of Shame: a two-week 
campaign culminating in actions surrounding BP’s AGM on 
April 15th. The goal? To stop BP from going into the 
Canadian Tar Sands - the biggest, dirtiest fossil fuel project 
on earth. Find out more: Tar Sands in Focus. . And a word 
to BP: be afraid... be very afraid. 

NEED A HAND? If you would like ideas for actions, 
graphics for leaflets or websites, advice on dealing with the 
press, etc., send us an email and we’ll do our best to help 
out: info@risingtide.org.uk 

If you want to see what people around the world got up to 
last year, you can read the 2009 - action round up. If you 
are organizing a public action email us the details and we’ll 
advertise it on the Rising Tide website. Lastly, once your 
action is over email us a photo and short write up and we’ll 
put it up on the website. 

For more information see: Fossil Fools Day. 

Click here to download FFD 2010 Graphic for your website 
or leaflet. 

In the words of that master of pranks: “That’s All Folks”. 

www.fossilfoolsday.org 
Email Us 

Phone: 0796 191 7535 
Fossil Fools Day on Facebook 


■fc-K-K- 


On a serious note - on April 1st last year Ian Tomlinson 
died after being assaulted by police at the g20 protests. One 
year on, there will be a minutes silence to mark Ian's death. 

ONE YEAR ON 

REMEMBER IAN TOMLINSON 

JOIN US IN LAYING FLOWERS AT THE SPOT WHERE 
IAN DIED 

THURSDAY 1ST APRIL 11:00 am 

Ian died in tragic circumstances - an innocent passer-by, 
trying to get home, who died after a police assault at the 
g20 protests on April 1st 2009. 

The family will hold a minute's silence and lay flowers at 
the spot where Ian died on Cornhill, opposite St Michaels 
Alley at 11am on 1st April 2010. 

A public show of support for the family would be much 
appreciated. 

People can arrive by 10.45am and lay flowers before the 
family arrive. 

For more information see: Ian Tomlinson Family 

Campaign. 

*** 
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Public Actions 

Although lots of people are keeping their plans under 
wraps, public demos will be announced across the country, 
so get involved! 

If you know of a publicly announced action, let us know 
and we'll list it here. 

Email: info@risingtide.org.uk 
Phone: 0796 191 7535 






Huntington Lane Camp Fossil Fools Weekend 
Convergence 

West Midlands Climate Action and a coalition of local 
groups and activists have set up a camp on the Huntington 
Lane Surface Mine Site in Telford for about a week now. 

As part of Fossil Fools day the West Midlands Climate 
Camp are putting on a weekend gathering at the newly 
established Huntington Lane Camp. The weekend will 
include a ramble over the proposed Huntington Lane 
Surface Mine Site, Banner drops, campaign planning and 
most importantly carrying out any work on site that needs 
doing to help establish a permanent base. 

More info on the West Midlands Climate Action website. 
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Press 

Press Release To Follow 

For more information, contact Rising Tide UK: 

Tel - 07961 917535 

Email - info@risingtide.org.uk 

Web - www.fossilfoolsday.org / www.risingtide.org.uk 
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Planning your action 

Resources 

Ideas for action, a leaflet to hand out on the day, graphics 






to make your own posters and leaflets and a Q&A sheet to 
help you in talking to the media are all available on the 
Resources page 

Publicity 

If you're planning a publicly announced action, let us know 
and we can help spread the word. 

Media 

We'll be sending out a national press release and may be 
able to direct journalists to you on the day if you wish, so 
any info you can let us know in advance will be really 
helpful - and/or a phone number to contact you on the day 
if that's possible. And call or email us as soon as your 
action’s happened so we can include it in the end-of-day 
actions round-up, which we’ll be press releasing as well. 

Get in touch if you’d like help writing and/or sending your 
own press release - check out the Network for Climate 
Action's great guide. 

Also check out the Network for Climate Action website for 

all of the following: 

-advice on planning actions 
-action ideas 

-where to look for legal advice 

-local group contacts 

-media strategy, press releases etc. 

-more resources for creating your own leaflets 
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Resources 

Click on the resources below (under 'Attachments') to 
download, print, put on your website, create your own 
leaflets, etc. If you'd like the action ideas booklet in hard 




copy contact us and we'll post them to you straight away! 


Leaflet to hand out on the day 

Explains the basics of Fossil Fools Day but has a big empty 
white space for you to add the specifics of why you are 
taking action in the way that you are, why you are at the 
location you have chosen and your website or contact 
details. The leaflet is available as a Word file so you can 
print it off (4 per piece of A4) then physically glue your text 
in the empty space before you photocopy the leaflet. 

15 Actions to Topple the Fossil Fuel Empire (PDF) 

Why and how to take direct action against the fossil fuel 
industry... including planning tips, target locations, 
examples of successful actions and more. 

Now available: Q&A sheet for answering media questions 
about Fossil Fools Day. Email us for a copy. 
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P Rising Tide UK 
adopts the PGA Hallmarks 

As of May 2007, following discussions at our 2007 National 
Gathering, the UK Rising Tide network has adopted the 
Peoples’ Global Action Hallmarks. 

PGA Hallmarks 

1. A very clear rejection of capitalism, imperialism and 
feudalism; all trade agreements, institutions and 
governments that promote destructive globalisation. 

2. We reject all forms and systems of domination and 
discrimination including, but not limited to, 
patriarchy, racism and religious fundamentalism of 
all creeds. We embrace the full dignity of all human 
beings. 

3. A confrontational attitude, since we do not think that 
lobbying can have a major impact in such biased and 
undemocratic organisations, in which transnational 
capital is the only real policy-maker. 

4. A call to direct action and civil disobedience, support 
for social movements' struggles, advocating forms of 
resistance which maximize respect for life and 
oppressed peoples' rights, as well as the construction 
of local alternatives to global capitalism. 

5. An organisational philosophy based on 
decentralisation and autonomy. 


Why did Rising Tide sign up to the PGA 
Hallmarks? 

First, what is Peoples’ Global Action? PGA is a network for 
spreading information and coordinating actions between 
grassroots movements around the world. These diverse 


groups share the same opposition to capitalism, and 
commitment to direct action and civil disobedience as the 
most effective form of struggle. PGA grew out of the 
international Zapatista gatherings in 1996 and 1997, and 
was formed as a space for direct and un -mediated contact 
between autonomous groups. 

And why did we sign up? The reasons given below are 
drawn from discussions had at the 2007 RT National 
Gathering. 

The hallmarks capture the essence of Rising Tide’s political 
analysis, preferred tactics and way of organising. The 
hallmarks do a good job of explaining who we are, in clear 
terms by: 

o Describing our political analysis in a no-nonsense 
way. We are agreed that a commitment to endless 
economic growth is the (biggest) root cause of climate 
change, and that market-based solutions are not only 
‘smokescreen’ solutions, but are actively detrimental, 
o Capturing our preferred tactics: energy 
dissent/descent - direct action against the root 
causes of climate change, and the creative search for 
and promotion of low-energy lifestyles and local, 
community-run solutions to our energy needs, 
o Capturing our way of organising: decentralised, 
autonomous and non-hierarchical. 

The main discussion we had was about hallmark 3, which 
rejects lobbying and calls for a confrontational attitude. It 
was agreed that in the UK Rising Tide context, a 
confrontational attitude means taking nonviolent direct 
action. Over all it was concluded that the rejection of 
lobbying contained within hallmark 3 fits with the Rising 
Tide political statement, which views governments as very 
much part of the problem, inextricably tied up, as they are, 



with corporate power. We can’t trust governments to bring 
in needed changes - mostly because they can’t, because 
they’re in the pockets of big business, because politicians 
want to get re-elected and don’t want to lose votes with 
huge new taxes or caps on flights for example, and mostly 
because what we believe is the root cause of the problem - 
economic growth - they see as a key goal. Fundamentally, 
lobbying means asking governments to change things on 
our behalf. Instead, we choose not to give up our power or 
transfer our responsibility to someone else - we try to 
make those changes that we believe need to happen for and 
by ourselves. And we try to do it using methods that pave 
the way for the different kind of world we want to bring 
about, rather than ones that reinforce the current order. 

The hallmarks and PGA itself are not perfect, but they do 
provide a reminder of our principles and ideals in a world 
where it is easy to slip into unacceptable compromises. At a 
time when it feels like the tipping points are fast 
approaching and the climate crisis is about to explode it is 
easy to begin to think that the only way out is to ask 
governments to take control, invest in techno-fixes and 
legislate against unsustainable behaviours. This is the point 
when we have to shake ourselves, think about what that 
actually means and remember the kind of world we’re 
trying to build. This is the time when we can re-read the 
PGA Hallmarks, re-orient our thinking and reconnect with 
grassroots struggles from resistance movements around 
the world, movements committed to taking direct action 
for systemic social and ecological change. These hallmarks 
are not overly radical - they are the voice of sanity, and it is 
our role to carry these ideas forward. By signing up to the 
hallmarks we hope we are helping to make the important 
ideas contained within them accepted norms rather than 
dismissed as fringe or extremist. 



Find out more about the PGA, including history and 
organising principles. 
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Stort, bildet euch und andere, seid kreativ, feiert und 
rebelliert! 

We kennen allemaal de dreigende statistieken: een miljoen 
soort uitgestorven in 2050,19 van de 20 heetste record 
jaren sinds 1980, Greenland en Antarctica smelten, 












droogte, overstromingen, hongersnood. De G8 heeft 30 
jaar gehad om wat te doen aan de klimaatverandering en 
waren alleen succesvol in het krijgen van miljarden 
subsidies voor de industrie dat de aarde en onze toekomst 
vernietigd. De G8 gaat maar door met het vullen van hun 
zakken, er verdwijnen eilandstaten, en honderden tot 
duizenden mensen overlijden naar aanleiding van de 
onvoorspelbare weercondities, veroorzaakt door een 
irrationele en oncontroleerbare obsessie voor de 
economische groei. 

We moeten binnen 10 jaar reageren. Als de megagrote G8 
leiders elkaar ontmoeten in Duitsland, verborgen achter 
beschuttingen en soldaten, geconcentreerd om ons verder 
te leiden naar rampzalige en onomkeerbare klimaat chaos, 
moeten we schreeuwen, roepen en krijsen ‘niet meer’. Het 
is mi de tijd om actie te ondernemen en hun en hun 
industriele vrienden terug te roepen en tegen te houden. 

8 juni, de internationale dag voor actie tegen de 
klimaatverandering, de G8 is al opgeroepen door de 
International Rising Tide network. Dit is een oproep voor 
autonome, decentrale acties geschikt voor jouw dorp, stad 
of gemeente. Gebruik deze internationale actiedag om de 
strijd tegen olie raffinaderijen, gas pijpleidingen, mijnen en 
steenkool energie voorziening tegen te gaan. Weerhoudt de 
profiteurs van fossiele brandstof industrie. Organiseer 
workshops om nieuwe brandstoffen te ontwikkelen. 
Probeer de industrie plat te leggen, letterlijk of figuurlijk. 
Het is tijd een bezoekje te brengen aan de locale vervuilers 
en ze aan te pakken! 

We weten dat er acties gepland zijn in de UK, Noord 
Amerika, Duitsland, Canada en Australia, maar dat is nog 
maar het begin. Op 8 juni zijn er acties gepland rond heel 
de wereld. Geef deze oproep door aan je heel je omgeving. 



Rising Tide maakt een collectie van ondersteunend 
materiaal (inclusief deze brief in 5 verschillende talen) dat 
gebruikt kan worden voor groepen over de hele wereld. 
Deze materialen kun je downloaden van 

www.risingtide.org.uk en 

http: / / risingtidenorthamerica.org. 

Het is verstandig om direct actie te ondernemen in deze 
crisistijd. Steun de internationale dag van directe actie 
tegen de klimaatsverandering en de G8. Vertel ons van de 
plannen tegen klimaatsverandering in jou land! Neem 
contact op met info@risingtide.org.uk en 
contact@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

In juni 2007 zal de G8 de bedoeling van de rellen, de 
opstand en revolutie begrijpen. Hun rampenplan zal 
begroet worden met wereldwijd protest. 

Attachments: 
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Critical Mass 

One way you could take action on the 8th of June is to 
organise a Critical Mass Bike Ride. 

We have made a leaflet that you can print out to help 
publicise your Critical Mass. 

You can fit four leaflets on a page (laid out landscape style). 
The front of the leaflet has a space at the bottom so you can 
add a meeting time and place. 


Enjoy the ride! 




G8 Critical Mass - Front 


G8 Critical Mass - Back 



Special Edition 

Critical Mass Bike Ride 

On the International Day of Action 
Against Climate Change and the G8 

On the 8th of June, join thousands around the world 
by taking action to challenge the fossil fuelled mad¬ 
ness of the G8 governments and their oil addicted 
business buddies. Actions targeting the root causes 
of climate change are planned in G8 countries and 
around the world. Use this day to take action in 
your local area. 

Critical Mass Bike Rides - On the day collectives 
in cities around the world will flood the streets 
with cyclists to show that the G8‘s inaction or 
climate change is devestating the planet. Use 
pedal power to challenge oil addiction, show 
solidarity with those who are already affected 
and resist the polluting policies of the G8. 


For more infomation see www.risingtide.org.iik 

Flood the streets before the sea does! 
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communicatioi 
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good vibration 
determination 
liberation 
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revelation 
calculation 
realization 
no gas station 
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world rotation 
bicycle nation 
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mass 
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next 
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Downloads - Leaflets and Posters 

On this page you will find flyers and posters to download, 
print and use on websites etc. 

G8 Day of Action - Front 

G8 Day of Action - Back 

G8 Day of Action - Poster 

If you would like us to send you some printed flyers, email 

info @ risingtide. org.uk 





the 98 leaders meeting in germany behind their 
fences and soldiers are leading us further 
towards catastrophic and irreversible climate 
disaster, the time has come to act... 


direct action and civil disobedience are the 
rational response in this time of crisis. 


the international day of action against cliiate change and the g8 
has been called by the international rising tide network, this is a 
call for autonomous, decentralized actions appropriate for your 
town, city or region, use this international day of action to support 
local struggles against oil refineries, gas pipelines, strip mines, 
coal-fired power plants, airport expansion, new roads... 
organise workshops to spread ideas and skills for a just and sustainable 
post-petroleum world. 

disrupt, educate, dismantle, create, celebrate and rebel! 
actions are planned throughout the g8 countries and around the world, 
for more information and agit-prop materials, check out the website. 



find a weak spot in their machine... 
... and throw a spanner in the works 


wwMr.risingiide.0r9. 

wwrw.risingtidenorthamerlca. 
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Translations of the Call Out 

Download and distribute far and wide. 


Attachments: 

□ Call Out - German.doc 

□ Call Out - Dutch.doc 

01 Call Out - Portugese.doc 
0 Call Out - French.doc 
01 Call Out - Spanish2.doc 
0 Russian CallOut.doc 
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G8 

International Day of Direct Action Against Climate Change 
and the G8 

*Action Round-up. 

*Deutsch Informationen. 

translations of the call out into German, Dutch, French, 
Spanish, Russian and Portugese. 

*G8 Day of Action Resources - Downloadable G8 day of 
Action flyers and posters. 

*Organise a Critical Mass Bike Ride on the 8th of June - 
here are some leaflet ideas to help you. 

Internationals Against the G8 Statement. 






Call Out Text - 


Friday 8th June 2007 

International Day of Direct Action against Climate Change 
and the G8. 

Direct Action for Climate Justice - Resistance is Self 
Defense! 

We all know the terrifying statistics: a million species 
extinct by 2050,19 of the 20 hottest years on record since 
1980, Greenland and Antarctica melting, droughts, floods, 
famines ... the G8 have had over 30 years to address 
climate change and only succeeded in providing trillions in 
subsidies to the very industries that are destroying our 
planet and our future. And while the G8 continues to line 
their pockets, island states disappear and hundreds of 
thousands die as a result of the freak weather conditions 
caused by their irrational and uncontrollable obsession 
with never ending economic growth. 

We have a ten-year window to act. As the megalomaniac 
G8 leaders meet in Germany, masked behind a barrier of 
fences and soldiers, intent on leading us further towards 
catastrophic and irreversible climate chaos, we must shout, 
scream and roar ‘no more’. Now is the time to take direct 
action and shut them down, them and their climate 
criminal industry friends! 

The 8th of June International Day of Action Against 
Climate Change and the G8 has been called by the 
International Rising Tide Network. This is a call for 
autonomous, decentralized actions appropriate for your 
town, city, or local area. Use this international day of action 
to support local struggles against oil refineries, gas 
pipelines, strip mines and coal-fired power plants. Disrupt 
the financial backers of the fossil fuel industry. Organise 



workshops to spread sustainable post-petroleum living 
skills. Find a weak point in the infrastructure of resource 
exploitation and throw a literal or symbolic wrench in the 
works. It’s time to visit your local polluters and give 'em 
hell! 

We already know of actions planned across the UK, North 
America, Germany, Canada and Australia and that’s just 
the start! By 8th June actions will be planned around the 
world. Pass this call out on to all environmental justice, 
climate action, radical sustainability and related 
movements in all the G8 countries and the Global South. 

Rising Tide will create a collection of outreach and agit¬ 
prop materials (including this call out in five different 
languages) that can be used by groups around the world to 
organise locally. These materials will be downloadable 
from www.risingtide.org.uk and 
http: / / risingtidenorthamerica.org. 

Direct action and civil disobedience are the rational 
response in this time of crisis. Support the 8th of June 
International Day of Direct Action against Climate Change 
and the G8! Tell us about planned actions for climate 
justice being planned in your community. Contact us - 
info@risingtide.org.uk and 
contact@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

In June 2007 the G8 will understand the meaning of 
rebellion, revolt and revolution. Their recipe for 
catastrophe will be met with our worldwide resistance! 
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Voices 

Here's a load of opinions about what's happening to the 
climate and what's not. 

Sophie from Rising Tide Australia speaks to a rally vs. the 
G20, Melbourne, 18.11.06 

Robert Newman's speech at Stop Climate Chaos rally, 
Trafalgar Square, 4.11.06 

'There is no planet B, so we need an economic plan B. We 
need to develop new economic systems because there is 
only one eco-system and it cannot survive the present free 
market economy.' 

Getting in the Way 

'Direct-action protesters in the UK are focusing on climate 
change', Mike Wendling, Grist Magazine, November 2006 

'Market solutions' won't stop climate catastrophe 
Zoe Kenny & Rohan Pearce, 4 November 2006 

Stepping away from the climatical cliff-edge 

London Rising Tide's Harry Helios wrote this piece for 
Peace News in November 2006 

'Why I Helped Occupy the Entrance to the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration' 

Mike Tidwell 

The Pacific Island States Demand Action 

A moving statement by the President of the Federated 
States of Micronesia who calls climate change a "doomsday 
threat of utmost urgency" and demands immediate action 




to prevent the "slow death" of his country. 


Why can't we give up fossil fuels? - Ask a smoker! 

We're addicted to fossil fuels and our feeble attempts to 
give up are disturbingly similar to those half hearted 
attempts nicotine addicts make to give up smoking. This 
humourous article explores all the similarities with 
reference to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Why the Kyoto Protocol is pants 

By George Marshall, 27 July 2001: A very snappy bit of rant 
with few long words. 

Kyoto could make things worse 

By Mark Lynas, The Guardian, 27 July 2001: Significantly 
different from George Marshall's article above. 

The inclusion of sinks has sunk the Kyoto Protocol 

Carbon sinks get dissed by the World Rainforest 
Movement, Indigenous Peoples and a whole load of others. 
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Unmasking industry greenwash 







Resisting the expansion of the fossil fuel empire 



Fossil Fools Day 

April I s1 2008 


Pull a prank that packs a punch 
ww.fossilfoolsday.onj 


Days of action 














Other climate-related actions 


Freak Weather News Archive 

Freak Weather News Archive Summary 


2003 Summary 2003 Freak Weather News 
freak weather Summary of another year's worth of 

news increasingly freak weather news from around 

the world. 


2002 Summary 2002 Freak Weather News 

A summary of weather news stories from 
around the world in another record breaking 
year for climate change. 


2001 Summary 


31.10.01 


2001 Freak Weather News 


Hottest UK October on record 
October 2001 was, by a very wide margin, the 
warmest October in the UK since records 
began in 1659. 


26.9.01 2001 WORST YEAR ON RECORD FOR 

TYPHOONS IN TAIWAN 
26 September 2001 

Already this year Taiwan has suffered eight 
typhoons which have killed a record 300 







people. The National Science Council has 
openly blamed climate change for the dramatic 
increase in typhoon activity. 

13.8.01 WORST FLOODS IN IRAN IN 200 YEARS: 

120 DEAD 

10,000 people were evacuated in North East 
Iran, and 2,000 homes were damaged in the 
heaviest flooding in 200 years. This follows 
severe flooding in the affected areas just three 
months ago. Those floods, the worst flooding in 
30 years, killed 32 people. 

9.8.01 600,000 PEOPLE AFFECTED BY CENTRAL 

AMERICAN DROUGHT 
In parts of Central America there has been little 
or no rain since April. Nicaragua has lost half 
its crops. El Salvador and Honduras have 
declared the drought a State of Emergency. 

26.6.01 FREAK RAIN IN INDIA 

There have been heavy rainfalls during the 
summer dry season in India. Rainfall at this 
time is extremely unseasonal and Indian 
scientists are taking it as clear evidence of 
climate change. 

12.6.01 KOREA HAS WORST DROUGHT IN 100 
YEARS 

South Korea has mobilized 130,000 troops to 
dig wells in a desperate attempt to find water. 
Major famine is predicted for North Korea. 
There are record breaking droughts as far 
north as Mongolia. Some areas in North China 
have had no rain for over 100 days 

27.4.01 U.K. HAS WETTEST 12 MONTHS IN 500 
YEARS 

During the last 12 months the UK's rainfall has 
been the heaviest since record began in 1735. 
Meteorologists say that under previous 
"normal" conditions the UK would only get this 
much rain once every 500 to 750 years. Looks 








like there's no "normal" weather any more. So 
much for all those people (and the Daily Mail) 
who claimed global warming was going to 
make us into the Costa Del Sol. 
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Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 



Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 

Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 


Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 


info@risingtide.org.uk 
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